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Envoy says
trust drives
bilateral
cooperation

By ZHAO JIA

haoji hinadaily.com.cn

Political trust and regular
high-level exchanges have creat-
ed favorable conditions for Kyr-
gyzstan and China to deepen
practical cooperation in trans-
portation, trade, energy and
emerging technologies, said
Aktilek Musaeva, the ambassa-
dor of Kyrgyzstan to China.

“Kyrgyz-Chinese relations are
currently at a very high level and
are characterized by sustained
political dialogue, mutual trust
and dynamic development
across virtually all areas,” Musae-
va said in a written interview
with China Daily as President Xi
Jinping arrived in Bishkek, the
capital of Kyrgyzstan, on Sunday
and Kkicked off his third visit to
the Central Asian country.

“The main driver of this
dynamic is, above all, the politi-
cal will of the leaders of the two
countries and regular dialogue at
the highest levels,” she said, add-
ing that political trust had pro-
vided the conditions needed to
implement large-scale projects
and steadily expand cooperation.

China is one of Kyrgyzstan’s
mostimportant trade and invest-
ment partners. According to sta-
tistics, bilateral trade reached a
record $27.2 billion in 2025.

“For us, however, it is impor-
tant not only to increase the over-
all figures, but also to make trade
more balanced and create greater
opportunities for Kyrgyz produc-
ers and exporters,” she said.

Connectivity occupies an
important place in bilateral
cooperation. Musaeva said the
China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan
railway is of strategic impor-
tance not only to the three coun-
tries, but also to the wider region.

“This is not simply a project,”
she said. “We see the future rail-
way as a new economic corridor
that can expand trade, reduce
delivery times and create new
opportunities for Kyrgyzstan
and Central Asian countries.”

She also highlighted efforts to
improve border crossings and
expand agricultural trade. Kyr-
gyzstan wants to develop pro-
cessing, generate greater added
value and establish joint produc-
tion chains rather than simply
export raw materials, she said.

Artificial intelligence is another
area of cooperation. Kyrgyzstan, a
founding member of the World
Artificial Intelligence Cooperation
Organization, hopes the organiza-
tion will become a practical plat-
form for sharing experience,
technology and expertise, she said.

“For Kyrgyzstan, it is impor-
tant that the development of AT
should not create a new techno-
logical divide between coun-
tries,” Musaeva said.

See Envoy, page 2
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President hailslong
history of friendly
ties with Kyrgyzstan

By MO JINGXI in Bishkek

me hinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping said on Sunday
that he looks forward to working with
Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov to
draw up anew blueprint for building a
China-Kyrgyzstan community with a
shared future, as he arrived in Bishkek,
the Kyrgyz capital, for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization Summit
2026 and a state visit to Kyrgyzstan.

In written remarks delivered upon
his arrival, Xi extended sincere greet-
ings and best wishes to Japarov and
the Kyrgyz people on behalf of the
Chinese government and people.

Xi said the traditional friendship
between China and Kyrgyzstan has a
long history, with the majestic Tian-
shan Mountains bearing witness to
friendly exchanges between the two
peoples spanning more than a millen-
nium.

Over the 34 years since the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties, China-
Kyrgyzstan relations have withstood
changes in the international land-
scape, maintained sound and steady
development, and reached the high
level of a comprehensive strategic
partnership for a new era, he said.

In recent years, bilateral coopera-
tion has entered a “golden period” of
rapid growth, Xi said, noting that
bilateral trade and visits between the
two countries have reached record
highs, while major projects, includ-
ing the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekis-
tan railway, have made smooth
progress.

Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and his wife Aigul Japarova welcome
Xiand his wife, Peng Liyuan, at the Manas International Airport in
Bishkek. XIE HUANCHI / XINHUA
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efits to the two peo-
ples, he added.

Statistics showed that trade in
goods between China and Kyrgyz-
stan reached $27.2 billion in 2025, up
20 percent year-on-year.

In a signed article published in
Kyrgyz media outlets ahead of the vis-
it, Xi said that China has for years
ranked as Kyrgyzstan’s largest trad-
ing partner and biggest source of for-
eign investment.

Xi wrote that Chinese smart-
phones and electric vehicles had
become “trendy choices for Kyrgyz
consumers’, while an increasing
number of quality Kyrgyz farm prod-
ucts were making their way into Chi-
nese kitchens.

Xi's current trip marks his third vis-
it to Kyrgyzstan as Chinese president,
following visits in 2013 and 2019.

During his stay, Xi will hold
in-depth discussions with Japarov on
China-Kyrgyzstan relations, bilateral
cooperation in various fields, and
international and regional issues of
common concern.

Last year marked a high point in
China-Kyrgyzstan diplomacy, with
the two leaders meeting three times.
Key engagements also included their
back-to-back meetings on the side-
lines of the second China-Central
Asia Summit in the Kazakh capital of
Astana in June and the SCO summit
in the Chinese port city of Tianjin in
August.

In the written speech, Xi also said
he looks forward to attending the
SCO summit in Bishkek and working
with all parties to promote the orga-

or of the aircraft after arriving in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on Sunday. Xiisin
Kyrgyzstan to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2026 and pay a state visit to the country. zHAI JIANLAN / XINHUA

Xi arrives for SCO summit, visit

nization’s continued development.

This year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the SCO. Since its founding in
Shanghai in 2001, the organization
has grown into the world’s largest
comprehensive regional organiza-
tion in terms of geographical cover-
age and population, with cooperation
expanding across security, economic
development and cultural exchanges.

At the SCO summit in Tianjin last
year, Xi announced three China-SCO
cooperation platforms for energy,
green industry and the digital econo-
my, as well as three cooperation cen-
ters for scientific and technological
innovation, higher education, and
vocational and technical education.

During the Bishkek summit, Xi will
exchange views with other leaders on
deepening SCO cooperation under the
new circumstances, as well as major
international and regional issues, and
make plans for the organization’s high-
quality development and its participa-
tion in reforming and developing the
global governance system, according
to the Foreign Ministry.

Upon arrival at Manas Internation-
al Airport in Bishkek, Xi and his wife,
Peng Liyuan, were warmly received by
Japarov and his wife, Aigul Japarova.

Japarov presented flowers to Peng,
while young Kyrgyz women offered
Xi and Peng traditional bread and
honey, welcoming them with a tradi-
tional ceremony reserved for the
most distinguished guests.

With honor guards standing in
salute on both sides of the red carpet,
the two presidents and their wives
watched performances featuring tra-
ditional musical instruments and
singing, as well as cultural displays of
falcons, hunting dogs, traditional
warriors, horsemen and yurts. Local
teenagers also sang a Chinese song.
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By Nurlan Yermekbayev

At 25, the
SCO is still
evolving and

growing

The story of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
began on June 15, 2001 in
Shanghai, where the heads of six
states — Kazakhstan, China,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan — took the
momentous decision to estab-
lish a new international organi-
zation. This step marked the
birth of a fresh format for
regional interaction.

From the very outset, the lead-
ers laid down the foundational
values that have enabled the
SCO’s steady advancement over
the past 25 years. Essential to
this has been the “Shanghai
Spirit” — a set of principles cen-
tered on mutual trust, mutual
benefit, equality, mutual consul-
tation, respect for cultural diver-
sity and the common aspiration
for shared growth.

The SCO Charter signed in
2002 enshrined the key princi-
ple of consensus in decision-
making within the organization,
underlining the full equality of
all members, regardless of terri-
torial size or economic weight.

Since then, the SCO has
expanded to include India
(2017), Pakistan (2017), Iran
(2023), and Belarus (2024,
bringing its membership to 10
states. Together, they cover near-
1y one-fourth of the world’s land-
mass, are home to almost half of
the global population and gener-
ate 25 percent of global GDP.
‘With two observer states, 15 Dia-
logue Partners, and over a dozen
applications pending, the SCO’s
appeal speaks for itself.

The organization’s current
institutional framework includes
the Council of Heads of State, the
Council of Heads of Government,
the Council of Foreign Ministers,
30 sectoral meetings and the
Council of National Coordinators.
The main executive body is the
SCO Secretariat in Beijing, along-
side which there is a specialized
Regional Anti-Terrorism Struc-
ture headquartered in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.

Over time, as envisioned by
the heads of member states, the
SCO has evolved beyond mili-
tary-political issues into a uni-
versal platform for dialogue and
cooperation across political,
security, trade, economic, trans-
portation, scientific, cultural
and educational fields.

On security, the SCO maintains
a strong focus on traditional and
emerging challenges, continuing
the fight against terrorism, sepa-
ratism, extremism, as well as
drug trafficking. A multi-level
system of interaction has been
established in these fields.

See Organization, page 2

Rescue teams intensify searches in Gyirong

By PALDEN NYIMA and
WANG XTAOYU in Gyirong county,
Xizang and YANG ZEKUN in Beijing

Rescue teams are advancing by
air, land and water routes into the
hardest-hit area of the Gyirong
border port in Gyirong county, Shi-
gatse, Xizang autonomous region,
as search operations for hundreds
of people missing after Wednes-
day’s devastating mudslide were
stepped up.

The disaster has so far left 16
people dead and 546, including 261
foreigners, missing.

In a major development, the first

Inside emergency commu-
nication base sta-
« Comment, tion at the Gyirong
page7 port was put into
+ See more, operation on Sun-
page 6 day afternoon.

Located 1.2 Kilo-
meters from the border gate, the
base station fills a communication
coverage gap, providing stable and
reliable support for rescue opera-
tions, road clearance, material trans-
portation and front-line workers,
Xinhua reported.

Communication signals have
reached the core rescue site, Nyima
Dorje, director of the regional com-

munications administration, con-
firmed on Sunday.

According to regional authorities,
499 residents from five at-risk villa-
ges had been evacuated to hotels
and guesthouses.

Gama Cedain, chairman of the
Xizang regional government and
head of the emergency rescue head-
quarters, said the region activated
its highest-level emergency respons-
es shortly after the mudslide struck
on Wednesday.

So far, 2,141 personnel from the
People’s Liberation Army, armed
police, fire and rescue services, bor-
der defense and public security
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Workers prepare to unload Chinese relief supplies at Tribhuvan Inter-
national Airport in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Sunday. ZHANG PING / XINHUA

authorities, as well as from China
Anneng Group, have been mobilized,

3,922 sets of equipment, he said.

along with 269 rescue vehicles and  See Mudslide, page 5



