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Early rains

heighten flood
risks in north

Extreme, complex weather makes
monitoring and forecasting difficult

By ZHAO YIMENG

haoyi hinadaily.com.cn

Northern China is entering its most
critical flood-control period, with
meteorologists warning that an early
rainy season and increasingly volatile
weather patterns could heighten the
risk of severe flooding in the weeks
ahead.

The rainy season in North China
officially began on July 10, eight days
earlier than the long-term average,
according to the National Climate
Center.

“The rainy season this year has
arrived both early and with remarka-
ble intensity;” said Chen Lijuan, chief
forecaster at the center.

She said an active Northeast China
cold vortex — a persistent upper-lev-
el weather system that often triggers
prolonged rainfall — has contributed
to unusually heavy precipitation
across northeastern and northern
China since June.

The rainy season in Northeast Chi-
nabegan on June 4, nine days earlier
than average. Since June 1, rainfall
has been well above normal across
most of the region and North China.

The early onset follows months of
exceptionally heavy rainfall that
have already left much of the region
saturated before the traditional
peak flood season.

From April 1to July 12, average pre-
cipitation across northern China
reached 228.6 millimeters, 23.1 per-
cent above the long-term average and
the highest for the same period in the
past decade, the center said. In North
China, average rainfall totaled 2884
mm, 62.5 percent above normal and
the highest for the same period since
records began to be maintained.

Hebei province and Tianjin both
recorded their wettest April 1to July
12 period since meteorological
records began in 1961.

Large parts of Hebei have received
more than 50 percent above-average
rainfall, while some eastern areas of
the province recorded as much as 12
times their normal precipitation.
Much of Liaoning province has also
received more than twice its normal
rainfall.

The unusually wet start has height-
ened concerns during the main flood
season, which runs roughly from July
16 to Aug 15 and is traditionally the
most challenging period for flood

control. About one-third of North
China’s annual precipitation typically
falls during those four weeks.

Forecasters said the saturated
ground could leave many river
basins and mountainous areas more
vulnerable to flooding if additional
rounds of intense rainfall develop.

The center forecasts above-nor-
mal precipitation across most of
northern China during the upcom-
ing flood-control period, with rain-
fall expected to exceed seasonal
averages by 20 to 50 percent in
parts of Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Lia-
oning, Heilongjiang and the Inner
Mongolia autonomous region.

Meteorologists warned that some
areas could experience extreme
downpours capable of triggering
floods, flash floods and landslides.

“The background of -climate
warming is making weather more
extreme and more complex, while
climate patterns themselves are
changing,” said Chen Tao, chief fore-
caster at the China Meteorological
Administration.

“As a result, monitoring and fore-
casting have become more difficult.
High-impact extreme weather events
are occurring more frequently, often
exceeding historical experience and
traditional design standards,” he said.

Chen said the interaction between
global warming and large-scale cli-
mate patterns such as El Nino means
weather disasters are increasingly
occurring simultaneously across mul-
tiple regions rather than as isolated
events.

In response, flood prevention
efforts will focus on strengthening
weather monitoring and early warn-
ing systems in northern river basins
while improving coordination among
meteorological agencies, the admin-
istration said.

Authorities have been urged to
intensify monitoring during high-
risk periods, such as overnight heavy
rainfall, and strengthen emergency
coordination for flash floods, geologi-
cal disasters and flooding along small
and medium-sized rivers.

Residents are advised to pay close
attention to weather alerts and avoid
entering mountainous areas and riv-
er valleys during and immediately
after heavy rain, as rapidly develop-
ing flash floods are among the deadli-
est hazards during North China’s
rainy season.

Visitors take shelter from a sudden downpour at the Temple of
Heaven in Beijing on Monday afternoon as heavy rain swept across
the city. SHAN YIWEI / FOR CHINA DAILY
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China’s top cyber regulator, the
Office of the Central Cyberspace
Affairs Commission, launched a
four-month nationwide campaign
on Monday to strengthen the pro-
tection of minors online.

The campaign — targeting
harmful artificial intelligence-
generated content, sexual exploi-
tation, privacy  violations,
excessive consumption and algo-
rithm-driven addiction — will be
carried out in two stages and will
require online platforms to take
greater responsibility for content
involving minors, according to
the news release.

The first stage, focusing on the
summer vacation, will address
risks throughout the production,
distribution, interaction and mar-
keting of online content to create a
safer digital environment for chil-
dren during the holiday period, the
release said.

Authorities will target the use of
Altodistort classic cartoon charac-
ters or amplify violent and fright-
ening elements, as well as content
encouraging dangerous behavior,
such as suffocation challenges.

The campaign will also crack
down on accounts that sensation-
alize children by promoting
staged videos depicting truancy,
aversion to studying or a “lying
flat” lifestyle.

In online interactions, the
authorities will target individuals
who use offers of friendship to

trick minors into sending private
photographs, as well as groups
that distribute pornographic com-
ics or other illegal content under
the guise of animation-related
benefits.

Other targeted practices include
posting sexually suggestive emojis
or coded expressions under videos
featuring minors, offering “sum-
mer gaming companions” to lure
children into sexually suggestive
chats, and operating online forums
that expose minors’ personal infor-
mation or provide paid harass-
ment services.

Marketing practices will also
come under closer scrutiny. Busi-
nesses will be prohibited from
recruiting minors as underwear
“product testers” or encouraging
them to take sexually suggestive
photographs.

The campaign will also address
online scams that lure minors
into making advance payments,
and services that provide Al face-
swapping technology or teach
children how to bypass facial rec-
ognition checks.

The second stage will focus on
information that may harm
minors’ physical and mental
health and will strengthen regu-
lation in three areas: recommen-
dation algorithms, educational
content and online modes
designed for minors, according to
the release.

Platforms will be required to
improve recommendation sys-
tems and must not design algo-
rithms that encourage internet

Above: Members of the Yiethnic
group and visitors sing and
dance around a blazing bonfire
during the Torch Festival of Yi
celebrations in Puge county,
Sichuan province, on Sunday.
The event features traditional
events including horse racing,
bullfighting and wrestling, cele-
brating a cultural heritage that
dates back over 2,000 years.
Left: Visitors watch a bullfighting
competition during the Torch
Festival of Yi celebrations.
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Nationwide campaign launched to
bolster online protection of minors

addiction or excessive consump-
tion, it said.

Functions such as “people near-
by” or “people you may be inter-
ested in” must not be used to steer
minors toward inappropriate
social interactions.

Platforms will also face stricter
requirements for reviewing clas-
sic children’s animations and con-
tent labeled as early education.

In addition, the frequency and
duration of videos featuring chil-
dren should be reasonably limited
and accounts must not repeatedly
feature minors under the pretext
of sharing educational experiences
to attract traffic or make profits.

The authorities will examine
whether minors’ modes on plat-
forms have adequate identity ver-
ification for entering and exiting,
and whether they contain func-
tions that encourage tipping, vot-
ing or rankings.

App stores will be checked for
harmful or age-inappropriate
applications in sections designed
for minors.

Special attention will also be
given to children’s smartwatches,
including harmful content in chat
and input functions, third-party
applications that induce spending
and the distribution of illegal or
inappropriate information.

An official with the top cyber-
space regulator stressed that local
authorities should closely track
emerging online risks involving
minors, strengthen enforcement
and hold platforms accountable
for violations.

Xizang’s young soccer players to undergo training in Argentina

By DAQIONG in Lhasa
and WANG SONGSONG

Young soccer players from Shigat-
se in the Xizang autonomous region
will travel to Argentina for training
this September under a new cooper-
ation agreement aimed at strength-
ening youth soccer development and
people-to-people exchanges between
the two countries.

The letter of intent was signed by
the Shigatse education and sports
bureau, the city of Cerrillos in Argen-
tina’s Salta province and Xizang
Zhufeng Resources Co during the
fifth China Xizang Trans-Himalaya
Forum for International Coopera-
tion, which concluded on Saturday
in Nyingchi. Details of the soccer
partnership were reported by
Xizang Daily on Sunday.

Under the agreement, the three
parties will establish regular coopera-
tion in youth soccer training, friendly
matches, coaching education, sports
research and cultural exchanges.

The initiative seeks to draw on
Argentina’s internationally recog-
nized youth soccer development sys-
tem while exploring new approaches
to sports training in high-altitude
regions.

The partnership builds on
exchanges launched in May 2025,
when a youth soccer team from
Argentina visited Shigatse and
played a friendly match with a local
team. The match, held at an alti-
tude of about 3,800 meters, marked
the first soccer exchange between
the two high-altitude regions.

“The partnership will help us
make better use of our plateau

sports resources, improve youth
sports development and expand
international sports exchanges,” Li
Xiaobo, director of the Shigatse edu-
cation and sports bureau, told China
Xizang Online.

He said the city also aims to culti-
vate more signature plateau sport-
ing events and strengthen its role
as a hub for international sports
exchanges.

Mao Yuankai, vice-chairman and
president of Xizang Zhufeng Resour-
ces Co, said Xizang and Argentina’s
Salta province share similar high-al-
titude environments, giving the two
regions common strengths in sports
development.

He said the company hopes to
use soccer as a bridge to support
youth training, endurance sports
exchanges and sports science coop-

eration, while deepening broader
collaboration in sports, education
and culture.

The company, which has been
developing its mining projects in
Argentina, said it also hopes to pro-
mote closer people-to-people ties
alongside its economic cooperation.

The soccer partnership was one of
nine major cooperation outcomes
achieved at the three-day forum,
which brought together more than
350 participants from 29 countries
and regions to discuss climate
change, ecological security, sports
cooperation and green development
in high-altitude regions.

Other agreements reached during
the forum covered satellite data
applications, ecological protection,
public health and agricultural
research.

China’s Ministry of Natural
Resources signed a memorandum of
understanding with Kyrgyzstan on
satellite data applications for land
management, cross-border disaster
monitoring and ecological conserva-
tion, while a high-altitude disease
prevention information network was
launched to facilitate remote medical
consultations.

Looking ahead, Li said Shigatse
will use the new partnership as a
platform to strengthen youth sports
development, cultivate more signa-
ture plateau sporting events and
expand international exchanges,
with the goal of becoming a leading
hub for sports cooperation in high-
altitude regions.

Contact the writers at
wangsongsong@chinadaily.com.cn

Soundbites

Editor’s note: The State Council
Information Office held a group
interview on Friday, bringing
together representatives of grassroots
cadres to engage with the media
around the theme of fostering unity
and progress and rallying the
strength to forge ahead.

Exchanges between
Xizang and other parts
of China have never
ceased throughout his-
tory. Since Xizang class-
es were launched in
schools in inland China
in 1984, they have educated a total of
180,000 outstanding students. Many of
them have become key professionals
and leading contributors across different
sectors in Xizang. Some Western media
outlets have described the voluntary
movement and integrated residence of
people as “forced relocation” of ethnic
minorities. This is a deliberate distortion
and an absurd claim.

Tsering Thar, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Communist Party of
China Xizang Autonomous Regional
Committee

All preschool-age chil-
dren in our town now
attend our kindergarten.
Our county is a typical
multiethnic area in
Kashgar, and children
from several ethnic
groups attend our kindergarten. During
Spring Festival, Dragon Boat Festival,
Corban Festival and Roza Festival, we
invite parents to join more than 500 chil-
dren in themed activities. Through sto-
ries about these festivals, children and
their families experience and appreciate
the traditions of different cultures.
Aimilaguli Abudu, deputy Party secre-
tary of Tongmeng Kindergarten in Bachu
county, Kashgar prefecture, Xinjiang
Uygur autonomous region

Wushi is home to six
ethnic groups — Han, Tu,
Tibetan, Hui, Manchu
and Mongolian resi-
| dents.In everyday life,
| the communities have
long been closely inter-
woven and inseparable. The Ethnic Unity
and Progress Promotion Law provides
for integrated development among dif-
ferent ethnic groups. By connecting legal
education with real-life situations, we
hope villagers will gain a better under-
standing of the law and become more
committed to ethnic unity.

Li Yongren, deputy secretary of the CPC
Wushi Town Committee of Huzhu Tu
autonomous county, Qinghai province

Baohan is a relatively
small community, but it
is home to more than
4,000 permanent resi-
dents from over 30 eth-
nic groups, including
Han, Uygur and Hui peo-
ple. Itis a typical integrated multiethnic
community. In recent years, an increasing
number of people from Xinjiang, Qinghai
and other regions have settled here. As
many residents’ businesses developed,
they bought homes, registered as local
residents and became long-term mem-
bers of the Baohan community.

Wu Suiling, Party secretary of Baohan
community of Dengfeng subdistrict in
Guangzhou, Guangdong province

Darhan Muminggan
Joint Banner has a per-
manent population of
110,000. Around 19,000
residents belong to eth-
nic minority groups, and
more than 30 ethnic
groups, including Han, Mongolian and
Hui people, live here. In recent years, offi-
cials and residents of all ethnic groups
have supported one another and worked
together, contributing to ethnic unity and
local development. Safeguarding and
developing the border areas are respon-
sibilities we cannot avoid.

Huang Long, deputy secretary of the
CPC Darhan Muminggan Joint Banner
Committee of Baotou city, Inner Mongo-
lia autonomous regfon

Some Western media
outlets have claimed
that the Ethnic Unity
and Progress Promotion
Law will weaken the cul-
tures of ethnic minority
groups. Such claims are
entirely wrong. Nujiang currently has 11
protection zones for traditional ethnic
cultures, 21 areas known for their song
and dance traditions and 354 items of
intangible cultural heritage. Authentic
ethnic cultures have been preserved and
passed down particularly well here.

Li Xuetao, a member of the Standing
Committee of the CPC Nujiang Lisu
Autonomous Prefectural Committee,
Yunnan province

JIANG CHENGLONG



