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e Gyirong port in Shigatse, Southwest China’s Xizang autonomous region, that was hit by a mudslide on Wednesday. Massive

flash floods occurred near the land port between China and Nepal, causing significant casualties, while hundreds were unaccounted for. XiNHUA

Xi calls for all-out rescue eflorts

Many missing after
deadly mudslide hits
border portin Xizang

By JI HAISHENG in Beijing and
PALDEN NYIMA in Shigatse, Xizang

President Xi Jinping has ordered
all-out rescue and relief efforts after a
mudslide on Wednesday in Nepal
caused heavy casualties and left
many people missing at a border port
in the Xizang autonomous region.

Xi, who is also general secretary of
the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, made
the instruction after the mudslide
struck the Gyirong border port, a
major land port linking China and
Nepal, in Shigatse at around 10:30 am,
according to Xinhua News Agency.

As of 8 pm on Wednesday, at least
three people had been Killed and 265
others remained missing, CCTV News
quoted local authorities as saying.

The president stressed that the top
priority now is to make every possible
effort to search for and rescue missing
people, evacuate residents at risk and
provide timely medical treatment to
the injured. He also underlined efforts
to strengthen monitoring and early
warning, carry out rescue work in a
scientific manner and prevent sec-
ondary disasters.

Noting that the country is at a criti-
cal stage of flood control, Xi empha-
sized that all local authorities and
relevant departments should prepare
for worst-case scenarios and extreme
situations, and earnestly implement
measures for flood and typhoon pre-
vention. They must also step up

Satellite images of valleys near the China-Nepal border show the
situation before and after the disaster. REUTERS

Inside efforts to identify and
___ defuse potential risks
Seemore, and hazards, resolutely
pagell prevent serious and

major disasters and
accidents, and effectively protect peo-
ple’s lives and property, he said.
Premier Li Qiang has urged prompt
efforts to verify the number of people
missing and affected, conduct all-out
relief operations and evacuate people
atrisk. He urged the Foreign Ministry
to strengthen communication and
coordination with relevant countries
to share information in a timely man-
ner and work together to properly
handle rescue and relief efforts.
Vice-Premier Zhang Guoqing has
led a team to the site to guide rescue

and response efforts.

Video footage released by China
Central Television showed muddy
water gushing, carrying tree bran-
ches and debris, and some buildings
were buried as the mudslide struck.
Meanwhile, the disaster has cut off
roads, communication networks and
power supply in the border area on
the Chinese side, Xinhua reported.

In the wake of the disaster, China
has activated a Level-II emergency
response for disaster relief and a Lev-
el-II emergency response for geologi-
cal disasters, the second-highest in
the country’s four-tier emergency
response system. Governments at all
levels have responded with immedi-
ate measures, making every effort to

carry out disaster relief as well as
search and rescue operations.

Three central government depart-
ments — the Ministry of Finance, the
Ministry of Emergency Management
and the National Development and
Reform Commission — have alto-
gether allocated 220 million yuan
($33 million) to support Xizang in
carrying out emergency rescue and
disaster relief work.

The Ministry of Emergency Man-
agement has deployed 249 personnel
from the national comprehensive fire
and rescue force, along with 325 engi-
neering rescue personnel from China
Anneng Construction Group, Power-
China and other State-owned enter-
prises. A total of 30,000 central relief
items, including tents, quilts and
moisture-proof mats, have been sent
to support relief work.

At the local level, as of Wednesday
afternoon, the Xizang Fire and Res-
cue Corps had deployed 72 vehicles
and 431 fire and rescue personnel at
the site, along with rescue dogs, life
detectors and boats.

Five repair workers from the State
Grid Xizang Electric Power Co — the
first group of emergency power
repair personnel to arrive at the site
— rushed there with a medium-volt-
age power generator vehicle and two
small emergency lamps, and started
work to ensure basic power supply
and lighting for nighttime rescue
operations.

The local meteorological bureau
has forecast continued rainfall across
the county of Gyirong through Sun-
day, warning of possible floods, land-
slides and other secondary disasters.

Contact the writers at
Jihaisheng @chinadaily.com.cn

Al must serve people, not diminish human agency

Artificial intelligence is no longer
waiting in the wings as a promising
new technology. It is becoming part
of the infrastructure through which
modern economies produce knowl-
edge, deliver services, communicate
with citizens and compete in the
global economy. Journalism is
already being reshaped in profound
ways, from reporting and transla-
tion to fact-checking, distribution
and the way audiences discover
information.

For South Africa, the important
question is no longer whether Al
will change society. It will. The real
question is what kind of change.

‘We want an Al transition that
expands opportunity rather than
deepening inequality, that supports
development rather than simply
increasing efficiency and that
remains accountable to people.

That is why South Africa increas-

WORLD WATCH
By Kenneth Morolong

ingly sees Al as more than a tech-
nology issue. It is also a develop-
ment, an industrial policy, a labour-
market and a governance question.
Perhaps most importantly, it is a
question about the health of the
information environment on which
any democratic society depends.
Our starting point is our Consti-
tution. Technology, ultimately, must
serve human dignity, equality and
freedom and contribute to better
lives. That requires us to look
beyond how quickly Al is being
adopted. We also have to ask who is
building these systems, who con-
trols the data behind them, whose
languages and knowledge are
reflected, who benefits from the

value they create and who is
responsible when an automated
system gets an important decision
wrong.

These questions will determine
what the AT economy looks like in
countries such as South Africa.

For us, the first principle is that
machines should expand human
capability, not diminish human
agency. Al can help people work
faster and make better use of infor-
mation, but there are decisions
where responsibility cannot be
handed over to an algorithm. A sys-
tem can make recommendations,
but it cannot bear democratic
accountability.

The second principle is that Al
must contribute to economic devel-
opment. For developing countries,
productivity is not enough. We
should also be asking whether
Al is helping small businesses

grow, whether it is creating new
industries, whether workers are
gaining valuable skills and whether
young people are finding new
opportunities.

For South Africa, the ambition
should go beyond consuming Al
products to developing the capacity
to produce and innovate with Al

That requires governance as well
as innovation. Regulation is some-
times portrayed as an obstacle to
technological progress, but the
opposite can also be true. Transpar-
ency, fairness, privacy, security and
human oversight are not enemies
of innovation. They are part of the
foundation on which lasting inno-
vation is built. People will trust
powerful technologies only when
they know there are rules around
them.

See Technology, page 3
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Green cooperation

APEC ties grow with new energy
projects and stable supply chains

X1 to attend SCO summit,
visit Kyrgyzstan and Egypt

By MO JINGXI

hinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping will attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation summit in Bishkek, the capi-
tal of Kyrgyzstan, and pay state
visits to Kyrgyzstan and Egypt from
Sunday to Sept 3.

During the summit, Xi will have
in-depth exchanges of views with
participating leaders on deepening
SCO cooperation in various fields
under the new circumstances and
major international and regional
issues of the times, Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Lin Jian said on
Wednesday.

The leaders will provide gui-
dance for the SCO’s high-quality
development and participation in
the reform and development of the
global governance system, Lin told
aregular news briefing in Beijing.

This year marks the 25th anni-
versary of the SCO, which was
founded in Shanghai in June 2001
by China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

The organization has since
expanded to 10 member states,
with a combined population of
more than 3.4 billion, and accounts
for about one-fourth of global gross
domestic product.

Lin said that over the past 25
years, SCO members have upheld
the Shanghai Spirit, which features
mutual trust, mutual benefit,
equality, consultation, respect for
diverse civilizations and the pursuit
of common development.

By expanding cooperation, the
SCO has developed into a compre-
hensive regional organization with
the world’s widest geographical cov-
erage, largest population and enor-
mous development potential, he said.

The group has explored a new
model of regional cooperation and
set an example for a new type of
international relations, Lin added.

The SCO summit held in Tianjin
last year adopted a development
strategy for 2026-35, setting out the
organization’s priorities for the

coming decade and opening a new
stage of high-quality development.

“If the Tianjin summit drew up
the blueprint, the core task of the
Bishkek summit is to put it into
action,” said Su Chang, a researcher
atthe Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences’ Institute of Russian, Eastern
European and Central Asian Studies.

Su said Xi’s attendance is expected
to help translate consensus into
action by putting the four SCO cen-
ters inaugurated at the Tianjin sum-
mit into operation, advancing
projects in energy, green industries
and the digital economy, and
improving coordination among its
expanded membership  while
strengthening its role in global gov-
ernance.

“China stands ready to work with
various parties to build consensus
and write anew chapter of coopera-
tion in Bishkek, and contribute to
the security, stability, development
and revitalization of regional coun-
tries and the building of a commu-
nity with a shared future for
humanity;” Lin said.

In Kyrgyzstan, Xi will have an
in-depth exchange of views with
Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov on
bilateral relations, cooperation in
priority areas and international
and regional developments, and
will attend various state events,
according to the spokesman.

“China looks forward to working
with Kyrgyzstan to take this visit as
an opportunity to promote high-
quality development of mutually
beneficial cooperation on all fronts,
add new dimensions to the China-
Kyrgyzstan community with a
shared future, and bring more ben-
efits to the two peoples,” Lin said.

China and Kyrgyzstan established
diplomatic relations in 1992. Bilater-
al relations have developed rapidly
in recent years, supported by strong-
er political trust, Belt and Road coop-
eration, expanding people-to-people
exchanges and closer international
coordination, the spokesman said.

See Visits, page 3

NIGHT REVEALS BEAUTY
OF LONGMEN GROTTOES

Luovyang’s heritage site leverages visa-free
policy, immersive tours to draw visitors

By SHI BAOYIN in Zhengzhou
and QI XIN in Luoyang, Henan

s darkness descends over the

Yi River, the stone carvings

of the Longmen Grottoes, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in
Luoyang, Henan province, begin
glowing softly in the light of hidden
lamps, as if stirring to life.

For Russian visitor Ilya Demurin,
20, the awe-inspiring spectacle was
enough to make him want
to learn Chinese so that he
might fully grasp the stories
behind what he was seeing.

Among the many won-
ders at the grottoes, none
is more recognizable than
the Fengxian Temple, with its nine
giant statues of Buddhist deities.
The scale of the carvings is stag-
gering, and the expressions on the
stone faces are strikingly lifelike.

The largest figure, that of the
Vairocana Buddha, gazes out over
the river with an expression that
has endured nearly 1,300 years of
sun, rain and history.
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Aleksandr Savchenko, another
20-year-old from Russia, found the
grottoes  breathtaking. “Every
small cave and statue makes this
place so wonderful,” he said.

For those taking the night tour,
the route feels less like a tourist
trail and more like a slowly unfurl-
ing scroll painting. Each niche,
carved 1,500 years ago, is subtly
illuminated — just bright enough
to reveal the ancient chisel marks.

“Nighttime sightseeing
is an exercise in subtrac-
tion,” said Ma Jialun, a
docent at the Longmen
Grottoes Academy. “Visi-
tors stand facing the grot-
toes, shoulder to shoulder
with the ancients, and experience a
profound spiritual resonance.”

He has also observed a universal
thread. “Regardless of nationality,
visitors share a common apprecia-
tion for beauty when standing
before the Longmen Grottoes,” he
said.

See Grottoes, page 3
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