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FAR & WIDE

THE FIVE KITES

) SOFT-WINGED KITE

Bamboo
main frame

Hard upper part

Soft lower part

The upper part has a
bamboo strip that
supports as a
structure, the lower
part is soft. The frame
is suitable for making
bird or insect kites.

} BUNCH-SHAPED KITE

It is made up of several kites
of the same or different kinds
connected one by one by
string.

} HARD-WINGED KITE

Bamboo
main frame

The wing-shaped frame is made
up of two strips of bamboo placed
horizontally, leaving a hole in the
middle for the wind to pass
through. Wings, both top and
bottom, have bamboo supports.

) PLANK-SHAPED KITE

In the shape of a plank, it has a flat
structure with a frame around it.
Its assembly is simpler and it's
easier to fly, which makes it one of
the most used kites.

} TUBE-SHAPED KITE

This kind of kite, composed
of several connected wind
receiving sides or "tubes",
has a structure of distinct
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BEHIND WEIFANG KITES

MAKING A KITE

Detailed steps on the
traditional design and
making of a Chinese kite
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m JOINING

The strips are attached as
indicated in the sketch and
fixed with glue and tweezers.

8 K
Glue

m STICKING

The bamboo structure is
covered with glue and then
glued to the paper.

(A PAINTING

Drawing and painting on the
pattern designed previously.

m ASSEMBLING

All parts of the kite are
assembled.

dimensions.
Depending on the
RELEASE i length of the dragon, it
takes several people to hold
£ THE DRAGON the head and body on the
H ground. Once released, it may be
necessary for several people to
hold the comet due to strong winds.
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WEIFANG WOR LD KITES The culture of kites is spread all over the world, these are samples from
some countries exhibited in the Weifang Kite Museum.
People in Weifang have Flying kites is something
kept the customs of that has taken hold in
making kites held high many countries in the

for generations. Host
of the world’s largest
kite festival, the city is
sometimes referred to
as the “kite capital of
the world”.

Sources: Weifang Kite Museum, Guo Hongli Workshop, China Weifang Tiancheng Flying Kite Co, Yangjiabu Folk Art Grand Garden

world throughout history.
it Various countries have
different customs and
traditions around kites,

Finally, the kite
is flown to check
if the structure
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