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The Three-Body Problem Trilogy
(Graphic Novel)
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Graphic Novel

, 
Rights sold: Spanish, French, German, 
Turkish, Greek, Italian

The Three-Body Problem (Volume 1)
published - Jan, 2025

The Dark Forest (Volume 2-3)
scheduled - Aug, 2026

Death's End (Volume 4-6)
scheduled - Aug, 2028



3

Wu Qingsong（吴 青 松）, born June 26, 1981, is a Chinese artist and 
graphic novelist known for his distinctive style. A graduate of Sichuan 
Fine Arts Institute, Wu turned to comics full-time in 2009. His work 
The Massacre of the Mountain and Sea won prestigious awards, 
including China's Golden Dragon Award (China's comic “Oscar”) . 
Wu's comics, such as Yumen 2 and Queen of the Sea: Shi Xiu, are 
published in France, making him a signed artist with FEI and Jean 
Paul. His dedication to his craft has brought him international acclaim 
and serves as an inspiration to many. 

The Three-Body Problem trilogy, a wildly imaginative sci-fi epic by Liu Cixin, continues to 
change the lives of its readers forever. With more than thirty million copies sold around the 
world since its first publication in 2006, the “Three-Body Problem” trilogy has established 
itself as a modern classic, universally admired.

Liu Cixin's masterpiece tells a complex tale involving a threatened invasion of Earth by a 
distant, technologically advanced alien civilization. Kirkus' review of the trilogy noted that 
“in concept and development, it resembles top-notch works by Arthur C. Clarke or Larry 
Niven.”

Carefully abridged from Liu Cixin's classic novel and brought thrillingly to life with striking, 
evocative art by Golden Dragon Award-winning artist Wu Qingsong, this graphic novel is a 
perennial delight for Three-Body fans, both old and new.



Mounting the Terrace in Spring
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A philosophical introspection on the complexities of human 
relations in modern society.

A philosophical introspection on the complexities of 
human relations in modern society

358 pages, 183,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic, Persian, Spanish



Glory and Hardship: 
Europeans in the Chinese Imperial Court

From the moment Matteo Ricci presented his gifts to the Wanli Emperor in 1601 until the 
early 19th century, a unique group of Europeans lived within the red walls of the Forbidden 
City for two centuries. They became an integral, yet paradoxical, part of the Chinese 
imperial court. These were not mere travelers, but “Imperial Technicians”—Jesuits who 
secured their presence in China not through the Gospel, but through their mastery of 
astronomy, painting, clock-making, medicine, and music.

This is an immersive exploration of their hidden lives, cultural struggles, and the “glory 
and hardship” they experienced at the heart of the Chinese Empire between 1601 and 1811. 
Moving beyond traditional political history, Dr. Guo utilizes her unprecedented access to the 
Palace Museum’s archives to reconstruct the daily reality of these foreigners. The book 
examines how they navigated the complexities of being both cultural emissaries and 
participants in high-stakes international politics. It reveals a vibrant landscape of cross-
cultural exchange, where East and West actively absorbed and integrated each other's 
influences within the ritualistic confines of the Ming and Qing courts.

200,000 Chinese characters / Approx. 150,000 words 
80 high-resolution images from Palace Museum archives

World rights available

• Authored by a senior Palace Museum scholar, drawing 
on exclusive Qing imperial  archives and Jesuit 
manuscripts rarely accessible to the public.

• 80+ rare images—from intricate clocks to court 
paintings—offering visual proof of cultural exchange 
within the Forbidden City.

• A Micro-History Focus by focusing on individuals like 
Schall von Bell and Verbiest, revealing how they 
navigated life as both imperial servants and men of 
faith.

• A crucial Asian perspective on early cross-cultural 
e n c o u n t e r s ,  r e s o n a t i n g  w i t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y 
globalization debates.

History / Global Studies

荣耀与困顿：行走宫廷的西洋人

Guo Meixia (果美侠), Ph.D., is a Research Librarian and the President 
o f  t h e  P a l a c e  M u s e u m .  H e r  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  m u s e u m 
communication and the history of Sino-Western cultural exchange 
during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Her work is characterized by a 
rigorous academic foundation combined with a narrative style that 
makes complex history accessible to a broad audience. Given her 
working experience at the Palace Museum, she possesses unique 
expertise in integrating visual artifacts—such as paintings, timepieces, 
and architectural spaces—into historical storytelling.
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Popular Science

Was Archaeopteryx the first bird?

Do birds have just one love forever?

What should you do if you find a baby bird on the ground?

Should we feed wild birds snacks?

Why don’t woodpeckers get headaches?

Renowned ornithologist Chen Shuihua presents a comprehensive 
and accessible introduction to birds for a global audience. 
Structured into 10 thematic chapters,  the book explores 
fundamental ornithological concepts through 100 carefully 
curated questions. It not only covers essential bird biology but 
also thoughtfully integrates China’s native bird species with their 
cultural significance, while maintaining a broad perspective on 
birds worldwide.

Over 100 full-color illustrations, meticulously hand-drawn by a 
natural history artist, complement the text and enhance scientific 
understanding. The book is highly recommended by senior 
ornithologists and is suitable for readers of all ages.

278 pages, 183,000 Chinese characters, 
100 full-colored illustrations
World rights available.

Wings of Wonder: 
100 Questions That Unlock the Amazing World of Birds

飞羽之美：100个问题带你走进神奇的鸟类世界

Chen Shuihua (陈水华) is a Senior Research Fellow at the Zhejiang Provincial Museum and 
holds a PhD in Avian Ecology from Beijing Normal University. He serves as the Chief Science 
Communicator for Bird Diversity and Ecological Civilization appointed by the China 
Association for Science and Technology. He has authored and edited numerous acclaimed 
works, including Birds of China’s Oceans and Wetlands, The Chinese Birdwatching 
Handbook, and Beauty as Evolution’s Reward.
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Qiu Mengyun (裘梦云) holds a PhD in Art and works as a scientific illustrator. 
Since 2015, she has specialized in natural history illustration, scientific 
drawing, and nature-themed artwork. In 2023, she was named “Annual 
Nature Artist” of the China Wildlife Imaging Annual Competition. In 2024, 
she received the GRAND PRIX at the Japan Illustration Awards (JIA).



386 pages, 286,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

• A panoramic introduction to the park’s 
b i o di v e r s i t y ,  e c o s y s t e m  t y p e s ,  a n d 
conservation context

• Curated common species encountered in 
the park, explained in plain language

• Content informed by up-to-date taxonomy 
and biodiversity monitoring

• R i c h  p h o t o g r a p h i c  d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
designed for learning, reference, and 
nature observation

The Giant Panda National Park: 
A Natural Illustrated Guide
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大熊猫国家公园自然图鉴

Popular Science

Giant Panda National Park stretches across three provinces—Sichuan, Shaanxi, and Gansu. It is 
one of China’s first national parks established around a single flagship species: the giant panda. 
By integrating the panda’s major habitats into a unified protected area, the park represents a 
landmark effort in ecosystem-based conservation and national-park governance.

Designed as a nature observation handbook that is both scientifically robust and highly usable, 
this book serves as an accessible popular-science guide to the park’s biodiversity, ecosystem 
types, and ecological culture. Building on the latest progress in taxonomy and evidence from 
biodiversity monitoring, it curates a selection of common species found within the park and 
presents them through rich, high-quality imagery alongside clear and reader-friendly scientific 
explanations. In doing so, the book helps a broad audience—nature lovers, students, educators, 
and general readers—better understand local biodiversity and the structure and functioning of 
the park’s ecosystems, while offering a practical reference for learning, identification, and field 
observation.

Cover coming soon

About the Authors

Sichuan Administration Bureau of Giant Panda National Park is the provincial authority overseeing the 
planning and management of Giant Panda National Park in Sichuan, including conservation, ecological 
monitoring, research coordination, and public education.

Shanshui Conservation Center is a China-based conservation organization dedicated to science-driven 
biodiversity protection, working with researchers and local communities on monitoring, protected-area 
practice, and nature education.





LITERATURE
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333 pages, 200,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic, Russian, Nepalese, 
Kazakh, Hungarian
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Book reviews:

English edition Arabic edition

330 pages, 130,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: English, Arabic, Nepalese, 
Macedonian, Hungarian, Turkish
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Rights sold: English
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Beijing: the Biography

Inspired by London: the Biography by  Peter Ackroyd , renowned Chinese writer Qiu Huadong 
wrote Beijing: the Biography, which is not only a writer’s personal observation of a city, and 
also a great city’s intimate memoir. The book weaves together a historic retrospective and an 
experiential presence-in-the-moment. It is neither a local chronicle nor a work of fiction. 
Beyond demonstrating the evolving appearance of Beijing through historical records, the book 
reveals the city’s vitality from the inside out by integrating historical architecture, notable 
figures, and era-defining landmarks. The author interprets Beijing through three distinct 
perspectives: first, a modern lens to look back at historical Beijing; second, the viewpoint of a 
"new Beijinger" to witness the city’s transformations; and third, the imagination of a 
contemporary individual to envision the Beijing of the future. In Chapter 11, "City of the 
Future," and the concluding chapter, "Smart Beijing," the author expresses sincere praise and 
heartfelt aspirations for Beijing with profound emotion.

The author’s well-founded account is underpinned by over two decades of dedicated effort: he 
has collected and studied more than 500 relevant volumes of materials, and conducted on-site 
investigations of numerous architectural sites as well as the city’s mountains and rivers. 
Beijing: the Biography is the developmental history of a man and a city witnessing each other’s 
journey. 

Approximately 200,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

Qiu Huadong （邱华栋） was born in 1969 in Changji, Xinjiang. He graduated 
from the Chinese Department of Wuhan University with a Ph.D. in Literature 
and was once a research fellow. He currently serves as the Vice Chairman 
and Secretary of the Secretariat of the Chinese Writers Association. Qiu has 
published more than 60 books across various genres, including novels, film 
and architectural critiques, essays, travelogues, and poetry collections,. 
Many of his works have been translated into Japanese, Korean, English, 
German, Italian, French, and Vietnamese.

“A city is a unique living entity that continues to grow and 
evolve.”

• A panoramic survey of 3,000 years of city history
• A profound integration of literature and history

Beijing boasts a long history, stretching from the Spring and 
Autumn Period and the Warring States Period through the Jin, 
Y u a n ,  M i n g ,  a n d  Q i n g  d y n a s t i e s  o f  t h e  d r a m a t i c 
transformations in modern and contemporary times, and 
particularly the evolution into a world metropolis during the 
reform and opening-up era.

北京传
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History

Cover coming soon



Chronicles  of  Lost  Cities

“For years, I've amassed books on history, geography, culture, religion, and ethnic life of the 
Western Regions. The people and events of millennia past have strung together a world that 
moves between past and present, calling out to me from afar,” says Qiu, reflecting on his 
inspiration for the novel.

Through poetic language and vivid imagination, this novel revisits the fabled lands of Loulan, 
Dunhuang, Niya, Kucha, and beyond, recounting their lost legends. The book is divided into 
six sections: Dual Odes of Qiuci, Triptych of Gaochang, Quartet of Niya, Quintet of Loulan, 
Sextet of Yutian, and Septet of Dunhuang, each chapter weaving the tales of these ancient 
ruins.

Each story of the ancient cities stands alone while being interwoven with the others, 
extending into the present day where the protagonist finds themselves amidst the ruins, 
forming profound bonds with these places. Echoing the adage that “all  history is 
contemporary history”, the brittle whispers of the past give way to the vibrant historical 
figures who reverberate with vigor and vitality during the prosperous ages of Han and Tang 
dynasties.

684 pages, 472,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Kazakh

“Vacant cities they may be, yet history lingers close.”

• A sweeping historical novel that breathes new life 
into the forgotten realms of the past by award-
winning author 

• A work honored with distinctions such as the Yu 
Hua Literary Prize and the Wansongpu Literary 
Award for its captivating chapters

空城纪
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The Garden of the Qu Family
璩家花园

The Garden of  the Qu Family ,  the latest  novel  by 
renowned Chinese author Ye Zhaoyan, unfolds as an epic 
narrative that chronicles the lives of two families and 
three generations within an old house in Nanjing's 
southern district. Spanning the past seven decades, it 
captures the essence of ordinary people's experiences in 
China. The story follows the protagonist, Tian Jing, whose 
life parallels that of Forrest Gump, as he navigates 
through a series of significant historical moments: from 
the rural exodus to the revival of the college entrance 
examination, from opening up to the world to venturing 
abroad, from entrepreneurial endeavors to the reform of 
s t a t e - o w n e d  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  a n d  f r o m  e c o n o m i c 
development to the transformation of urban slums.

Marking Ye Zhaoyan's most extensive work to date, The 
Garden of the Qu Family stands as a testament to the 
spirit and resilience of ordinary people. It continues Ye's 
legacy of penning a modern “Biography of Nanjing”. By 
skillfully weaving historical accounts with personal 
anecdotes, Ye crafts a novel that stirs collective memories 
and resonates emotionally with Chinese readers. This 
novel is an insightful exploration that offers a profound 
understanding of China and its people over the last 70 
years.

536 pages, 290,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic, Japanese

• An epic of the mundane spanning over 70 years of the 
country

• A life story left by a father to his daughter
• The Chinese version of Buddenbrooks

Novel
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Ye Zhaoyan (叶兆言) was born, grew up and lives in Nanjing, and is one 
of the most important contemporary Chinese writers. As the grandson of 
Ye Shengtao, one of the most renowned Chinese writers of the early 20th 
century and a leading figure in the May Fourth literary movement, and 
the son of Ye Zhicheng, an important playwright, and Yao Cheng, a 
famous Wuxi opera actress, Ye Zhaoyan always feels a responsibility to 
connect the contemporary era with the early Republican period. The 
ways in which he makes the connection are interesting—in his writings: 
he disguises within a style of popular appeal, serious and critical 
reflections upon the relationship between history, memory, family and 
love. He has won many awards for his writing and has published essays 
as well as fiction.



Road to Fatherhood

“The road to fatherhood is too long, Zhang Zuo found 
that he had never really walked into his father Zhang 
Xiyi's life.”

The return to Ye Zhaoyan's original intention of writing

Not long after Zhang Zuo was born into a Chinese intellectual family, his parents separated due 
to discord. He was raised by his maternal grandparents since childhood, and was emotionally 
alienated from his father Zhang Xiyi. Nevertheless, as time passed by, along with Zhang Xiyi 
becoming famous and successful in his career in later years, Zhang Zuo felt that he was getting 
closer to his father Zhang Xiyi. Zhang Zuo, Zhang Xiyi, and maternal grandfather Wei Ren are 
three generations of fathers and sons, with bonds of blood mixed with estrangement. 

“Father”, is a succession of flesh, or an inheritance of spirit? Thus, a question was raised in this 
book, “What exactly did we encounter on the road to becoming a father?” 

The Road to Fatherhood is Ye Zhaoyan's new work. It is his return to his original intention of 
writing. Ye Zhaoyan was born into a prestigious, intellectual family, and famous writers in 
contemporary Chinese literature history are all frequent visitors to his home. His ancestors 
and parents' particular experiences of history also made him cast a lasting observation on the 
fate of several generations of intellectuals in China in the 20th century. As a writer, Ye Zhaoyan 
has written millions of words; but as a son, he has never faced the theme of fathers and sons in 
his works.

With more than 60 years of life experience, he directly faced, eulogized, and reflected on the 
life of his father and ancestors for the first time. “History seems to have been written long ago 
that later generations are destined to be inferior to the previous ones, and we, the unworthy 
descendants, seem to be unable to surpass our fathers.” In this book, he unburdened himself 
and wrote bluntly, “This is a book I've always wanted to write,” which reveals a literary journey 
to explore the relationship between father and son.

通往父亲之路

171 pages, 52,800 Chinese characters
English synopsis and translation available

Rights sold: English
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A Mass of Solid Ice

A Mass of Solid Ice is a collection of short stories by the 
yo u n g  w r i t e r  Y a n g  Z h i h a n ,  a  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e 
“Northeast Renaissance” wave,  focusing on the 
seemingly disordered yet self-contained lives of the 
grassroots: a schoolgirl hiding in a Buddhist temple, a 
down-and-out actor waiting for his partner, an animal 
trainer parting with a tiger, a female teacher lingering 
in an internet cafe... 

Stories provide a good place to hide. These nine stories 
from the Northeast feature numerous individuals 
navigating the harshness of the human world. Each 
story, set against the backdrop of a cold world, reveals 
the inherent harshness of the human world.

People are like a massive solid ice; who can truly hide a 
spark within?

In contrast to Ban Yu and Shuang Xuetao, Yang's female 
perspective enables her to capture the subtle emotions 
of characters with greater delicacy. 

352 pages, 202,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Korean

Yang Zhihan（杨 知 寒）,  born in 1994, has an extensive literary 
background, transitioning from online literature to “pure literature” 
writing and has already shown her prowess: her stories have been 
published in prestigious journals such as People's Literature, Flower City, 
and Shanghai Literature; she has received awards including the Xiao Hong 
Young Writer's Award, the Douban Reading Writing Contest Best Character 
Award, and the “Zhongshan Star” Annual Young Masterpiece Award; her 
works have been selected for the China Fiction Society's annual fiction 
rankings and the China City Literature annual list.

Following Ban Yu and Shuang Xuetao, the "Northeast 
Renaissance" wave continues with this relay writing.

• The 2023 Blancpain-Imaginist Literary Prize
• Nine stories from the Northeast, narrating the 

human coldness in the icy and snowy wilderness
• The story "Water Overflows Blue Bridge" in the book 

won the 2021 People's Literature Award for New 
Writers

一团坚冰
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Love at the Snow Mountain and 
other stories

This collection of seven short stories unfolds in the northwest of China, where the snowy 
plateau and the interwoven culture of secular life and belief nurture subtle emotions of love 
and pain. The stories capture the simplicity and solemnity of life with a delicate, frost-like 
touch. With poignant and beautiful words, Ding Yan conveys the indescribable pain and 
entanglements that reside in the human hearts. She also illuminates the precious qualities of 
benevolence, righteousness, faith, loyalty and equality—values that transcend individuals and 
era, and are deeply rooted in the bloodline of the diverse ethnic groups within this nation. 

In ‘Burning Hearts in the Mundane World', a young Buddhist nun embarks on a journey to find 
her father and falls into the chaotic world. Can love and hate, responsibility and redemption, 
choices and entanglements truly transcend?
‘Love at the Snow Mountain' explores the intricate bond between a beloved son of a wealthy 
Muslim family and a poor Tibetan woman. Due to a life price agreement caused by a fire, they 
developed a suppressed and restrained affection through daily interactions. However, the 
cultural divide that cannot be bridged presents an obstacle even more daunting than that faced 
by Romeo and Juliet. 
In ‘Waiting for the UFO', a young man and a young woman, who regularly meet at the 
psychologist's office, decided to wait together for the UFO. In ‘An Indispensable Ingredient of 
Authentic Beef Noodles', a chef from the northwest China travels to Shenzhen, a metropolis 
with only one mosque and no authentic noodle restaurant. There, he meets a lonely young 
woman who shares same belifes. In ‘Zaket', two sisters accommodate a distant cousin from the 
countryside.

314 pages, 165,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Korean

雪山之恋

“There is always a route in the vast and boundless snowfield, 
leading to the snow-capped mountains and the hearts of the 
people.”

• A unique literary landscape of stories based on the 
geography and faith in the northwest China

• Recommended by world famous Chinese authors Yu Hua 
and Yan Lianke

Ding Yan（丁 颜）, born in 1990 in Gansu, a province in northwest 
China, has published multiple works in literary magazines such as 
Flower City, Shanghai Literature, Zhong Shan, etc. Though a new comer 
in the literary circle, she has been well recognized by critics and readers. 
She is winner of “Zhong Shan Literary Magazine Best Young Writer 2019”, 
Dunhuang Literature Award, “Flower City Literature Award Best Short 
Story 2023”. She now lives in Gansu, writing about the love and life of 
ordinary Chinese people. 
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280 pages, 133,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

Set against the backdrop of contemporary China, these 
stories capture the subtle yet profound emotions that 
define the human journey.

• A collection of three novellas that delve into the intricate 
tapestry of female experiences, relationships, and 
personal growth

This collection features three novellas that chart a woman's journey from adolescence to self-
awakening and a writing career, resonating deeply with readers and allowing them to reflect 
on their own lives and ideals.

‘Arch Pig' was awarded the first prize of the “Chinese-speaking World Film Novel Award” in 
2017. Written from a teenage girl's perspective, it captures the intricate dynamics between a 
mother and daughter—depicting their struggles, conflicts, compromises, and eventual 
reconciliation, and highlighting an inseparable bond.

‘Bougainvillea' is set in a residential compound built in the 1990s, focusing on two families who 
have known each other for over 30 years. The story weaves through the lives of two sets of 
parents and their daughters, whose fates intersect in various ways over time, much like the 
flourishing bougainvillea in the compound.

‘Burning Painted Skin' explores the friendship and mutual pursuit between female writers 
across different generations. The story transcends age barriers, showing how deep emotional 
connections between the younger and older generations can overcome the obstacles of time 
and illness. The profound and sincere emotions portrayed break through the limitations of 
written words.

x

Guo Shuang （郭 爽）is a notable Chinese writer born in 1984 in Guizhou. 
She is a member of the China Writers Association. Guo began publishing in 
the early 2000s and has released several acclaimed works, including the 
novella collections Stepping into the Light at Noon and Affirmative Fire. 
Her writing often focuses on female experiences and personal growth, 
blending sensitivity with modern storytelling. Guo has won awards such as 
the Chinese-speaking World Film Novel Award and her works have been 
featured in prominent literary journals.

Affirmative Fire 
肯定的火

Shadows precede the flames, being cast out precedes freedom, 
and a life like dust precedes compassion or oblivion. Guo 
Shuang's vivid writing captures the most fundamental contours 
of our era.

—— Ge Fei
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280 pages, 133,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

In the summer of 1998, in a verdant river valley of 
southern China, two teenage boys—Lian Siqi, a gifted 
math prodigy fixated on patterns and systems, and Xi De, 
his fiercely loyal yet restless friend—decide to run away 
from home. Their youthful rebellion ends in tragedy, 
leaving behind a secret that will shadow them across the 
years. Siqi drifts from one frontier to another—working 
odd jobs, coding, laboring in chip factories, gambling—
haunted by memory and his unspoken guilt. 

Years later, fate reunites the two friends in a daring 
venture to build a cryptocurrency mining empire, an act 
that will briefly shake the digital order before they 
suddenly disappear at the peak of their success. Their 
vanishing is not an escape, but a confrontation—with the 
trauma of the past, the fragility of reason, and the 
enduring human need for connection in an age of 
algorithms.

Elegiac and visionary, River Song echoes the emotional 
terrain of Norwegian Wood, The Catcher in the Rye, and 
the cerebral tension of DeLillo’s tech parables. Yet it 
remains unmistakably its own—rooted in contemporary 
Chinese life, from remote riverbanks to the humming 
heart of blockchain labs. Guo Shuang’s novel is both an 
intimate elegy for lost youth and a profound meditation 
on love, loss, and the search for meaning in the coded 
patterns of modern existence.

For readers of Haruki Murakami, Kazuo Ishiguro, and Ted 
Chiang, River Song offers a remarkable fusion of 
emotional depth and intellectual ambition—a story that 
speaks across languages and borders, to the universal 
yearning to come home to oneself.

x

River Song 
河上歌

Novel

21



Stories from Elsewhere

From South America to Eastern Europe, from India to Germany, The Maya Mask is a bold, 
border-crossing collection of stories about memory, displacement, and the enduring strangeness 
of being human in unfamiliar places.

Written over the span of fifteen years by Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author Xu Zechen, 
this collection features ten finely-crafted short stories set in countries across five continents—
including Mexico, Chile, the United States, Colombia, Belarus, Germany, India, and Uruguay. 
Together, they form a nuanced and resonant portrait of the modern world through the eyes of 
Chinese travelers, migrants, scholars, and wanderers.

Ranging from the deeply personal to the broadly political, these stories reveal how identity can 
blur and fragment in the space between languages, nations, and selves. With quiet power and 
gentle irony, Xu captures the feeling of being at once far from home and deeply entangled with it.

252 pages, 129,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

X u  Ze c he n (徐则臣 )  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c c l a i m e d  v o i c e s  i n 
contemporary Chinese literature. A recipient of the Mao Dun Literature 
Prize—China's highest national award for fiction—he is best known for 
his novels Running Through Beijing and Jerusalem (both translated 
into English and other languages). His work has appeared in Granta, 
Words Without Borders, and leading Chinese literary journals such as 
October and People's Literature.

Xu's fiction is widely praised for its humanism, formal clarity, and 
subtle engagement with questions of place, displacement, and personal 
history. He has taught and held residencies in multiple countries and is 
uniquely attuned to the emotional complexities of cultural translation.

• From China’s top literary talent and a major award-winner 
(Mao Dun Prize)

• Blends realism and magical realism with myth, folklore, 
and philosophical inquiry

• Features 10 international stories set in 10 countries, based 
on real travel and long-term literary engagement

• A unique Chinese voice engaging directly with global 
themes: identity, cultural collision, longing, and the 
supernatural

域外故事集
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NO TIME TO DIE 
无暇赴死

NO TIME TO DIE is a gripping collection of suspenseful novellas and 
short stories by He Rong Lu, the top-rated mystery writer on Zhihu 
(China’s leading Q&A and storytelling platform). With a 9.9/10 rating 
from tens of thousands of readers, these stories go beyond simple 
crime-solving. They explore the fragile boundary between love and 
fear, silent sacrifices, and the hidden strength of women. While the 
setting is China, the themes of justice, family trauma, and female 
resilience are global.

Known for her "short, sharp, and chilling" narrative style, she explores 
the darkest corners of human nature through the lens of modern social 
issues. As a female author born in 1996, she focuses on the emotional 
aftermath of female characters. Whether it is a mother protecting a 
dark secret, or a woman risking her life to find her missing boyfriend, 
the female characters are the heart and soul of this book. From a 
lawyer fighting a "lost cause" death penalty case to a writer whose 
stories are too realistic for comfort, each piece is a masterclass in 
tension, pacing, and psychological depth. 

100,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

“I am not here to testify. I am the evidence.”

Short Stories - Mystery

He Rong Lu (核融炉), born in 1996, is a rising star in Chinese literature. She 
has won the 2024 Chinese Web Literature Influence Award (Newcomer). 
Her debut book, The Eve of Murder, established her as a master of 
psychological tension. With a sharp eye for psychological nuance and a gift 
for atmospheric world-building, she has become the leading voice for a 
new generation of suspense readers in China.

The author’s background in online storytelling platform develops a lean, 
dialogue-driven, and perfect pace for modern readers who crave immediate 
engagement. Multiple stories are being adapted into film and TV series. 

Featured Stories

No Time to Die  (Film rights sold)
A death penalty case is nearly closed. A mysterious woman appears. She calls herself "the 
evidence." As Lawyer Lu digs into a long-forgotten firework factory explosion and a mother’s 
buried secrets, he uncovers a tale of feminine resilience and cold-blooded revenge. 

Don’t Cut the Spider’s Silk
A young police officer returns from a mountain mission and loses his mind. He quits his job and 
leaves only one cryptic warning for his girlfriend: "Don't cut the spider's silk." Her search for the 
truth leads her into a labyrinth where the line between protector and predator blurs.
 
The Scapegoat
"I" am a mystery writer. Years ago, I told my wife a story. The story was so realistic and terrifying 
that she called the police that same night. Was it just fiction, or a confession of a real crime? This 
meta-fiction piece challenges the reader to find the truth behind the words.

Cover coming soon
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Mercury in Retrograde

This collection features six imaginative sci-fi stories that break free from traditional genre 
boundaries. Drawing on ancient traditions, dragon totems, and tattooing customs, 
Shuangchimu shows that the future is shaped not only by technology but also by humanity's 
forgotten past.

In the titular story "Mercury Retrograde," she explores a binary star system where Jupiter 
becomes a star, crafting a profound cosmic narrative. Other stories like "The Mao Ying Rabbit 
and the Library of Bai Mu University" and "A Paper on 'Tattooing'" blend science with cultural 
elements, creating a unique fusion of science and the humanities.

Shuangchimu's concise yet vivid writing brings complex scientific ideas to life, even for 
general readers. Featuring female scientists as narrators, her stories spotlight women's voices 
in the technological era. Mercury Retrograde offers a thought-provoking journey into the 
future, rooted in the cultural legacy of the past.

354 pages, 203,000 Chinese characters
World rights available 

Shuangchimu（双翅目）, a promising young Chinese science fiction 
author, holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Renmin University of China. 
She has won the first prize in the science fiction category of the 4th 
Douban Reading Short Story Competition, and the "Xiaoya Award" for 
Best Author. Her works have been published in renowned magazines 
such as "Science Fiction World", "Story Monthly", and "Science Fiction 
Cube". She has also collaborated with Finnish-American director Ika to 
create bilingual scripts. Currently, she is preparing a long science fiction 
novel.

A young woman's life spirals when the planets go out of 
alignment—and so does her mind. 
A genre-bending, emotionally raw novel that blends 
psychological suspense, dark humor, and astrological 
chaos.

• Unflinching Female Perspective: A powerful voice that 
doesn't ask for pity, but demands to be seen.

• Formal Innovation: Uses fragmentation, repetition, 
and epistolary elements to mimic the internal logic of 
mental disruption.

• Genre-defying: Somewhere between Ottessa Moshfegh, 
Sayaka Murata, and Ling Ma—with an astrological twist.

• Astrology  & Al ienat ion:  Engages  with popular 
metaphysical  beliefs to examine the search for 
meaning in urban isolation.

水星逆行

Sci-fi Short Story Collection
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386 pages, 286,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

Eleven of China's top sci-fi writers envision futures shaped 
by new energy, AI, deep space — and an imagination rooted 
in ancient wisdom.

• A  r o b o t  e n g a g e s  i n  a  S o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a b o u t 
consciousness — until the stars fall silent.

• A new energy source triggers a civilizational leap… or 
collapse.

• An ancient melody is used to decode interstellar signals.
• Survivors on a space ark revert to ritual worship of 

machines and myth.
• In a submerged virtual city, time flows backward — and 

memory is currency.
      ……

Dream Builders brings together 11 award-winning and 
emerging voices in Chinese science fiction to imagine how 
cutting-edge technology, cultural memory, and collective 
imagination might shape the world to come. Inspired by a 
real-life visit to the global headquarters of BYD (a leading 
Chinese EV and tech company), each story responds to the 
theme “Dream Builders” — not with techno-fetishism, but 
with speculative depth, philosophical elegance, and a 
distinctly Chinese sensibility.

From nano-oceans to AI poets, from Martian storms to 
virtual cities, these stories resonate across the cosmos and 
build a sweeping speculative map of how humanity might 
live, thrive, or falter in the centuries to come.

Lead Authors

Wanxiang Fengnian – Galaxy and Xingyun award-winning author known for emotional depth and 
world-building.
Ling Chen – Veteran sci-fi writer and science communicator, with multiple major awards.
Su Wanwen – Emerging voice in speculative fiction, also an independent musician.
Yang Ping – Tsinghua-educated, ex-journalist, acclaimed for techno-political thrillers.
Qi Ran – Medical researcher turned award-winning sci-fi writer.
Wang Jinkang – Foreword author; foundational figure in Chinese SF.

Dream Builders: 
Future Visions from China
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梦想建设家

Sci-fi Short Story Collection

About the Project

This anthology is the result of a creative collaboration between the Future Affairs 
Administration — China’s most influential science fiction incubator — and BYD. Authors 
visited BYD’s innovation labs and factories before composing stories that reflect both 
technological possibility and cultural introspection. The result is a multi-perspective, multi-
world response to what it means to “build the future” in China and beyond.



The Wandering Age of Robots

A mesmerizing blend of fable, philosophy, and future myth 
from one of China’s most imaginative sci-fi poets.

In The Wandering Age of Robots, literary science fiction meets 
allegorical storytelling in five exquisite short stories from Fei 
Dao — author, professor, and one of China’s most critically 
acclaimed speculative writers. With the elegance of Calvino, the 
sadness of Asimov, and the metaphysical sharpness of Borges, 
these tales take us to planets abandoned by humans, cities 
erased from maps, and robots caught in existential loops.

Each story is both dreamlike and devastating:

• A legion of immortal robots embarks on a quest to find 
death — for only by understanding death can they truly live.

• A giant roams a planet of ruins, searching for the meaning of 
survival.

• A robot storyteller surpasses all human writers, but fails to 
compute which of two endings holds more truth — his eyes 
go dim, and the palace remains silent.

• Elsewhere, post-apocalyptic humans regress to myth and 
ritual, worshipping androids and alien visitors like gods.

• This is science fiction reimagined as digital folklore — stories 
that orbit vast themes of mortality, memory, and meaning, 
wrapped in poetic, almost painterly prose.

240 pages, 122,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

Fei Dao (飞氘) is a Chinese science fiction writer, scholar, and professor of 
Chinese literature at Tsinghua University. He holds a Ph.D. in Literature and 
is known for blending speculative fiction with literary elegance and 
philosophical depth. 
He is the author of Chinese Sci-Fi Blockbuster, The Long Road to Death, and 
has won the Chinese Nebula Award and the Galaxy Award. His works have 
appeared in English, Japanese, and Italian translations.

机器人的漫游时代

"A robotic Arabian Nights — where myths of metal echo with human longing."
— Liu Cixin, Hugo Award-winning author of The Three-Body Problem

26

Sci-fi Short Story Collection



Visiting the Stars is a landmark anthology that brings together eleven of China's leading 
science fiction writers—each of whom was invited to visit the country's space station research 
center and engage in face-to-face conversations with real-life scientists and astronauts.

These dialogues between imagination and technology gave birth to eleven captivating stories 
that transcend conventional sci-fi tropes. Instead of focusing on post-apocalyptic Earth-
bound narratives, the collection highlights humanity's cooperative spirit, scientific curiosity, 
and interstellar ambition—often through the lens of China's Tiangong Space Station.

Among them is the Hugo-nominated story When Fate Hung by a Thread by multi-award-
winning author Jiang Bo. In this gripping tale, Chinese astronauts use nanowire technology to 
save their American counterparts trapped in a damaged international space station after a 
collision with a rogue celestial object. The story envisions a moment of global unity in space—
where politics are suspended in favor of survival and mutual respect.

From hard science to speculative wonder, from intimate human struggles to planetary-scale 
stakes, this anthology is a powerful testament to the rising voice of Chinese science fiction on 
the world stage. Visiting the Stars will resonate with readers fascinated by the future of space 
exploration, and inspire a new generation to look up—not in fear, but in hope.

449 pages, 328,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: English

Jiang Bo ( 江波 ), one of the representative writers of "hard science fiction" in China. He has published 
over 60 short and medium-length stories, as well as 7 novels. His works have repeatedly won 
theChinese Science Fiction Galaxy Awards and the Xingyun Awards for Global Chinese Science Fiction.

Bao Shu ( 宝树), science fiction writer and translator, a member of the Science Fiction Literature 
Committec of the china writers Association, and a scholar at the Peking University Berggruen Institute. 
He haspublished five novels and about one milion words in short and medium-length works, as well as 
severalcollections, many of which have been translated and published in Einglish, Japanese, Italian, 
German, and other languages. He has repeatedly won Chinese Galaxy Awards and Nebula Awards.

Sci-fi Short Story Collection

Visiting the Stars
A Journey Through Chinese Sci-Fi and Space Exploration

造访星辰

Multiple stories in the collection have received prestigious honors 
both in China and internationally, including:
On the Brink
• Winner of the 34th Galaxy Awards for Best Short Story
• Finalist for the 2023 Hugo Award for Best Short Story

The Language of Weightlessness
• Gold Award for Best Medium-length Story at the 15th Chinese Nebula Awards 
• Winner of the Best Medium-length Sci-fi Literature Award at the 1st Macao 

International Science Fiction Awards

Our Martians
• Winner of the Best Medium-length Sci-fi Story at the 2nd Planet Sci-fi Awards
• Silver Award for Best Medium-length Story at the 15th Chinese Nebula Awards

The Wind Over Guanghan Moon
• Silver Award for Best Short Story at the 15th Chinese Nebula Awards
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Knot of Life and Death

Five ordinary Chinese women's stories unfold in this collection of novellas, each revealing 
their resilience and strength in the face of adversity. 

One woman navigates relentless workplace ostracism while supporting her daughter, 
embodying unwavering determination. Another endures the loss of her family and embarks 
on a grueling journey to rescue her sister from a posthumous marriage, showcasing 
indomitable spirit. A middle-aged woman leaves her husband and mother's control, seeking 
self-discovery and liberation amidst societal pressures. Generational conflicts within a family 
highlight the tension between tradition and modern aspirations, as characters grapple with 
their past and future. Lastly, a woman from a humble background tirelessly supports her 
family, highlighting the challenges and strength of women in similar circumstances.

With poignant and evocative words, the author conveys the profound pain and entanglements 
that reside in the human heart. She also illuminates the precious qualities of resilience, 
courage, and determination—values that transcend individuals and eras, and are deeply 
rooted in the spirit of Chinese women. These stories resonate universally, addressing global 
issues such as gender inequality, personal freedom, and societal expectations. 

332 pages, 192,000 Chinese characters
World rights available 

Yin Xueyun （尹学芸）is a distinguished Chinese writer born in 1964 in 
Tianjin. She is the chairperson of the Tianjin Writers Association and a 
member of the China Writers Association. Yin began writing in the late 
1980s and has published over three million words across various genres. 
Her notable works include Slowly Disappearing Rural Words, Cai Gen Yao, 
Years of Dust, and novella collections like My Uncle Li Hai and Penicillin. 
Her writing deeply explores rural life and social change in contemporary 
China, blending traditional aesthetics with modern storytelling. Yin has 
received prestigious awards such as the Lu Xun Literary Prize and the Lin 
Yutang Literary Award, and her works have been translated into multiple 
languages.

A profound and genuine portrayal of women's experiences 
in contemporary China.

Amidst the interplay of tradition and modernity, these 
stories capture the struggles, resilience, and unyielding 
spirit of women facing societal and personal adversities with 
a delicate yet powerful touch.

生死结
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Rights sold: Turkish, Kazakh
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The Bird Saw Me

In The Bird Saw Me, one of China's most acclaimed literary 
provocateurs returns with a chilling collection of dark tales 
that probe the cracks in human logic,  morality,  and 
perception.

A stranger steps off a train into a sleepy town and, with 
nothing but a small knife, murders six people in two hours—
and is released without charge. A bus explosion leaves 
twenty people dead, their remains too mangled to identify, 
and the prime suspect may already be dead—or never existed 
at all. A man traps birds because, he says, “the bird saw me.” 
But what did it see?

Across parallel realities, ambiguous crimes, and strange 
disappearances, A Yi constructs an unnerving literary 
landscape where violence simmers beneath the banal, and 
the absurd bleeds into the real. In one story, a rural P.E. 
teacher vanishes into the mountains, later claiming to have 
heard Bach echoing through the trees. In another, a young 
police officer stares into the charred ruins of a bombed-out 
bus and begins to question the very structure of cause and 
consequence.

Rendered in prose that is at once elegant, brutal, and 
hallucinatory, The Bird Saw Me exposes the instability of 
meaning in a world where the rules no longer hold—and 
where even the act of being seen can become a death 
sentence.

352 pages, 202,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Korean

A Yi  (阿乙 )  i s  one  of  the  mo st  re sp e c t e d  a nd s t y l i s t i c a l l y 
uncompromising voices in contemporary Chinese fiction. A former 
police officer turned novelist, he is best known for A Perfect Crime 
(translated by Anna Holmwood, Oneworld), which was shortlisted 
for the Crime Writers' Association Dagger Award and received 
critical acclaim in English and European markets.

A Yi's stories are often compared to the works of Kafka, Camus, and 
Dostoevsky—cold, cerebral, and morally ambiguous. He writes with 
what Chinese critics call “the precision of a knife”: restrained, 
intense, and unflinching.

鸟，看见我了

"What if the world stops making sense—but keeps watching you?"
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Burmese, Arabic

173 pages, 60,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: English, French, Swedish, Italian, 
Spanish, Arabic, Burmese, Serbian
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, Albanian, Farsi
581 pages, 320,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Serbian, Turkish, Kazakh, Persian
English translation available
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Italian edition

210 pages, 150,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: English (UK), Italian, 
Spanish, Turkish, Swedish, Serbian, 
Arabic

Van Gogh's The Potato Eaters is the source of inspiration for this novel. 
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
& COMICS



Moonlight Inn

In the village of Moonlight, blue wheat fields ripple like the 
sea. Orphaned twins Manyue and Xiaohu have grown up at 
the warm, ordinary-looking Moonlight Inn, protected by 
their gentle grandparents.  

But the inn is not what it seems. One day, Grandma Danhe’s 
smile disappears—stolen by a painting—and the twins are 
pulled into a secret world hidden in plain sight.  
To bring it back, they set off for the City of Flowers, where 
every step tests both courage and quick thinking—and where 
they may discover that the people they thought were simply 
“grandparents” are something far more extraordinary.  

A luminous, whimsical tale of love and lies, steeped in 
Eastern aesthetics and magical realism, and brought to life 
with lavish, award-winning illustrations.  

224 pages, 120,000 Chinese characters
World rights available.

Author: Shi Ruoxin (石若昕) is a member of the China Writers Association and an alumna of the Lu Xun 
Literary Institute’s Children’s Literature Writers Program. She is the author of multiple best-selling 
children’s books, including Aunt Who Lives in Winter, Ice of the Southern Lands, the Clever Kid Growth 
Diary series, and the Witch Delivery series. Her work has received major recognition, including the Cao 
Wenxuan Children’s Literature Award (Long Novel Excellence Award), the Chen Bochui International 
Children’s Literature Award (Best Text Award), Second Prize at the Zhouzhuang National Children’s Short 
Story Competition. Her titles have also been selected for the nationwide “100 Classes, 1,000 Readers” 
shared reading list and recommended reading lists in multiple regions.

Illustrator: Shuiditong (水滴潼) is a young independent illustrator whose illustrated titles include Herding 
Clouds, Nine Songs, Hello, Mr. Alzheimer, and The Little Magic Shoe That Wandered Away. She has won 
the Outstanding Works Award at the Hiii Illustration International Competition and an Excellence Award 
at the Kan Tai-keung Design Award, and her work has been shortlisted for the BIBF International 
Illustration Competition and selected for Beijing Design Week’s 751 International Design Festival. She 
hopes to turn everyday life into fairy tales through her art, bringing readers warmth and comfort.

月光旅社

When a painting steals their grandmother’s smile, two orphaned twins must follow the 
Moonlight Inn’s hidden magic into the City of Flowers—before the only home they’ve ever 
known fades into moonlight.
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Children's Book

For readers who love Studio Ghibli, The Moomins, and The Little Prince:
• Magical realism with an Eastern artistic atmosphere—dreamlike, comforting, and distinctive. 
• A “secret-inn” mystery with a high-concept hook: a stolen smile, a painting, and a journey 

that reframes family. 
• Premium illustration package by an award-winning artist—high visual collectability. 
• Grandparents as hidden heroes—a fresh, marketable twist with warmth and humor.  



220 pages, 80,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

A 14-year-old boy opens his grandmother’s memoir, and 
discovers that a family’s love can be inherited the same way 
curiosity is: quietly, stubbornly, and brilliantly.

Fourteen-year-old Xiaoyu is coming undone. After his 
father’s sudden death and years of his scientist mother’s 
constant fieldwork travel, he feels left behind—and when a 
humiliating school incident pushes him over the edge, he 
bolts, boards a random bus, and vanishes for the day.

The turning point arrives quietly. On a train with his sharp, 
composed grandmother, Xiaoyu finds her handwritten 
memoir—written in his late grandfather’s unused field 
notebook—and starts reading. The pages unfold a vivid 
family archive of “the three of them”: a grandfather devoted 
to fungi and highland fieldwork, a grandmother shaped by 
decades of watching the stars, and a mother who inherited 
their discipline, tenderness, and fierce belief in truth-
seeking. The past isn’t nostalgia—it’s a map for survival.

As Xiaoyu moves between present crisis and past devotion, 
the story gathers toward Qinghai Lake, where his seventy-
year-old grandmother returns to run an astronomy camp 
and Xiaoyu becomes her assistant—under a plateau sky vast 
enough to make his pain feel solvable...

• Cross-generational emotional resonance: A rare portrait of a scientific family told from a 
teenager’s view—combining family memory with intellectual inheritance.

• Scientifically authentic, literarily refined: Based on real experiences of Chinese Academy of 
Sciences scholars, written with poetic, literary language that appeals beyond a young 
readership.

• High-authority endorsements by famous Academicians with emotional warmth, giving 
editors strong confidence in both credibility and tone. 

• From an intimate courtyard home to highland journeys and the Qinghai Lake astronomy 
camp, the story pairs small human moments with vast landscapes and the night sky.  

Liu Liqiong（刘黎琼） holds a degree in Chinese literature from Peking 
University and works as science communication lead at the Institute of 
Microbiology, Chinese Academy of Sciences. She is a columnist for Sanlian’s 
Youth Magazine, translator of Alice Munro, and author of acclaimed 
nonfiction for young readers. Her previous work The Young Guide on the 
Plateau was selected for the “China Best Children’s Books” list.

The Three of Them
他们仨

Children's Book
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World rights available

Children's Book
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224 pages
Rights sold: Japanese

256 pages
Rights sold: Arabic, Vietnamese

Comic
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✦ The newest installment in the “Seal” series!

“What does it mean to truly take care of yourself?”
Beloved by women of the social-media generation, Seal 
finally turns to face the theme of “me as a woman.”

After exploring topics such as the importance of rest and 
self-acceptance in previous works, Seal tackles—head-on 
for the first time—the theme of “me as a woman.”

Unease about one’s body, boundaries in relationships, the line between romance and 
friendship, how to make peace with loneliness—
this book responds, through humorous yet delicate dialogue, to questions we often overlook 
in daily life, yet that everyone grapples with at least once.

• “Where is my body?”

• “What does it mean to be liked?”

• “How can you tell the difference between an ambiguous relationship and true love?”

• “Today—what do I want?”

This book is a gentle answer to the past self who couldn’t even put those questions into 
words—
and at the same time, a gift to readers who are holding those questions right now.

Author Wang XX says: “Having questions in itself is already a good start.”

◆ Reader Voices (excerpts from Douban reviews)

• “Portraying Seal as a woman instantly added a whole new depth to 
the story.”

• “As I kept reading, tears just started falling naturally.”

• “It's like the book puts ‘my way of living’ into words for me.”

• “Out of the three books, this one hit me the hardest.”

• “I was saved by the line: ‘Lie down, and let the world pass over you.’ 
(躺下，让世界从自己的身上经过吧)”

Comic

What Do I Want Today?
今天我想要什么
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Preface — Asking questions is, in itself, a good start

In 2012, when I was 22, I began working in Italy for the first time.
There, I met people living in ways far beyond what I had imagined.

My colleagues around me spoke with astonishing frankness about the difficulties they 
carried in their lives—and sometimes even about private experiences.

Watching them, I was overwhelmed by a deep sense of shame.

They seemed able to accept, without awkwardness, the fact that someone might like them. 
They had the ability to build intimate relationships with others, to judge whether 
someone’s attitude was sincere, and, when hurt, to recover at their own pace. And above 
all, they valued their boundaries—and could protect them.

Meanwhile, I was a shy 22-year-old girl from East Asia.
In front of them, I could only hide the “childish” questions that kept rising in my mind:

— Is it still embarrassing to have no romantic experience?
— How much desire counts as “normal”?
— How do relationships even begin?
— What should I do to be liked?
— If I’m not liked, does my existence have no meaning?
— How do I face loneliness?
— How do I tell the difference between an ambiguous relationship and real love?

Back then, I was so clumsy that I couldn’t even put those questions into words.

Even so, amid confusion and anxiety, I survived that period in my own way.

And then—more than ten years passed.

Only now have I gradually become able to draw those questions in lines and colors. And 
even if they reappear again and again in my life, I can greet them a little more calmly:
“Oh, you again. Long time no see.”

This book draws those kinds of questions.

If someone picks up this book and thinks, “Ah—so it’s okay to say these questions out 
loud properly,”
that alone would make me truly happy.

Yes—there’s no need to force an answer right away.
Just asking the question—
that alone is already a very good start.
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Alright—now we've got 
the feelings of:

“I'm a terrible person,” 
“I'm great,” and 

“I'm the embodiment 
of temptation.”

Now, try feeling all three 
at the same time!

I am… the kind of person who gets used…

I am a terrible person.

I don't need any reward…

I'm great.

I'm the embodiment of temptation.

No, no, no… I 
can't… it's painful… 
I'm going to throw 

up… somebody 
help meeee…!

Ah… I'm 
done for…

It's like… I'm stuck 
in the mud and 
can't get out…

Don't cry, Seal.
Everything just now was a lie.

I only did it to explain what “self-
stigma” feels like…

Waaaaaah!!

Uh-oh… I 
might've taken it 

a bit too far…
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95 pages, 10,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

A book that blossoms from four generations of love — a 
lyrical gift from a grandfather to his granddaughter, and from 
a child to the adult world.

Zhi Zhi's Big Courtyard  is a poetic, tenderly illustrated 
collaboration between celebrated Chinese author Liu 
Liangcheng and his young granddaughter, Zhi Zhi. Joined by 
the whole family—Grandpa painted the landscapes, Great-
grandmother added embroidered flowers, and Zhi Zhi herself 
drew magical creatures—the book is a unique tapestry of 
generations, imagination, and memory.

Set in a real courtyard at the foot of the Tianshan Mountains, 
this book captures the wonder of a child discovering her 
world: ancient trees, talking animals, mysterious paths, 
vegetables in bloom, snow trails stolen by wind. Each of the 
twenty stories is like a small painting—simple, whimsical, and 
glowing with love. The prose, lyrical and light-footed, invites 
the reader into a space where nature is not background but 
character, and childhood is not past but presence.

✨ A multi-generational creative project: Liu wrote the stories; Zhi Zhi, her 
grandfather, and her great-grandmother each added their touch, creating a 
literary and visual feast rooted in family.

� Nature as the first teacher: The book champions nature-based learning—
reading the soil, listening to insects, and sensing the seasons—as the truest 
childhood education.

� Richly illustrated with childlike wonder: Hand-drawn artworks by Zhi Zhi 
and her family turn every page into a gallery of innocence.

� Universal appeal: A literary “storybook” for both children and adults—
perfect for shared reading, thoughtful gifting, and nostalgic rediscovery.

� Blurbs by leading Chinese cultural figures: Endorsed by Han Shaogong, 
Bai Yansong, Liu Tong, and more.

Liu Liangcheng（刘亮程） is a celebrated Chinese novelist, poet, and essayist, winner 
of the prestigious Mao Dun Literature Prize. Known for his deep reverence for nature 
and lyrical prose, Liu's works—including One Man's Village and The Sacred Clan—have 
been translated into multiple languages and widely anthologized. With Zhi Zhi's Big 
Courtyard, he turns his gaze inward, toward family and memory, crafting a rare literary 
jewel that speaks to all generations.

Zhi Zhi's Big Courtyard 
知知的大院子

Children's Book
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CHINA STORIES



408 pages, 142,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

It is a beautifully crafted culinary memoir that captures the 
spirit of one of China's oldest cities through its beloved 
local flavors—perfect for readers seeking authentic, place-
based narratives beyond mainstream Chinese cuisine.

• As global readers move beyond "generic Chinese food," 
The Taste of Nanjing offers a fresh, authentic, and 
deeply human perspective on Jiangnan culinary 
traditions

• Unlike typical food writing, this book offers a deep 
emotional mapping of Nanjing's history, culture, and 
spirit through its everyday flavors.

In The Taste of Nanjing, celebrated Chinese writer Yu Bin takes readers on a sensory journey 
through one of China's most historic and culturally rich cities. Blending memoir, culinary 
writing, and cultural commentary, Yu paints an intimate portrait of Nanjing through its food—
revealing how memory, tradition, and identity are all stirred into each bowl of duck blood soup, 
each salted duck leg, and every steaming pot of Jiangnan-style rice.

With the eye of a local and the heart of a poet, Yu explores the streets, markets, and dining 
tables of Nanjing, unearthing the city's history as the former capital of multiple dynasties and 
its enduring legacy in China's gastronomic map. Each chapter is a dish, and every dish a story—
about family, seasons, migration, resilience, and the deep emotional resonance of taste.

The Taste of Nanjing is not merely a food book, but a lyrical tribute to a city's soul, where 
flavors evoke forgotten eras and recipes become a quiet resistance to cultural amnesia. For 
readers of Fuchsia Dunlop, M.F.K. Fisher, or anyone interested in the power of food to tell a 
story, Yu Bin's work offers a rare and flavorful window into modern China's intimate past.

Yu Bin was born and grew up in Nanjing, China. He is a professor at Nanjing 
University's School of Liberal Arts, and an expert on comparative literature 
and world literature. He is also a prolific writer, authoring celebrity 
biographies such as Eileen Chang: A Biography and Zhou Zuoren: A Life, as 
well as a collection of essays about his teenage years in China during the 
1960s and 1970s (Ti Qian Huai Jiu, Jiu Shi Gou Dang, and A Taste of Nanjing).

The Taste of Nanjing 
南京味道

Essay
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Rights sold: English, Russian, Hindi, Turkish, 
Kazakh, Persian

English translation available 
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An outstanding documentary literary work by a foreign 
sinologist, who has spent considerable time in China, vividly 
portray contemporary China through his rich life experience.
In this book, Dr. Luc Kwanten, a prominent Belgian sinologist 
a n d  a  s c h o l a r  o f  t h e  T a n g u t  ( a n  a n c i e n t  r e g i o n  i n 
northwestern China), narrates his deep connection and 
origins with this country. Over 30 years of residence in China 
have allowed he to witness its tremendous development from 
var ious  angles ,  i n c l u di n g  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h ,  s o c i a l 
advancement, cultural development, and the betterment of 
public welfare. 
The entire work is emotionally rich and interspersed with 
profound insights. It captures the warmth of daily life while 
also reflecting academic depth, offering readers around the 
world a truly three-dimensional view of China from a very 
unique perspective.ing possibilities.

Luc Kwanten（吕 光 东）, born in Berlin in 1944 and raised in Belgium, has 
lived a life that spans across Europe, America, and Asia. Proficient in twelve 
languages and a holder of doctoral degrees in both arts and sciences, he has 
made pioneering explorations in the field of Tangut studies. While in the United 
States, he was a tenured professor at the University of Chicago and served as the 
director of the Far East Library. Kwanten authored The Nomad Empire and 
numerous academic papers. Together with his wife, he established the Big 
Apple Agency, recognized by Forbes Asia as China's largest copyright agency, 
contributing significantly to the cultural exchange between the East and the 
West.

English edition: 252 pages
Rights sold: Malay



5 volumes

Rights sold: Korean
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“In the Forbidden City” Series

Jade stands as an important and unique symbol of 
Chinese civilization, with the Palace Museum boasting 
the most complete and prestigious collection of jade 
artifacts in the world. Organized chronologically, this 
book tells the cultural history of jade from the Neolithic 
Age to the Ming and Qing dynasties, drawing upon the 
most exquisite and representative jade pieces from the 
Palace Museum's collection. It weaves a vivid narrative of 
Chinese civilization through a comprehensive history of 
jade in the Palace Museum, using jade as a starting point 
to showcase the continuous and thriving nature of 
Chinese civilization.
The author, who has been committed to researching jade 
and studying jade culture for nearly three decades, has 
meticulously classified and rediscovered a significant 
number of jade artifacts collected by the Palace Museum 
t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  m e t h o d s  s u c h  a s  " w a r e h o u s e 
archaeology," exemplifying the perseverance and 
dedication of museum workers.

Chinese Culture

“在故宫”系列

The Forbidden City has served as the royal palace for both the Ming and Qing dynasties, with a 
history spanning over 600 years. It is one of China's earliest national museums and a UNESCO 
World Heritage site, attracting a vast number of tourists annually. As one of the world's most 
iconic landmarks, it embodies the artistic beauty of Versailles, the power symbol of the 
Kremlin, and the cultural influence of ancient Roman ruins. It stands as a microcosm of 
China's long history and brilliant culture, a shining symbol of Chinese civilization.

The "In the Forbidden City" book series is a collaborative effort between Yilin Press and the 
Palace Museum, featuring authors who are all experts and scholars working within the 
museum. Writing from the first-person perspective of "Forbidden City insiders talking about 
the Forbidden City", they combine their personal work experiences to offer readers an 
immersive reading experience. The series covers a broad range of topics, from the rich 
collection of cultural relics to the grand ancient architectural complexes, and from the diet of 
Qing dynasty emperors to their weddings. It includes lesser-known stories told by the 
"Forbidden City insiders" and the enchanting scenery of the Forbidden City as depicted by their 
pens. Regardless of the aspect of Chinese culture that holds interest, this series offers a wealth 
of content that is bound to appeal to a wide range of tastes.

The series includes a large number of exquisite photographs of Forbidden City artifacts and 
architecture, many of which are being published for the first time, allowing readers to more 
directly experience the unique charm of the Forbidden City. For those who have visited the 
Forbidden City, these books will evoke many beautiful memories. And for those who are 
interested but have not yet had the chance to visit, this series will offer a head start on the 
journey to the Forbidden City.

Jade:
A Window into Chinese Civilization from the Palace Museum
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“In the Forbidden City” Series
“在故宫”系列

I Sketch in the Forbidden City
Palace Museum staff member Ale captures his daily observations 
and impressions through sketches, offering a unique perspective as 
a museum employee. Using hand-drawn illustrations, he showcases 
the architecture, flora, and cultural relics within the Palace Museum, 
depicting both its enduring features and evolving landscapes. With 
his playful, captivating and delicate strokes, he arranged each sketch 
by content and time, compiling them into a visually appealing 
illustrated book themed on the Palace Museum. The book reveals 
both the accessible and inaccessible areas of the Forbidden City, 
vividly narrating its stories through a blend of images and text. 
Different from the typical grandiose views often presented, this book 
unveils the multifaceted nature of the Forbidden City, portraying an 
intimate yet approachable daily image of this historic site.

The Ritual is Complete:
The Grand Wedding in the Qing Palace
The emperor's wedding represented a grand national ceremony, categorized as Jia-li 
(congratulatory rites), one of the traditional Five Rites - auspicious, congratulatory, military, 
hosting and inauspicious rites, which are rituals concerning sacrifice, growing-up and 
marriage, military conducts, guest reception, and mourning. It was termed the grand wedding 
in order to be distinguished from the weddings of ordinary people. As a national ceremony, the 
emperor's wedding involved solemn worship of heaven and earth, respect for the ancestors, 
and proclamations to the officials and the populace. The very elaborate wedding ceremonies of 
Qing emperors not only symbolized the ultimate luxury of the royal family but also asserted the 
supreme sovereign power of the emperor. Following the principle of using visual and material 
evidence to substantiate the history, this book restores the history with numerous paintings 
and ancient artifacts into, thus unfolding the wedding classics of an era.

Gourmet World: The Imperial Cuisine of the Qing Dynasty
This book explores the palace life of the Qing Dynasty through the lens of diet. It begins by 
tracing the evolution of palace culinary customs since the founding of the Qing Dynasty and 
the development of the institutions overseeing palace cuisine. The book then introduces the 
typical ingredients, tableware and utensil used in the Qing imperial kitchens, along with very 
useful dietary practices for health maintenance. 
Additionally, it details the culinary preferences and eating habits of emperors throughout 
history and the dietary customs of the royal family during major festivals such as the Spring 
Festival, Dragon Boat Festival, and Mid-Autumn Festival. This comprehensive and vivid 
portrayal delves into a detailed exploration of the diverse and distinctive culinary and dietary 
culture in the Qing Dynasty's palace; furthermore, it transcends the mere sustenance, 
intertwining food with palace etiquette and hierarchy. This book not only offers readers with a 
glimpse into the Qing emperors' dietary fondness which could be concluded as “the one who 
rules the world savors the world”, but also underscores the profound significance of palace 
culinary culture as an integral part of traditional Chinese culture.

Chinese Culture



My Earthbound Relatives
A Rural Daughter-in-Law's Perspective on the Countryside
大地上的亲人

384 pages, 262,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

“At the end of the day, the struggles and opportunities they 
encounter are nothing but the true experiences of the 
majority of ordinary people in the process of China's 
modernization.”

• Three different villages with distinct characteristics yet 
each facing their own challenges, confronting the true 
and complex rural landscape of China during its painful 
transition

• A Chinese version and parallel account of J.D. Vance's 
Hillbilly Elegy

On the eve of the 2016 Spring Festival, an article titled “A Rural Daughter-in-Law's Perspective 
on the Countryside” sparked a nationwide discussion on rural issues. It narrated the 
vicissitudes of fate of three generations of the author's in-laws living in Hubei's countryside, as 
seen through her eyes. Seizing this opportunity, the author, Huang Deng, restructured her 
thirteen years of continuous rural writings into this book, meticulously documenting the ups 
and downs of life in the three villages where her in-laws, her own family, and her maternal 
grandparents reside. Huang Deng's true, detailed, and profound records and analyses of her 
relatives provide a valuable sample for the nation to contemplate rural and broader Chinese 
social issues.

The three villages depicted in the book—Fengsan Village, Fengxing Village, and Aikou Village—
span Hunan and Hubei provinces. Though seemingly unrelated and distant from each other, 
the relatives living there, bound by their common “peasant identity”, face almost identical 
challenges and crises. Throughout the social transitions of the past three decades, modernity, 
veiled by the city, has thoroughly penetrated the villages and the lives of those who dwell in 
them. Huang Deng uses the experiences of her relatives to try to reveal the intricate picture of 
the peasant relatives' struggle with destiny, questioning the past and future of Chinese villages, 
and also exposing her inner doubts and confusions. In Huang Deng's writing, the countryside 
is no longer just a vessel for nostalgia but a “field of issues” that an intellectual devotes their 
wisdom and care to—highlighting the truth, confronting problems, and seeking possibilities.
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Nonfiction

Huang Deng（黄 灯） holds a Ph.D. in Literature from Sun Yat-sen University. In 
2016, she penned A Rural Daughter-in-Law's Perspective on the Countryside, 
sparking a nationwide discussion on rural issues during the Spring Festival of that 
year. Primarily focusing on China's social issues, her non-fictional reportage 
includes notable works such as My Earthbound Relatives, My Second-tier 
University Students, and Home Visits. Huang Deng's contributions of drawing 
public attention to China's easily neglected issues have been recognized with 
numerous awards, including the Chinese Young Writers Award for non-fiction, a 
place on Asia Weekly's top ten good books list in the non-fiction category, and the 
prestigious “Douban Annual Book” honor.



336 pages, 192,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic
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6 volumes

Rights sold: Korean
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SCIENCE & 
NON-FICTION



What if the universe had a hidden shape—and one man 
devoted his life to uncovering it?

This is the extraordinary true story of Shing-Tung Yau, 
the Harvard geometer and Fields Medal–winning 
mathematician who proved the Calabi conjecture and 
laid the geometric foundation for string theory. In The 
Shape of a Life, Yau recounts his lifelong pursuit of truth 
through mathematics: from a barefoot childhood in rural 
China to the peaks of global scientific renown.

Co-written with science writer Steve Nadis, this memoir 
is a rare blend of intellectual adventure and personal 
history, showing how pure geometry, cultural heritage, 
and individual ambition converge to reshape not just 
theoretical physics, but how we understand space, 
structure, and ourselves.

Yau's work on Calabi–Yau manifolds gave physicists the 
geometry to model hidden dimensions in the universe. 
But behind the equations is a human story of migration, 
adversity, and perseverance: from the chaotic classrooms 
of Hong Kong, to Berkeley during the Vietnam War 
protests, to academic battles in both America and China. 
Yau emerges not only as one of the great mathematicians 
of our time, but also as a passionate advocate for science 
education and cross-cultural exchange.
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Memoir / Popular Science

The Shape of a Life  One Mathematician's 
Search for the Universe's Hidden Geometry

我的几何人生：丘成桐自传

Rights sold: US English, Japanese, 
Traditional Chinese



"Yau and Nadis's The Shape of a Life opens a window into the fascinating mind and world of 
today's equivalent of Apollonius of Perga, 'The Great Geometer' of antiquity."

—Mario Livio, author of Brilliant Blunders

"The remarkable story of one of the world's most accomplished mathematicians, Shing-Tung 
Yau, who has made profound contributions in pure mathematics, general relativity, and string 
theory. Yau's personal journey inspires us all with humankind's irrepressible spirit of 
discovery."

—Brian Greene, author of The Elegant Universe

"Dr. Yau's story is a window into the dynamics that prevail in China as 5,000 years of Middle 
Kingdom tradition tries to mix with postmodern science, a blending that, if it takes, could 
eventually reshape the balance of science and technology in the world."

—Dennis Overbye, The New York Times

"The book is an unexpectedly intimate look into a highly accomplished man, his colleagues and 
friends, the development of a new field of geometric analysis, and a glimpse into a truly 
uncommon mind."

—Nina MacLaughlin, Boston Globe

"Traces the remarkable arc of Yau's life, from poverty and exile in Hong Kong to international 
renown as a Chinese-American mathematician and the first Chinese winner of the Fields 
Medal, often described as the Nobel Prize of mathematics."

—Science News

"A well-written and readable story of a very accomplished man's life."
—Mathematical Association of America Reviews

"Engaging, eminently readable. . . . For those with a taste for elegant and largely jargon-free 
explanations of mathematics, The Shape of a Life promises hours of rewarding reading. . . . "

—Judith Goodstein, American Scientist

"Yau and Nadis dive into explanations of some extremely complicated math and do so with an 
enviable clarity and precision. The book also offers a compelling portrait of the intellectual life 
of a mathematician."

—Physics Today

"The interesting life of a remarkably influential modern mathematician."
—Juan Maldacena, Institute for Advanced Study

"This book tells a fascinating story of a life lived between multiple cultures—China and the 
West, and mathematics and physics. Yau's journey from poverty in Hong Kong to the top levels 
of the mathematics world was not a simple one."

—Edward Witten, Institute for Advanced Study

Originally published in English by Yale University Press (2019).
English rights have now reverted to the authors. Yilin Press currently holds the global 
translation rights and welcomes inquiries from all language markets, including English.
The cover of the original English edition is used here for reference purposes only.
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Shing-Tung Yau is the William Caspar Graustein Professor of Mathematics at 
Harvard University. He has been awarded a Fields Medal, a MacArthur 
Fellowship, a National Medal of Science, the Wolf Prize in Mathematics, the 
Crafoord Prize, the Veblen Prize, and other honors. 

Steve Nadis is a science writer and contributing editor to Astronomy and 
Discover magazines.



388 pages, 180,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

• The journey from the cinchona tree in the South American rainforest to the artificial 
synthesis of quinine, and from Artemisia annua in the mountains of East Asia to Tu 
Youyou's discovery of artemisinin, leaves us with thought-provoking questions:

– How has the ancient wisdom of medicine inspired modern scientific research?

– How has humanity's battle against malaria shaped the global landscape?

An ancient disease has killed nearly half of the 
people who have ever lived on this planet. Two 
miraculous drugs, however, have saved the lives of 
hundreds of millions of patients.

The book stands out for its unique writing style, 
seamlessly integrating historical records with 
fictional imagination. It tells the story of the 
cont inuous  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o f 
antimalarial drugs in both China and the West, 
highlighting the differences and similarities in 
scientific thinking between the two. Artemisinin 
and quinine were thus developed. Although they 
originated from different sources, both played a 
crucial role in the fight against malaria and made 
indelible contributions to human health.

In addition, the book introduces the serendipitous 
discoveries  made by pioneers  during  their 
exploration process. These discoveries have also 
greatly benefited human well-being.
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Liang Guibai （梁贵柏） studied organic chemistry at Fudan University, earned 
his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and completed 
postdoctoral research at Cornell University. He then joined Merck Sharp & 
Dohme, where he made significant contributions to the invention of Sitagliptin, 
a groundbreaking diabetes medication. His research has been published in top 
scientific journals, advancing both theoretical knowledge and practical 
applications in pharmaceuticals. Beyond his scientific achievements, Liang has 
been a key promoter of Sino-US medical cooperation, helping to foster 
development in China's pharmaceutical and healthcare industries.

The Tale of Two Medicines
双药记
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Stories of New Medicines Ⅰ
新药的故事
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Stories of New Medicines Ⅱ
新药的故事 2



As the latest installment in the popular “Stories of New Medicines” series by Liang Guibai, a 
renowned scientist and pharmaceutical researcher, this book continues to captivate readers 
with its engaging stories of groundbreaking medical discoveries and the relentless pursuit of 
innovation in the pharmaceutical industry.

It delves into the fascinating journeys of nine life-changing drugs, from the initial stages of 
pathological research to the rigorous processes of clinical trials and regulatory approvals. It 
explores how ancient wisdom and modern science intersect, leading to remarkable 
breakthroughs. For instance, it uncovers how a hunting poison from the South American 
rainforest became a cornerstone of modern emergency medicine, and how a traditional 
beauty clay from East Asia evolved into a foundational treatment for diarrhea. Each chapter 
is a testament to the perseverance and ingenuity of scientists and pharmaceutical teams who 
have dedicated decades to overcoming seemingly insurmountable challenges.

236 pages, 70,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

Yang Zhihan（杨 知 寒）,  born in 1994, has an extensive literary 
background, transitioning from online literature to “pure literature” 
writing and has already shown her prowess: her stories have been 
published in prestigious journals such as People's Literature, Flower City, 
and Shanghai Literature; she has received awards including the Xiao Hong 
Young Writer's Award, the Douban Reading Writing Contest Best Character 
Award, and the “Zhongshan Star” Annual Young Masterpiece Award; her 
works have been selected for the China Fiction Society's annual fiction 
rankings and the China City Literature annual list.
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Stories of New Medicines Ⅲ
新药的故事 3

• The “Stories of New Medicines” series is more 
than just  a  book about medicine;  i t  is  a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  h u m a n  i n g e n u i t y  a n d 
perseverance in the face of adversity. It 
invites readers to explore the fascinating 
world of pharmaceutical research and to 
appreciate the profound impact that these 
discoveries have on our lives.

– It highlights the differences and similarities in 
scientific thinking between China and the 
West, offering readers a comprehensive view 
of global pharmaceutical development.

– Beyond the science, the book shares the 
personal  s tor ies  o f  p i o n e e r s  a n d  t h e i r 
serendipitous discoveries, adding a human 
touch to the narrative.





75



76



77



78



79





BACKLIST



82



83



84



85



86



Culture

87



88



89



90



91

Rights sold: Arabic



Rights sold: English, Dutch, French, Russian, 
Kazakh, Serbian, Macedonian
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Look Forward to Spring Breeze

It is impossible to enter the deeper aspects of contemporary Chinese literature without also entering 
the world of Ge Fei.

— Enrique Vila-Matas

94



95






