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blueprint into action

Anhui sci-tech 
to spearhead  
5-year plan
East China province to capitalize in 
areas it has first-mover advantage

13,000 by the end of 2025. The 
actual figure exceeded 24,000 by 
then.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period, Anhui identified 10 sectors 
as strategic emerging industries, 
which accounted for 45.4 percent 
of industrial output by the end of 
2025, laying a solid foundation for 
the integration of technology and 
industry, Wang said.

To further transform innovation 
advantages into industrial strength, 
the provincial government said it 
will upgrade its strategic emerging 
industries.

Four industries will retain their 
names: next-generation informa-
tion technology, artificial intelli-
gence, high-end equipment 
manufacturing, and new materi-
als. Another four industries have 
been renamed intelligent con-
nected new energy vehicles, new 
energy and green low-carbon, 
smart home, and biomedicine and 
high-end medical equipment.

The digital creativity and green 
food industries have been replaced 
by the robotics industry and the 
low-altitude economy and aero-
space industry.

Meanwhile, the province will cul-
tivate 10 future industries, includ-
ing quantum technology and 
embodied intelligence, upgrade 
eight traditional industries 
through technological transforma-
tion, and develop eight modern ser-
vice sectors.

According to Wang, strategic 
emerging industries are those 
with a solid foundation, while 
future industries are those in 
which the province enjoys a first-
mover advantage.

Quantum computers such as 
Jiuzhang, Zuchongzhi and Wukong, 
which have frequently made head-
lines, were developed by teams in 
Hefei.

Public information shows that 
the province is now home to doz-
ens of quantum technology com-
panies.

Anhui will provide more fund-
ing, talent and policy support to 
enterprises and encourage leading 
companies to establish innovation 
consortiums, allowing enterprises 
to help determine research direc-
tions and make key decisions, 
according to the news conference 
on Friday.

Judicial services made more accessible 
to nation’s persons with disabilities
By CAO YIN 
caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn

Judicial services have been 
made more accessible to people 
with disabilities in recent years, 
thanks to intensified collaboration 
between courts and disabled per-
sons’ federations.

With details of five landmark 
cases released on Sunday, National 
Disability Day, the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court and the China Disabled 
Persons’ Federation reaffirmed 
their commitment to better pro-
tecting individuals with disabilities 
by improving access to barrier-free 
judicial services.

In February 2024, the two orga-
nizations agreed to improve acces-
sible judicial services for disabled 
individuals, with the top court stat-
ing that safeguarding the legiti-
mate rights of this group is crucial 
for upholding the rule of law for all 
groups in society and ensuring 
public well-being.

Since then, 737 mediation organi-
zations and 2,586 mediators from 
the national disability federation 
system have joined an online plat-
form established by the top court. 
By the end of March, they had suc-
cessfully mediated 940 disputes 
under judicial guidance, according 
to data released on Sunday.

“These numbers demonstrate 
the effectiveness of our collabora-
tive approach, which reduces legal 
costs for disabled individuals, pro-
vides more accessible legal services 
and boosts court efficiency,” the top 
court said.

One highlighted case involved a 
deaf deliveryman surnamed Li, 
who collided with another rider 
surnamed Wang while riding his 
electric bike one evening. Li sus-
tained multiple bruises, and his 
bike, essential to his livelihood, was 
severely damaged.

Traffic police found Wang fully 
responsible for the accident. How-
ever, during compensation negoti-
ations, Wang agreed only to cover 
Li’s medical expenses and refused 
to pay for bike repairs and lost 
wages. Li then filed a lawsuit 
against Wang at the Dongcheng 
District People’s Court in Beijing.

Recognizing Li’s lack of hearing, 
the court quickly activated its fast-
track service for disabled individ-
uals. Using writing tablets and 
voice-to-text software, the court 
assisted Li in preparing his case, 
in which he sought 2,900 yuan 
($426) in compensation for medi-
cal costs, bike repairs and lost 
wages, and prioritized the filing 
process.

The court also arranged for a 
professional sign language inter-
preter through the China Disabled 
Persons’ Federation and invited 
federation staff to assist with 
mediation.

After extensive legal explana-
tions and mediation efforts, Wang 
agreed to transfer the full compen-
sation to Li through a single online 
payment.

The top court highlighted the 
mediation as a significant case 
involving traffic accident liability 
for non-motor vehicle users and 

disabled individuals engaged in 
new forms of employment.

“Many disabled individuals now 
work as couriers and delivery rid-
ers, making traffic accidents a sig-
nificant occupational risk,” the top 
court said.

It also praised the Beijing court’s 
thoughtful and efficient barrier-
free services for disabled people, 
saying: “Although the process was 
silent, it gave a voice to the hearing-
impaired deliveryman in the judi-
cial system.”

The other four cases released on 
Sunday also focused on key issues 
affecting disabled individuals in 
modern employment, including 
labor compensation, livestream-
ing tips, consumer rights and per-
sonal injury.

While working with local disa-
bility federations to improve 
access to legal services, the top 
court said some Chinese courts 
have also strengthened coordina-
tion with authorities overseeing 
employment, transportation, con-
sumer protection and tourism to 
prevent disputes at the source.

The Shapingba District People’s 
Court in Chongqing handled a case 
in which a disabled person was 
injured during a tourism-related 
dispute. 

After identifying inadequate 
accessible facilities and manage-
ment shortcomings, the court 
issued recommendations to the 
local tourism management com-
mittee, urging improvements in 
service accessibility, quality and 
convenience.

Soundbites

Visitors explore artworks during a photography and oil painting exhibition in Jiande’s Zhijiang vil-
lage, Zhejiang province, on Saturday. Featuring 90 works created largely by local villagers, the open-
air exhibition transforms fields, forests and village lanes into gallery spaces celebrating rural life and 
local culture. Xu Yu / Xinhua

Pastoral pictures

By ZHU LIXIN in Hefei
zhulixin@chinadaily.com.cn

With its gross domestic product 
rising by 5.8 percent year-on-year 
in the first quarter, the eastern 
province of Anhui has made a 
strong start to the 15th Five-Year 
Plan (2026-30) period, according 
to the province’s top official.

Wang Qingxian, governor of 
Anhui, said the deep integration 
of scientific and technological 
innovation with industrial inno-
vation will continue to serve as the 
core engine driving the province’s 
high-quality development.

He made the remarks during a 
news conference in Hefei, the pro-
vincial capital, on Friday.

During an inspection tour of 
the province in 2024, President 
Xi Jinping, who is also general 
secretary of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee, 
urged Anhui to establish itself as 
an important hub of sci-tech 
innovation, a center for emerging 
industries, a new frontier for 
reform and opening-up, and a 
comprehensive green transfor-
mation zone for socioeconomic 
development.

Concrete examples highlight the 
province’s successful integration 
of technology and industry.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) period, Anhui’s GDP 
reached 5.3 trillion yuan ($776 
billion), while its industrial reve-
nue ranked fifth nationwide at 5.9 
trillion yuan.

Enterprises have served as the 
main drivers of innovation, with 
more than 80 percent of research 
and development investment com-
ing from high-tech companies, 
which have expanded faster than 
expected.

The previous five-year plan set a 
target of increasing the number of 
national-level high-tech enterpris-
es in the province to more than 

5.3
trillion yuan
of GDP was achieved in 2025, 
the final year of the 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021–25) period, 
while industrial revenue 
reached 5.9 trillion yuan, 
ranking fifth nationwide.

Editor’s note: The State Council 
Information Office on Friday hosted 
a news conference where five people 
with disabilities encouraged their 
peers to fully contribute to China’s 
modernization drive. 

I tell the women 
around me: a single 
embroidery needle is 
small, but thousands 
together can stitch a 
magnificent land-
scape. One person’s 
strength isn’t enough — real strength 
comes from a crowd. So we set up our 
embroidery workshop, where disabled 
people from nearby villages learn to 
make Dong products. 
Lu Yongjiang, a former teacher-turned-
embroidery entrepreneur who trains dis-
abled artisans in Guizhou province

The challenge for 
disabled people trying 
to integrate into socie-
ty isn’t the physical 
limitation — it’s the 
mental block: feeling 
stuck and thinking 
you’re a burden. What matters most is 
when disabled people walk down the 
street or through a park, people don’t 
stare or gossip. Instead, we feel accepted 
as equals. 
Yang Yu, founder of an accessible travel 
agency in Zhangjiajie, Hunan province

The confidence 
comes when everyone 
can draw nourishment 
from their own cul-
ture. Deaf viewers 
used to rely on guess-
work. Subtitles only 
told them the words. But when we com-
bine dance with sign language, we’re 
not just translating — we’re singing with 
our bodies.
Chen Jing, a deaf dancer from the China 
Disabled Persons’ Art Troupe who shot 
to fame with a sign-language perform-
ance on the 2025 Spring Festival Gala

The biggest chal-
lenge in building 
accessible travel servi-
ces was the lack of 
real-world data on 
blind travelers. So we 
spent a long time 
recruiting testers nationwide — different 
ages, jobs and degrees of visual impair-
ment. Their feedback made our launch 
possible, helping blind people travel with 
confidence and freedom.
Wang Zhihua, a ride-hailing executive 
with a visual disability whose accessible 
travel project has facilitated 3.6 million 
trips for people with disabilities

The needs of disa-
bled people are prac-
tical and varied — 
some require rehabili-
tation and care, others 
need jobs, and still 
others seek cultural 
enrichment. Meeting these demands 
means taking responsibility and acting 
with sincerity. 
Liu Min, Wenchuan earthquake survivor 
who lost her right leg and who works at 
Sichuan province’s disabled persons’ 
federation 

Li Lei

Achieving 
balance
in our lives
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As our shared community 
embraces nature's revitalizing 
energy, let’s also embrace the 
beauty of our surroundings and 
our common desire to create an 
ecological environment where 
humans and nature coexist and 
flourish together in harmony.


