
Forget the limo,                
bring out the T1

A bride in Zhanghua, Taiwan, traveled in lavish 
style during her wedding recently.

The new bride used a fl eet of antique cars 
on her wedding day and they attracteda lot of 
attention along the way.

The April 2 wedding procession included 12 
sedans manufactured some 35 years ago. The 
bride herself traveled in a T1 model Ford.

Along the route, many pedestrians pulled 
out their cameras to take snapshots while 
friends of the couple invited guests to view 
the cars.

ET Today

They may be short, but 
they have plenty of heart

Twenty dwarfs recently gathered in Nanjing 
to share the ups and downs of their lives and 
careers.

The gathering was sponsored by a 
traditional Chinese medical hospital in Nanjing, 
where most of the dwarfs had received 
treatment. Among them, the shortest one was 
Wu Xianglun who is 22-years-old and 117 
centimeters tall. 

At the age of 16, and only 83 centimeters 
tall, Wu was named the “shortest man in 
the world” by the Guinness Book of World 
Records. Disadvantaged by their stature, all 
participants at the gathering said they had 
been treated unfairly in career circles, but 
had now won stable jobs and the respect of 
others because of their good work ethos.  Wu 
is now working as a program host and leading 
actor in a cartoon communication company in 
Changzhou, Jiangsu.

Contemporary Express

It’s a man, it’s a               
woman, she has a baby

A Shaanxi woman may have proved to all her 
restaurant coworkers Wednesday that looks 
could be deceiving.

A month after working in the restaurant and 
pretending to me a man, Gao Linsen shocked 
her colleagues when she delivered a baby boy 
in the eatery’s bathroom.

“I could not believe my eyes when I saw 
Gao deliver a baby,” said Zhang, the fi rst 
employee to witness the scene.

She often wore men’s clothing and even 
told people she was a man. No one suspected 
she was a woman until the baby was born.

Gao Linsen is a man’s name, police said. 
They said she has refused to give them her 
real identity, where she came from or who the 
father is.

Chinese Business View

Music and love brought 
back comatose man 

Peng Jiwei’s wife can’t explain it but fi gured 
fi ve years of music helped her husband regain 
his consciousness.

Peng, 48, lost his consciousness after he fell 
down a staircase.

 His wife turned on his favorite music from 
the late Taiwanese singer  Teresa Teng and 
left it on for three hours each day.

 Earlier this month, Peng started to speak 
and his eyes were moving.

 Meanwhile, doctors theorized that the 
music probably stimulated the nerves in his 
brain cells and woke him up.

Chongqing Economic News 

A son’s love is  
classmates’ envy

A student at the Chongqing University of 
Technology and Business has impressed 
his classmates with his undying love for his 
mother.

 Zheng Feng, 25, a local of Mudanjiang 
in Northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province, 
attends to his paralyzed mother while studying. 

Since his father works in South Korea to 
support the family, Zheng moved his mother 
to Chongqing one year ago. 

He lives with his mother in a house he has 
rented.

Chongqing Economic Daily

Experts ‘identify’ UFO after 
‘white light’ from sky

An unidentifi ed fl ying object appeared over 

the airport of Shijiazhuang, Hebei, for more 
than half an hour on Monday night and then 
disappeared, said eyewitnesses, some of 
whom took pictures.

The ellipsoid UFO gave off a strong white 
light about 8,000 meters above the airport.  
“Its size was much bigger than any star,” 
Zheng Fengbin, a policeman, who took its 
pictures with his cell phone, said.

Studying his picture carefully, experts said 
the UFO was probably a “man-made object” 
like an airship.

Hebei Youth News

Honesty pays off                     
for young student

A young intern at a Beijing property manage-
ment company was offered a permanent job 
there for her honest deed.

Han Lu, 18, found an envelope containing 
11,400 yuan ($1,461) in a room she was 
cleaning on March 26, after it was left there 
by one of the company’s clients.

She handed itto her boss who soon 
returned the lost money to its owner.

This week, the boss promoted her as 
the youngest forewoman of his company, 
raising her salary, and promised to give her a 
permanent job after her graduation.

Beijing Youth Daily

Most women have been 
sexually harassed: Survey

At least 80 percent of Chinese women 
have been subjected to sexual harassment 
sometime during their life, according to 
a survey released on Wednesday by a 
psychological consultation center under the 
Beijing Forestry University.

Based on incomplete statistics it had 
collected in the last three years, the 
survey found that most victims of such 
harassments were girls or woman aged 
between 15-25.

Usually, pretty but docile girls were 
vulnerable because they were too docile to 
resist adult offenders in schools or offi ces from 
where most of the harassments were reported. 

Beijing Morning Post

Coma face-lift mom has 
slim hope of recovery

Lang Caiyun, a single mother, has been in 
a coma for over nine months and doesn’t 
seem to have any hope of recovery due 
to the excessive amount of narcotic drugs 
given to her during a face-lift operation by an 
unlicensed doctor in Harbin, Heilongjiang.

Her 16-year-old son quit school to take care 
of her at night and get a job to earn money for 
her treatment.

Early this year, cops caught the unqualifi ed 
doctor surnamed Li and found that the license 
for her beauty parlor had expired two years 
ago.

www.news.sina.com

Kite-maker a legend                  
in his own matchbox

An old man from Shijiazhuang, Hebei, has a 
talent for making tiny kites, the smallest one 
able to fi t inside a matchbox.

Jiang Dezhong, in his 70s, has become a 
well-known expert in the art of making mini 
kites.  The tiniest kite he made early this 
month is only 3.5 centimeters long and 3 
centimeters wide.

The kite can’t be fl own, but is an ideal col-
lectors’ item, he said.

Yanzhao Metropolis News

No joke lady, we’ve               
got your purse

Two offi cers from a frontier station of the 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region were 
mistaken as hoaxers while returning a purse 
with a large sum of money and a credit card to 
its owner on Sunday, April Fools’ Day.

They picked up the purse in a shop the day 
before and contacted its owner, a woman 
surnamed Li, the next day with the aid of Li’s 
ID card in the purse.

Receiving a call from them, Li thought they 
were playing a joke on her because she didn’t 
know them. She did not believe them until she 
had her purse returned later that day.

www. xinhuanet.com

Ethnic minorities to 
celebrate with singing

A festival will be held in Wuming County, the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, April 
19-23, to celebrate the rich cultural history of 
China’s ethnic minorities.

More than 3,000 people from the region’s 
minority groups will participate in the special 
annual festival in the suburban county of 
Nanning, which started in 1985.

In addition to singing and dancing 
performances there will also be special folk 
song contests during the fi ve-day festival. 

The local government wants the festival to 
become a new tourist attraction.

Folk songs date back more than 1,000 years 
in Wuming.   

www.chinanews.com.cn

Farmer bets on   
anti-gambling message

A 57-year-old farmer received a warm 
welcome from Guangzhou residents on 
Wednesday when he rode his three-wheel 
motorcycle into the Guangdong provincial 
capital to promote anti-gambling. 

On Li Ronghai’s vehicle were slogans such 
as “keep away from gambling” and “build a 
harmonious society and families”.

Li started promoting his anti-gambling 
campaign a decade ago when he found his 
wife and son had succumbed to the perils of 
gambling.

In the past few years, Li who comes from 
Hubei Province, has taken his anti-gambling 
message to Shanghai, Jiangsu, Anhui, Zhejiang, 
Henan and Fujian.

Li said his next destination is Hainan Prov-
ince.

Li’s wife and son are now reformed, and 
campaign against the vice,too.

New Express Daily

Hotel guests to be                 
given AIDS warning 

All top-rated luxury hotels in Changsha, Hunan, 
will remind guests to take precautions against 
AIDS in a new measure aimed at preventing 
the spread of the disease.

The city’s center for disease prevention 
and control has issued a notice to more than 
80 hotels to post prominent caution notices 
before the end of 2007.

The move is aimed at curbing rates of 
infection of the disease that has been 
spreading in the central metropolis.

Changsha Evening News

Man almost speechless 
after snake attack

A man lost part of his tongue when it was 
bitten by a big boa on Wednesday morning.  

Doctors from Xiangfan Stomatological 
Hospital in Hubei Province conducted 
surgery on the the man, surnamed Cai, to 
reconstruct his tongue, one-third of which 
was bitten off and fell from the roof he was 
working.

Cai is reportedly the fi rst person to have his 
tongue bitten off by a snake in the history of 
the central Chinese province.

Chutian Metropolis News

Woman uses bicycle               
to fi nd missing mom

A Changsha woman recently left her job 
to begin a new project: fi nding her missing 
mother who suffers from a mental disorder.

The woman, a 38-year-old migrant worker 
from Changsha, capital of Hunan Province, has 
been riding a bicycle through various towns 
and cities to locate her mother.

Cai is reportedly hearthbroken and is 
worried her mother must be suffering and 
forced to go without proper food.

Her search forced her to leave her one-
year-old daughter with her husband. Cai has 
vowed she would not halt the search until 
she fi nds her mother, no matter how long it 
takes.

Jiangnan Metropolis News 
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By Zhao Xiaolu

The great writer Lin Yutang once said: “A 
younger civilization maybe keen on making 
progress, but an old one, having seen naturally 
a great deal of life, is keen on living.” That 
philosophy comes to life in Hangzhou, where 
man is the center of all things; human 
happiness, the end of all knowledge; and the 
art of living, more important than anything 
else.

Hangzhou was the capital of the Southern 
Song Dynasty. Its strategic location as the 
southern terminus of the Grand Canal has 
brought it immense prosperity. Before the rise 
of Shanghai, it used to be known as a prime 
commercial, education and cultural center of 
the Yangtze Delta.

But most people think of Hangzhou 
according to the old Chinese saying: “There 
is heaven above, Suzhou and Hangzhou 
below.”

Hangzhou offers boating in moonlight, 
dragon well tea brewed in the Hupao Spring 
water, a lesson in history through temple visits 
and the study of art. The list is practically 
endless. But by far the most sensible thing 
to do in the city is to enjoy life and partake 
of its feast.

The city’s landscape changes with the 
change of the season: pink cherry blossoms 
and green willows shooting along the West 
Lake in spring, miles and miles of lotus 
fl owers in summer, sweet scented osmanthus 
blowing with the autumn breeze and snow 
covering the famous Broken Bridge on the 
West Lake in winter.

Life cannot be enjoyed without good food, 
and Hangzhou has more than enough on offer, 

and with exotic names, too. 
Beggar’s chicken was invented by a beggar 

who, to cover for the lack of sauce, thought 
of a method to cook a dish worthy of kings. 
Songsao fi sh soup was fi rst made by a humble 
fi sherwoman, who understood the importance 
of the country’s unity better than most and 
had the courage to teach it to the emperor. 
Famous poet Su Dongpo created Dongpo pork 
when he was the governor of Hangzhou. 

Aside from these anecdotal delicacies, the 
city caters to a gourmet’s taste buds with some 
unique items. Dragon well tea and bamboo 
shoots in spring, lotus seeds and waxberry 
wines in summer, crabs and huadiao (a kind of 
rice wine) in autumn and duck pot in winter.

But no city worth its name in history can be 
complete without its architecture and scenic 
spots, and Hangzhou has more than a handful 
of them. The West Lake, with all its splendour 
and surrounding attractions, is Hangzhou’s 
centrepiece. National hero Yue Fei, of the Song 
Dynasty, and famous courtesan Su Xiaoxiao 
are buried near it. Also on its bank is the 
Lingyin Temple, built by roaming monk Ji 
Gong. The nearby Jing Temple still has a 
trunk, supposedly left behind by Ji Gong. Not 
far away is the Liuhe Pagoda.

Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai, the tragic 
hero and heroine of a legendary romance, went 
to school together in Hangzhou; a school that 
still stands. The Romance of the White Snake 
and Xu Xian was played out on the Broken 
Bridge.

One of the country’s most famous art 
academies, China Art Academy, too, is on 
the lake’s bank. Hangzhou is like a living 
museum: no matter where one is walking, 
you are bound to bump into some legend or 
piece of history.

A tale of two cities
What are the happiest cities in China? Don’t be surprised by the answer. Lhasa, capital of the Tibet Autonomous Region, seems to be on top. Not 
surprisingly, Hangzhou, capital of East China’s Zhejiang Province, is one of them, too.
The two cities came out with fl ying colors in a survey conducted by Christopher Hsee, a Chicago University professor and the world’s leading expert 
on happiness, and the Chinese-language magazine Oriental Outlook. About 7,000 residents in 31 cities were polled in the last three months, yielding 
a dozen lists of rankings according to their architectures, convenient life, inter-personal harmony and the opportunity to make money.
China Daily reporter Mu Qian, who has traveled extensively across the country, and Zhao Xiaolu, a Hangzhou native, fi nd out what makes the two 
cities stand apart.

Landscape 
in the mist
By Mu Qian

Lhasa seems far away and somewhat 
mysterious even to many Chinese people. 
So it caught almost everyone by surprise 
when it came out tops in happiness in three 
of the 14 lists comprising 31 Chinese cities. 
Strange as it may sound, human emotions are 
often not directly proportionate to economic 
development. No wonder, the most advanced 
cities — Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou 
— didn’t fi gure even in the fi rst 20.

But why Lhasa? Perhaps this anecdote can 
explain. Lhasa resident Penpa is a Tibetan 
and a driver by profession. He walks into a 
teahouse to meet a friend and fi nds him sitting 
with a Han man. Penpa takes him to be his 
friend’s friend and joins their conversation. 
When it’s time to leave, the Han man not only 
pays the bill, but also asks the two friends 
home to dinner. The host slaughters a sheep, 
and invites fi ve or six of his friends to join in. 
They eat and drink from 3 pm to 1 am.

On his way back Penpa asks his friend: 
“How did you meet this man? He’s nice and 
kind!” His friend is surprised, and says: “I 
don’t know him. I thought you invited him to 
the teahouse!”

Indeed, there are no strangers in Lhasa, 
as Dawa Tsering, a researcher with the 
Academy of Social Sciences of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, says. Tsering attributes 
the phenomenon to Lhasa’s small number of 
270,000 permanent residents and a migratory 
population of 300,000 during the peak tourist 
season. Also, Lhasa is a holy city for Tibetans, 
and its residents have always helped pilgrims. 
And then there is the tradition of charity. 
During the Saga Dawa festival, celebrated 
every fourth month of the Tibetan calendar, 
a religious person carries hundreds of yuan 
in small change to give as alms.

In the 1990s, a Tibetan journalist disguised 
himself as a beggar to know how much one 
of them could earn. He was in for a surprise, 
for he collected more than 600 yuan in half 
a day.

Of course, begging doesn’t make Lhasa 
what it is. The city is full of opportunities 
today. The chances of making money have 
increased manyfold with the Qinghai-Tibet 
Railway, which began operation on July 1 
last year.

Lhasa in Tibetan means “abode of the 
gods”, and can trace its history to the 7th 
century when Songtsen Gampo established 
his center here to rule over Tibet. But modern-
day Lhasa’s development took place only in 
recent decades, especially in the last. 

In 1951, there were only three cars in the 
whole of the city, all belonging to the Dalai 
Lama. Its only industries were two factories; 
one making matches, the other nails. And 
there were no public schools or hospitals. But 
today, people here have modern and multi-
cultural facilities while enjoying a traditional 
lifestyle.

Chosang works as a civil servant in Lhasa 
after graduating from a Beijing university. He 
can choose any style of food in the numerous 
restaurants of the city today and hang out 
with friends in bars, just like he used to do 

in Beijing. 
Last year Chosang took his seven-year-old 

son to a Pizzahut outlet in Beijing. After their 
return, his son kept asking him for a pizza. 
He was in a fi x because Lhasa doesn’t have a 
Pizzahut. But it has the Snowland Restaurant 
near the Jokhang where his son enjoyed his 
pizza as much as he had done in Beijing.

Common people, too, have been enjoying 
the boon brought in by the railway. Says 
Tsering Wangdu, an old folk musician from 
Doilungdeqen County, on the outskirts of 
Lhasa: “Now, we can make money even by 
singing and dancing.” His grandson and 
granddaughter join him in his courtyard to 
sing, play and dance for tourists brought in by 
a travel agency. He says if his family performs 
for two tourist groups a day, he can earn up to  
48,000 yuan a year. 

The famous Barkhor Bazaar of Lhasa has 
about 1,500 stores selling souvenirs. Their 
business, too, has boomed with the coming of 
the railway. Sonam Tsering, 26, who owns one 
such store, says that in July his friends brought 
fi ve groups of tourists to his store and they 
bought souvenirs worth more than 100,000 
yuan, something unheard of earlier.

Income, he says, has gone up. “Take my 
store for instance. It cost me 200,000 yuan, 
but today I can sell it for 700,000 yuan.”

There is heaven above… 
The West Lake, with all its splendour and surrounding attractions, is Hangzhou’s centerpiece. 

Lhasa seems far away and somewhat mysterious even to many Chinese people.


