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Century of progress fuels OUC’s future outlook

Ocean University of
China plots course
to stay at forefront of
higher education

By YUAN SHENGGAO

Ocean University of China, or
OUC, is ready to celebrate its
100th anniversary on Oct 25.

The university in Qingdao, a
coastal city in East China’s
Shandong province, boasts a
complete range of disciplines, of
which oceanography and fisheries
are a specialty.

It is a key university in the
national “211, “985” and “double
world-class” projects. Project 211 is
an education initiative that has
funded more than 100 Chinese
universities with the purpose of
raising them to international aca-
demic standards by the end of the
21st century. The purpose of
Project 985 was to create elite uni-
versities from those under the 211
Project. Lastly, the double world-
class plan is to raise a group of Chi-
nese universities and disciplines
to world-class level.

The development goal of OUC is
to become a world-class compre-
hensive ocean university by 2030
and a world-class university with
distinctive characteristics by the
middle of this century.

The university was founded in
1924 and went through phases
as the Private Qingdao Universi-
ty, National Qingdao University,
National Shandong University
and Shandong University before
evolving into Shandong College
of Oceanography in 1959. It was
renamed Ocean University of
Qingdao in 1988 and Ocean Uni-
versity of China in 2002.

With the motto “Ocean
embraces all streams; exploring
promises reaching far”, OUC has
embarked on a path of charac-
teristic development, scientific
progress, nurturing people to
advance innovation and contrib-
ute to the country through
ocean-related endeavors.

Over its long history, the uni-
versity has attracted a large
number of renowned scholars
and educators, such as masters
of literature and history Yang
Zhensheng, Zhao Taimou and
Liang Shiqiu, and great scien-
tists Tang Tenghan and Fu Ying.

OUC has always been at the
forefront of higher education in
China. It was designated as one
of the 13 key comprehensive uni-
versities in the country in 1960
and became capable of awarding
doctoral and master’s degrees in
1981

Currently, the university has
four campuses. The Laoshan,
Yushan and Fushan campuses
together cover more than 160
hectares. The first phase of the
fourth campus on Qingdao’s west
coast came into use in 2022 and
once completed will occupy
about 187 hectares.

OUC consists of one faculty, 20
colleges and one teaching center
for fundamental courses. It has
more than 36,900 students,
including more than 17,890
undergraduates;  14,950-plus
master’s students; more than
3,800 doctoral students and 320
foreign students. The university
has more than 4,100 faculty
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From left: The Yushan campus of Ocean University of China. The Laoshan campus of OUC. The cherry blossom in OUC.

members, including 16 academi-
cians, 89 nationally leading tal-
ents and 610 other talents of
importance.

It has created a comprehen-
sive marine discipline system
with Chinese characteristics. It
integrates marine science and
technology; life science and
technology; engineering tech-
nology; humanities and social
sciences; as well basic sciences,
which can support each other.

With the aim of cultivating
excellent innovative profession-
als — with a sense of social
responsibility; international
vision and awareness of coopera-
tion and competition; scientific
spirit and humanism; innovative
consciousness and practice abili-
ties — OUC has trained more
than 360,000 outstanding gradu-
ates who are now in different
industries across the world.

With a mission to cultivate
talents for the nation’s marine
industry, the university has
seen 16 of its graduates elected
as academicians in the field of
oceanography. More than half
of the 75 scientists who partici-
pated in China’s first Antarctic
expedition were graduates of
the university.

OUC prides itself on achieving
high levels of scientific and tech-
nological self-reliance, and focus-
es on building nationally strategic
scientific and technological capa-
bilities in the marine field. It has
led preparation for the Laoshan
Laboratory, which was estab-
lished in 2022, and formed a sys-
tem of integrated development
between a university and a
national laboratory.

It has more than 40 important
scientific research centers and
platforms, involving key national
laboratories and national engi-
neering technology research cen-
ters.

OUC boasts three scientific
research internship vessels,
including the “Dongfanghong 3"
a large silent 5,000-metric-ton
ship. The university has also won
a first-prize and three second-
prizes in China’s State Techno-
logical Invention Award; two
second-prizes in the State Natu-
ral Science Award and 12 second-
prizes in the State Scientific and
Technological Progress Award;
received the highest science and
technology award in Shandong
province four times; and the
highest science and technology
award in Qingdao six times.

The university upholds an
open approach to education and
is a key driver of global coopera-
tion and exchange in marine sci-
ence and education.

It has established partner-
ships with more than 300 scien-
tific and educational institutions
in more than 50 countries and
regions; collaborated with the
University of Adelaide in Austra-
lia to establish Haide College;
and cooperated with high-level
institutions in countries such as
the United States and the United
Kingdom to launch educational
projects and establish joint
research centers.

OUC has also initiated the
establishment of the Interna-
tional Alliance of Marine-related
Institutions and the China-Nor-
way Marine University Consorti-
um Alliance.

Linking hands with more than 300 institutions across the world

By YUAN SHENGGAO

Committed to opening-up, the
Ocean University of China has been
expanding international coopera-
tion based on its strengths and
resources.

The university has established
partnerships with more than 300
universities and research institutes
in some 50 countries and regions.

It co-founded the International
Alliance of Marine-related Institu-
tions and the China-Norway Marine
University Consortium Alliance and
has joined numerous educational
cooperative organizations.

Focusing on the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations region,
OUC set up the Sino-Thai Academic
Center on Marine and Fishery Scien-
ces in collaboration with Kasetsart
University in 2017.

Following that, the UMT-OUC
Joint Academic Centre for Marine
Studies was founded in 2019 by OUC

and the University Malaysia Tereng-
ganu.

Additionally, it is home to an array
of international cooperation plat-
forms, which play a vital role in aca-
demic research and exchanges. They
are the Center for Sino-German
Cooperation in Marine Sciences, the
Sino-UK Joint Research Center, the
Sino-Australian Joint Research Cen-
ter for Coastal Zone, the OUC-UoP
Center for Blue Governance, the
Sino-Australian Research Consorti-
um for Coastal Management and the
Secretariat for International Cooper-
ation in Multidisciplinary Polar
Research.

Talent cultivation

To foster students with an interna-
tional perspective, OUC continues to
improve its education systems and
engage in international education
programs.

The Asia Fisheries and Marine
Environment Leaders Program,

jointly launched

College in part-

by OUC, Nagas- z 700 nership with the
aki University in y University  of
Japan, Pukyong StU-dentS Adelaide in Aus-
National Univer- have taken partin the “interna- tralia, while
sity in the tionalstudy week”heldbythe developing stu-
Republic of OUC annually since 2022 dent exchange
Korea and the programs with

University Malaysia Terengganu,
offers students three to 12-month
student exchange programs and a
dual degree program.

Ttis designed to nurture more pro-
fessionals in the fishery resources
and marine environment sector and
strengthen cooperation among stu-
dents and faculty members of the
three nations, said representatives
from the OUC.

The program was inducted into
the Collective Action of Mobility Pro-
gram of University Students in Asia
in 2021, which was initiated at the
fifth China-Japan-ROK Trilateral
Summit in 2012.

OUC has also established Haide

the University of Western Brittany in
France and the University of Bonn in
Germany.

Since 2022, the university has
been holding the “international
study week” annually, inviting
renowned scholars from universities
like the University of California and
the University of London to offer
courses. More than 2,700 students
have taken part in the study so far.

A specialized center for courses on
international marine affairs was
established in 2017, with the aim of
developing more talents in global
ocean governance. The center has so
far organized 123 lectures on inter-
national marine affairs, attracting

more than 20,000 teachers and stu-
dents, according to OUC.

Academic cooperation

During the past decade, OUC has
undertaken some 80 major interna-
tional cooperative projects.

Of them, the Northwestern Pacific
Ocean Circulation and Climate
Experiment and the Air-Sea Interac-
tion in the Kuroshio Extension and
its Climate Impact are among the
first international research projects
led by Chinese scientists in the
oceanographic sector.

They have established China’s
leading position in international
marine scientific research on the
western Pacific, said researchers
from OUC.

Another remarkable international
project is the Second Collaborative
Study of the Kuroshio and its Adja-
cent Regions, or CSK-2, which
involves research institutes of eight
countries including OUC, the Japan

Agency for Marine-Earth
Science and Technology, and the
Institute of Oceanography in Viet-
nam.

In June 2022, CSK-2 was approved
as a United Nations-led program in
the UN Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development (2021-
2030).

OUC has also participated in a
number of major marine scientific
research initiatives including the
International Geosphere-Bio-
sphere Programme and the World
Climate Research Programme.

In 2023, the WCRP set up its
International CLIVAR Project
Office in OUC. The CLIVAR, or Cli-
mate and Ocean: Variability, Pre-
dictability and Change, is one of the
six core projects of the WCRP. Its
mission is to understand the
dynamics, interaction and predict-
ability of the climate system with
emphasis on ocean-atmosphere
interactions.
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