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COMMENT

Editorials

Strengthen genuine partnerships through
dialogue, cooperation and concrete results

n response to the evident need for a more

just and equitable global governance sys-

tem, President Xi Jinping put forward the

Global Governance Initiative at last year’s
“Shanghai Cooperation Organization Plus” Meet-
ing in Tianjin. The theme of this year’s SCO Sum-
mit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan — “Together Toward
Sustainable Peace, Development and Prosperity”
— and its agenda highlight that the organization
can help put the GGI into practice.

Xi is attending the SCO Summit 2026 and pay-
ing state visits to Kyrgyzstan and Egypt from Sun-
day to Thursday. The SCO’s thriving development
over the past 25 years demonstrates the appeal of a
new type of international relations based on mul-
tilateralism and cooperation rather than unilater-
alism and bloc confrontation. The steady
development of China’s relations with Kyrgyzstan
and Egypt over the decades shows how genuine
partnerships can translate into tangible benefits
for people.

The symbolic value of the Bishkek summit lies in
underscoring the model of global governance the
SCO represents. Sovereign equality, the rule of law,
multilateralism, people-centered development
and concrete actions are not abstract principles.
They can be tested and demonstrated through
security cooperation, connectivity, trade, techno-
logical innovation, cultural exchanges and
improved livelihoods, as shown in the develop-
ment of relations between China and Kyrgyzstan.

Over the 34.years since the establishment of dip-
lomatic ties, their relationship has withstood the
test of a changing international landscape, main-
tained sound and stable development throughout,
and reached the high level of a comprehensive
strategic partnership for a new era.

As Xi said upon his arrival in Bishkek on Sun-
day, China-Kyrgyzstan cooperation has ushered in
a “golden period” of rapid development.

The development of the bilateral relationship,
which is defined by good-neighborliness, friend-
ship and shared prosperity, is measured not simply
in trade volumes or infrastructure projects, but in
better connectivity, greater opportunity and closer
human ties. Two-way visits exceeded 400,000 last
year, and 30 pairs of sister provinces and cities
enjoy close ties, cementing the foundation for last-
ing friendship.

As founding members of the SCO and members
of the Global South, the two countries share an

interest in upholding international fairness and
justice, opposing unilateralism and bloc confron-
tation, and promoting an equal and orderly multi-
polar world and a universally beneficial and
inclusive economic globalization.

Kyrgyzstan’s election as a nonpermanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council provides another
opportunity for the two countries to strengthen
coordination within the UN and promote a more
just and equitable global governance system.

This year is the start of China’s 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30). Kyrgyzstan is implementing its National
Development Program until 2030 and making all-
out efforts to build a “New Kyrgyzstan” Pursuing
mutual benefit and win-win results is essential for
the enduring vitality of their cooperation. The two
neighbors should take a long-term view, focus on
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, and contin-
uously upgrade practical cooperation in not only
trade, investment, connectivity and green mining
but also the digital economy, clean energy, artificial
intelligence and other emerging fields.

Xi’s visit to Egypt will also inject vitality into Chi-
na-Egypt relations. This year marks the 70th anni-
versary of their diplomatic relations. The two
countries have developed a comprehensive strate-
gic partnership through political trust, economic
cooperation and people-to-people exchanges.

China stands ready to work with Egypt to deep-
en cooperation in economy, trade, military, Al and
other sectors, enhance coordination on multilater-
al affairs, and jointly build a China-Egypt commu-
nity with a shared future in the new era. The two
countries share extensive common ground in
international and regional affairs and shoulder
significant responsibilities in maintaining inter-
national and regional stability.

As evidenced by the development of China-
Kyrgyzstan and China-Egypt relations, differen-
ces in history, culture, social systems and stages
of development should be a source of dialogue
and cooperation.

The growth of the SCO likewise shows that
countries can manage their differences through
dialogue, pursue common interests through coop-
eration and build trust through concrete results.
By carrying forward the Shanghai Spirit, deepen-
ing cooperation and translating the GGI’s princi-
ples into action, the SCO can make new
contributions to regional peace, stability and pros-
perity.

US unilateral economic coercion hegemonic

n an attempt to tighten the noose on Iran’s
economic lifeline, the United States adminis-
tration launched “Operation Economic Out-
cast: Total Isolation of the Iranian Regime”,
seeking to sever the country’s financial connec-
tions around the world. Yet one of the grave conse-
quences of this aggressive restrictive measure is
the collateral damage it inflicts on the global econ-
omy. By weaponizing the US financial prowess
and targeting any entity that allegedly does busi-
ness with “blacklisted” Iranian companies, the US
seems ready to turn a regional conflict it started,
along with Israel, into a global economic disrup-
tion and a potentially existential threat to the very
“rules-based” order it claims to uphold.

Kameng Trading Ltd, a Hong Kong-registered
company, has become the latest Chinese victim
of the US administration’s escalating enforce-
ment drive, after the US Treasury Department
announced on Friday it would sanction the com-
pany over alleged “money-laundering” ties to an
Iranian institution — claims that, as ever with
such US allegations, have not been substantiat-
ed. The move comes only days after the US
imposed a fresh round of Iran-related sanctions
against multiple Chinese entities. The US
administration has also hinted at possible sanc-
tions against major Chinese financial institu-
tions over their alleged “links” to Iran.

The reckless moves by the US constitute a fla-
grant abuse of extraterritorial jurisdiction, and
are in blatant violation of international law and
the basic norms governing international rela-
tions. These measures not only threaten to dis-
rupt global energy markets and exacerbate
inflation, but also hurt countries that are not
party to the US-Iran conflict. The punishment
the US metes out against third parties is about
the US leveraging its control over the global
financial system to force other countries into
doing what it wants.

The Chinese government has expressed firm
opposition to these unilateral and unlawful sanc-
tions, and has made it clear that it will take all
necessary measures to resolutely protect the
legitimate rights and interests of Chinese entities.

Over six months after the US and Israel
launched “Epic Fury” against Iran, the promised

“quick victory” has failed to arrive. Not a single
preset goal — regime change or the dismantling
of Iran’s nuclear and missile programs, has been
met. The White House’s prediction that the war
would last only “four to six weeks” now stands as
proof of strategic miscalculation, shattered by a
protracted stalemate that has exposed the limits
of the US’ military reach. Faced with this impasse
and confronted with mounting domestic discon-
tent, the US administration has reverted to its old
standby of maximum economic pressure. Yet this
coercive approach will likely meet the same dead
end as the military campaign that preceded it.

Iran has already endured US sanctions for dec-
ades, and not been brought to its knees under
external pressure. If anything, each new round
of restrictions only reinforces its “defiance”
Washington’s calculus — that squeezing the Ira-
nian people with sanctions will spark a popular
uprising — comes at a high cost. The immediate
result will be deeper suffering for the Iranian
people, and along with that, more resentment
toward the US.

To coerce other countries into unquestioning-
ly following the US’ lead, the US administration
is threatening to cut off disobeying nations from
the dollar system, a move that will only acceler-
ate the global push for de-dollarization.

History shows that the more the US imposes
unilateral sanctions, the more likely it is to incen-
tivize the rest of the world to build work-arounds,
such as creating alternative payment systems,
developing parallel financial infrastructure, or
conducting trade in currencies other than the dol-
lar. The US is therefore hastening the de-dollariza-
tion of the global economy with its economic
attack on Iran, undermining the very foundation
of its own financial hegemony.

The US cannot bomb or sanction Iran to shape
it to its liking. A true resolution to the hostilities
demands a strategic pivot from coercion to
diplomacy. Dialogue, not isolation, offers the
only viable path to resolve the conflict. Military
options breed endless cycles of retaliation; and
sanctions punish civilians and harm the world
economy. Negotiation is the harder choice, yet it
is the means to deliver peace and avert another
cycle of conflict.
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Opinion Line

Mudslide disaster grave warning
the world can’t afford to ignore

The speed at which a glacier can
become a disaster was revealed high in
the Himalayas, at an elevation of
roughly 5,200 meters, when a glacier
on the Nepalese side of the China-Ne-
pal border fractured, unleashing a cas-
cade of rock and ice. But what began
as an ice avalanche soon became a
high-speed debris flow and then
turned into a catastrophic mudslide.
By the time it reached Gyirong Port in
China’s Xizang autonomous region, it
was hurtling at roughly 50 meters per
second — about 180 kilometers per
hour. The entire sequence from the
initial collapse to the devastating
arrival of the mudslide at Gyirong Port
took only about seven minutes, leaving
no time for prewarning and causing
heavy casualties.

Scientists have long warned that gla-
ciers around the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
and the broader Himalayan region —
the so-called Third Pole and the largest
body of ice outside the Arctic and Ant-
arctic — are becoming increasingly
unstable as the planet warms. Glaciers
are extraordinarily sensitive to temper-
ature changes. Human-induced warm-
ing has been the primary driver of
widespread glacial retreat since the
1990s. This continued melting does
not merely make glaciers smaller but
also destabilizes them, markedly
increasing the likelihood of ice, rock
and water moving together. As the cli-
mate warms, such glacial chain disas-
ters are becoming more frequent, more
widespread and more destructive.

The glacier is, in this sense, more a
messenger than a culprit. The years
from 2015 through 2025 were the 11
hottest on record. Global greenhouse-
gas emissions reached a record high,
while glaciers worldwide lost an esti-
mated 408 gigatonnes of mass in
2025 alone — equivalent to filling five
Olympic-sized swimming pools every
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second of the year. The Himalayas are
among the regions that suffered the
greatest losses.

Yet, when such disasters occur,
responsibility is often discussed as
though emissions were neatly con-
fined within national borders.

They are not.

A smartphone assembled in Asia
does not become environmentally
benign because its eventual buyer
lives in California. National emis-
sions inventories generally count pol-
lution where production occurs, even
if production serves consumption
elsewhere. The result is a peculiar
accounting system in which wealthy
societies consume carbon-intensive
goods while much of the associated
pollution appears on somebody else’s
ledger. For instance, while the US’
territorial energy-related carbon
dioxide emissions reached roughly
4.9 billion metric tons in 2025, its
consumption footprint is significant-
ly higher, revealing the carbon cost of
outsourcing production.

This matters because the climate cri-
sis is fundamentally a question of
cumulative emissions. The US alone is
responsible for roughly one-fifth of all
cumulative carbon dioxide emissions
since 1850, with the European Union
accounting for about 12 percent. Taken
together, developed nations have emit-
ted 60 to 65 percent of all greenhouse
gases while representing less than 15
percent of the world’s population.

The developed economies have ben-
efited enormously from more than two
centuries of carbon-intensive industri-
alization. They cannot plausibly
present themselves as innocent
bystanders when the consequences of
their prosperity manifest in poorer and
more vulnerable parts of the world.

Nor is climate finance charity. The
principle of common but differentiat-

ed responsibilities recognizes a basic
fact: countries share a common inter-
est in stabilizing the climate, but they
do not share identical histories or
capacities. The Paris Agreement
explicitly requires developed coun-
tries to provide funds and technologi-
cal support to developing nations.
The pledge made in 2009 to mobilize
$100 billion annually by 2020 was
met two years late. Even now, the new
target of $300 billion per year by 2035
remains a fraction of the $2.4 trillion
that UN experts estimate developing
countries actually need every year.

This makes the upcoming COP31
meeting in Antalya, Turkiye, more than
just another diplomatic gathering. It
should be a test of whether climate
promises can evolve into practical soli-
darity. The conference is expected to
address climate finance, the transition
away from fossil fuels and measures for
building climate-resilient societies.

Will wealthy countries provide
developing countries the finance and
technology needed not merely to
reduce emissions but also to survive
the consequences of warming that are
already unfolding? The old answer —
that everyone is responsible, therefore
everyone is equally responsible — is
morally convenient but scientifically
inadequate. A glacier does not know
where a factory is registered. Carbon
dioxide does not carry a passport.

The mudslide along the China-Ne-
pal border should therefore be seen
as a warning from our warming
planet. The question at COP31 is
whether the world’s wealthiest econ-
omies will heed this warning and
acknowledge that helping vulnerable
countries confront the consequences
is not generosity, but part of the bill
for a crisis from which they have ben-
efited for generations.

— LIYANG, CHINA DAILY

Deeper China-ASEAN ties can boost regional growth

Editor’s note: This year marks the fifth anniversary of the comprehensive strategic partnership between China and
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. China News Service spoke to Xu Liping, a professor of the National Institute
of International Strategy at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, to discuss the outcomes of this collaboration and
the opportunities presented by China’s 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30). Below are excerpts of the interview. The views
don’t necessarily represent those of China Daily.

The China-ASEAN Free Trade Area
3.0 Upgrade Protocol is expected to
accelerate institutional opening-up,
enabling both sides to play a more
active role in shaping international
rules in emerging sectors such as the
digital economy, green economy and
e-commerce supply chains.

The Global South countries should
cooperate across multiple levels and
channels to reform and make global
governance more equitable. This
involves promoting reform of the
United Nations Security Council and
increasing the influence of the Global
South in the World Bank, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the
‘World Trade Organization.

New multilateral mechanisms,
such as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, offer the Global South
a fresh model of cooperation based
on equality and non-bloc confronta-
tion, while the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank addresses gaps in
the current financial system by fund-
ing infrastructure development.

The China-ASEAN Free Trade

Agreement and its subsequent
upgrades have ensured steady bilat-
eral cooperation. As both sides accel-
erate their modernization efforts and
connectivity networks take shape,
the region has become one of the
world’s fastest-growing and most
promising unified markets.

Since establishing dialogue rela-
tions in 1991, China and ASEAN have
continuously upgraded their ties. To
date, China has reached agreements
with eight ASEAN member countries
to build a community with a shared
future, fostering growing political
trust. For the past six years, China
and ASEAN have remained each oth-
er’s largest trading partners, with
annual bilateral trade exceeding $1
trillion.

ASEAN countries are key partners
in the Belt and Road Initiative. Infra-
structure projects such as the Phnom
Penh-Sihanoukville Expressway, the
Siem Reap Angkor International Air-
port, the China-Laos Railway and the
Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed Rail-
way have significantly enhanced

local connectivity. The Sihanoukville
Special Economic Zone in Cambodia
and the China-Malaysia industrial
parks in China’s Guangxi Zhuang
autonomous region and Pahang,
Malaysia, have boosted industrializa-
tion in the region.

China’s 15th Five-Year Plan calls for
expanding high-standard opening-
up, providing fresh impetus for deep-
ening China-ASEAN cooperation. By
emphasizing further opening up of
the country’s service sector, the plan
will create new opportunities for ser-
vice-sector workers on both sides. It
also highlights high-quality develop-
ment and the growth of new quality
productive forces, opening up new
avenues for cooperation in high-tech
industries, especially artificial intelli-
gence, the low-altitude economy and
the green economy.

Furthermore, the plan stresses
investment in human capital, which
will enhance bilateral cooperation in
human resources, including the joint
cultivation of high-tech talent and
cooperation in vocational education.



