Rights Bk
Guide
2 O 2 6 Yilin Press




Yilin Press, founded in 1988 as an imprint of Phoenix Publishing &
Media Group, is China’s leading publisher with exceptional cultural
influence and market appeal. Its publishing scope includes world
literature, humanities, social science, popular science, language
education, and three kinds of periodicals.

Yilin Press publishes more than 500 new titles annually, including
works that have won the Nobel Prize for Literature, the Booker Prize,
and the Mao Dun Literature Prize, distinguishing it as one of China’s
top publishers of world literature. Its catalog of masterworks by
renowned Chinese authors such as Yu Hua, Ge Fei, Liu Liangcheng,
Chi Zijian, Ye Zhaoyan, Lu Min, and A Yi grants it profound, expansive
influence, and foreign language rights to their works have been sold
to more than ten countries. Its social science publications, such as The
Theory of Moral Capital, My Heart Belongs to Dunhuang, and Contemporary
Chinese Visual Culture, have made a major impact internationally.
Symbols of China, Peoples of China, “China Competitive Series,” and other
publications catering to international readers reflect China’s unique
cultural characteristics as well as its economic and social development.
These titles are well received by international readers and have proven
influential overseas.

Yilin Press has established a broad range of partnership with
leading publishing houses over the world such as Simon & Schuster,
Springer, and Taylor & Francis Group on several works by well-
known contemporary Chinese authors. In the past decade, Yilin Press
has expanded its international markets, forming copyright trade
partnerships with more than 160 publishers in over 50 countries, among
which over 40 are “Belt and Road” countries such as Vietnam, Mongolia,
Lebanon, Egypt, and Turkey.
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Graphic Novel

The Three-Body Problem Trilogy
(Graphic Novel)

(=) =3kih (E&ANG)

— m wallay wnliny * WINNER OF THE HUGO AWARD FOR BEST NOVEL
< ; E + A gorgeously crafted graphic novel adaptation of China’s

THE THREE-BODY UNIVERSE & megastar author Liu Cixin's The Three-Body Problem trilogy

The Three-Body Problem (Volume1) Adagted into films, Chinese TV series and Netflix series in
published - Jan, 2025 English language

The Dark Forest (Volume 2-3)

scheduled - Aug, 2026
Death's End (Volume 4-6)

scheduled - Aug, 2028

“A mind-bending epic.”
—The New York Times

Rights sold: Spanish, French, German,  “War of the Worlds for the 21st century.”
Turkish, Greek, Italian —The Wall Street Journal

“Fascinating.”

—TIME
“Extraordinary.”
—The New Yorker
“Wildly imaginative.”
—Barack Obama
“Provocative.”
—Slate
“A breakthrough book.”
—George R. R. Martin
“Impossible to put down.”
“Absolutely mind-unfolding.”
—NPR
“You should be reading Liu Cixin.”
—The Washington Post

L iu Cixin (X #4f) , born in June 1963, is a representative of the new generation
of Chinese science fiction authors and recognized as a leading voice in
Chinese science fiction. He was awarded the China Galaxy Science Fiction Award
for eight consecutive years, from 1999 to 2006 and again in 2010. His representative
work The Three-body Problem is the BEST STORY of 2015 Hugo Awards, the 3rd of
2015 Campbell Award finalists, and nominee of 2015 Nebulas Award.

His works have received wide acclaim on account of their powerful
atmosphere and brilliant imagination. Liu Cixin’s stories successfully combine the
exceedingly ephemeral with hard reality, all the while focusing on revealing the
essence and aesthetics of science. He has endeavored to create a distinctly Chinese
style of science fiction.




The Three-Body Problem trilogy, a wildly imaginative sci-fi epic by Liu Cixin, continues to
change the lives of its readers forever. With more than thirty million copies sold around the
world since its first publication in 2006, the “Three-Body Problem” trilogy has established
itself as a modern classic, universally admired.

Liu Cixin's masterpiece tells a complex tale involving a threatened invasion of Earth by a
distant, technologically advanced alien civilization. Kirkus' review of the trilogy noted that
“in concept and development, it resembles top-notch works by Arthur C. Clarke or Larry
Niven.”

Carefully abridged from Liu Cixin's classic novel and brought thrillingly to life with striking,
evocative art by Golden Dragon Award-winning artist Wu Qingsong, this graphic novel is a
perennial delight for Three-Body fans, both old and new.

Wu Qingsong (& 7 f4) , born June 26, 1981, is a Chinese artist and
graphic novelist known for his distinctive style. A graduate of Sichuan
Fine Arts Institute, Wu turned to comics full-time in 2009. His work
The Massacre of the Mountain and Sea won prestigious awards,
including China's Golden Dragon Award (China's comic “Oscar”) .
Wu's comics, such as Yumen 2 and Queen of the Sea: Shi Xiu, are
published in France, making him a signed artist with FEI and Jean

Paul. His dedication to his craft has brought him international acclaim
and serves as an inspiration to many.




Mounting the Terrace in Spring
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358 pages, 183,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic, Persian, Spanish

A philosophical introspection on the complexities of
human relations in modern society

Ge Fei’s captivating page-turner, Mounting the Terrace in Spring,
centers on four people whose lives and fates are changed
over the 40 years from the 1980s onward. Shen Xinyi, Chen
Keming, Dou Baoging and Zhou Zhenya, came from different
places of China to No. 67 Chuntai Road in Beijing, where they
work for the same Internet of Things (IoT) Company, but
have their own stories. Shen Xinyi, born and raised in a son-
preference family in a village south of the Yangtze River,
has been striving to escape from her tough and suffocating
mother; Chen Keming from a village in Beijing, who loves
his wife deeply, is inevitably caught in the danger of cheating
on her; Dou Baoqging, the gloomy “savage”, carrying a dark
secret, walks alone among the crowd; Zhou Zhenxia, a retired
entrepreneur who lives an idle and free life by making tea and
growing flowers, is very much sure that he is in happiness, but
the fear of death still follows him.

The stories of the four characters are both relatively
independent and connected to each other, as if they were the
set of box looms in The Arabian Nights, or like microdust in
the vast universe. Full of well-drawn, authentic characters,
the novel is a fascinating vision of time, fate and spiritual
life of human being from one of China’s most acclaimed
contemporary authors.

e Fei (#%1F ) is the pen name of Liu Yong, who was born in Jiangsu Province

in 1964. He graduated with a degree in Chinese from East China Normal
University in Shanghai, and in 2000 received a PhD from Beijing’s Tsinghua
University, where he has taught literature ever since. He first started publishing
short stories during the 1980s and quickly established himself as one of the
most prominent writers of experimental avant-garde fiction in China. Ge Fei's
scholarly publications include Kafka's Pendulum and his fiction includes The

Invisibility Cloak; the Jiangnan Trilogy, of which Peach Blossom Paradise is the first
volume and its English translation was selected as a finalist for the National Book
Award for Translated Literature in 2021; and the novella Flock of Brown Birds. He
was awarded the 2014 Lu Xun Literary Prize and the 2015 Mao Dun Literature
Prize.




Glory and Hardship:

Europeans in the Chinese Imperial Court

SRS W AT EE RPN

* Authored by a senior Palace Museum scholar, drawing
on exclusive Qing imperial archives and Jesuit
manuscripts rarely accessible to the public.

* 80+ rare images—from intricate clocks to court
paintings—offering visual proof of cultural exchange
within the Forbidden City.

» A Micro-History Focus by focusing on individuals like
Schall von Bell and Verbiest, revealing how they
navigated life as both imperial servants and men of
faith.

* A crucial Asian perspective on early cross-cultural
encounters, resonating with contemporary

globalization debates. Cover coming soo
T -" | g T

200,000 Chinese characters / Approx. 150,000 words
80 high-resolution images from Palace Museum archives
World rights available

From the moment Matteo Ricci presented his gifts to the Wanli Emperor in 1601 until the
early 19th century, a unique group of Europeans lived within the red walls of the Forbidden
City for two centuries. They became an integral, yet paradoxical, part of the Chinese
imperial court. These were not mere travelers, but “Imperial Technicians” —Jesuits who
secured their presence in China not through the Gospel, but through their mastery of
astronomy, painting, clock-making, medicine, and music.

This is an immersive exploration of their hidden lives, cultural struggles, and the “glory
and hardship” they experienced at the heart of the Chinese Empire between 1601 and 1811.
Moving beyond traditional political history, Dr. Guo utilizes her unprecedented access to the
Palace Museum' s archives to reconstruct the daily reality of these foreigners. The book
examines how they navigated the complexities of being both cultural emissaries and
participants in high-stakes international politics. It reveals a vibrant landscape of cross-
cultural exchange, where East and West actively absorbed and integrated each other's
influences within the ritualistic confines of the Ming and Qing courts.

Guo Meixia (BR2E££), Ph.D., is a Research Librarian and the President
of the Palace Museum. Her research focuses on museum
communication and the history of Sino-Western cultural exchange
during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Her work is characterized by a
rigorous academic foundation combined with a narrative style that

makes complex history accessible to a broad audience. Given her
working experience at the Palace Museum, she possesses unique
expertise in integrating visual artifacts—such as paintings, timepieces,
and architectural spaces—into historical storytelling.




Wings of Wonder:

100 Questions That Unlock the Amazing World of Birds

RPN Z3E: 10O RIS AR A S A Y S5 2R

@z o ) Was Archaeopteryx the first bird?
Do birds have just one love forever?
lQ O/I\ffjﬁ What should you do if you find a baby bird on the ground?
IS %f';ifégi > \ Should we feed wild birds snacks?

Why don’t woodpeckers get headaches?

Renowned ornithologist Chen Shuihua presents a comprehensive
and accessible introduction to birds for a global audience.
Structured into 10 thematic chapters, the book explores
fundamental ornithological concepts through 100 carefully
curated questions. It not only covers essential bird biology but
also thoughtfully integrates China’s native bird species with their
cultural significance, while maintaining a broad perspective on
birds worldwide.
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Over 100 full-color illustrations, meticulously hand-drawn by a
278 pages, 183,000 Chinese characters, natural history artist, complement the text and enhance scientific
100 full-colored illustrations understanding. The book is highly recommended by senior
World rights available. ornithologists and is suitable for readers of all ages.
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Chen Shuihua (f57K%E) is a Senior Research Fellow at the Zhejiang Provincial Museum and
holds a PhD in Avian Ecology from Beijing Normal University. He serves as the Chief Science
Communicator for Bird Diversity and Ecological Civilization appointed by the China
Association for Science and Technology. He has authored and edited numerous acclaimed
works, including Birds of China’s Oceans and Wetlands, The Chinese Birdwatching
Handbook, and Beauty as Evolution’s Reward.

Qiu Mengyun (38%°z) holds a PhD in Art and works as a scientific illustrator.
Since 2015, she has specialized in natural history illustration, scientific
drawing, and nature-themed artwork. In 2023, she was named “Annual
Nature Artist” of the China Wildlife Imaging Annual Competition. In 2024,
she received the GRAND PRIX at the Japan Illustration Awards (JIA).



Popular Science

The Giant Panda National Park:
A Natural Illustrated Guide

KRB & 5K 2 el H AR I 35

A panoramic introduction to the patés'
biodiversity, ecosystem types, and’
conservation context E

Curated common species encountered in
the park, explained in plain language

Content informed by up-to-date taxonomy : =7 ' :
and biodiversity monitoring : AT\ R

Cover coming soon
Rich photographic documentation

designed for learning, reference, and 386 pages, 286,000 Chinese characters
nature observation World rights available

Giant Panda National Park stretches across three provinces—Sichuan, Shaanxi, and Gansu. It is
one of China’s first national parks established around a single flagship species: the giant panda.
By integrating the panda’s major habitats into a unified protected area, the park represents a
landmark effort in ecosystem-based conservation and national-park governance.

Designed as a nature observation handbook that is both scientifically robust and highly usable,
this book serves as an accessible popular-science guide to the park’s biodiversity, ecosystem
types, and ecological culture. Building on the latest progress in taxonomy and evidence from
biodiversity monitoring, it curates a selection of common species found within the park and
presents them through rich, high-quality imagery alongside clear and reader-friendly scientific
explanations. In doing so, the book helps a broad audience—nature lovers, students, educators,

and general readers—better understand local biodiversity and the structure and functioning of
the park’s ecosystems, while offering a practical reference for learning, identification, and field
observation.

About the Authors

Sichuan Administration Bureau of Giant Panda National Park is the provincial authority overseeing the
planning and management of Giant Panda National Park in Sichuan, including conservation, ecological
monitoring, research coordination, and public education.

Shanshui Conservation Center is a China-based conservation organization dedicated to science-driven
biodiversity protection, working with researchers and local communities on monitoring, protected-area
practice, and nature education.
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Bomba
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333 pages, 200,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic, Russian, Nepalese,
Kazakh, Hungarian

In Mongolian epic, Bomba means the vase-shaped
womb for all human and all things, the home to every
living thing. In this story, Bomba is the name of the
grassland where Qi and his people live. It is a paradise
on earth with four seasons like spring and fragrant
flowers blooming all-year-round.

Liu Liangcheng’s latest novel Bomba, winner of 2023 Mao Dun
Literature Award, draws inspiration from the Epic of Jangar, but
adopts a groundbreakingly imaginative, innovative approach.
The Epic of Jangar, Mongolia’s best-known epic poem, describes
the bitter struggle of twelve great warriors and thousands of
brave soldiers led by Jangar to defend their homeland of Bomba,
where people remain at age 25, free from aging or death.

In the tale, Jangar and other heroes move restlessly about the
boundless jade-green plains of Bomba, as if immersed in a
dreamlike game of hide and seek. No longer living as nomadsor
shepherds, they now flit about the vast land, while half of their
people gradually disappear. They keep building high mountains
year by year, in a scheme to exhaust their enemy tribes.

In a cold night enroute to the east, Qi, the story teller, chants this
epic tale to his people. He tells the story as if the great migration
is merely a running game, as if the dead are merely playing hide
and seek and shall come out eventually. Before dawn, however,
there is an ambush, and the whole tribe weathers a morning of
bloodshed. Qi hastily suspends the chanting. “Stories have legs.
The chanting of the epic may no longer resound, but the story
has not stopped. It leaps forward yet.”

Ae 1)

iu Liangcheng ( %] 5¢ 2 ) was awarded the 11" Mao Dun Literature Award
(2023) and the 6" Lu Xun Literature Award (2014), the most important
literature awards in China. He was born in 1962 in Xinjiang, the westernmost
province of China, where several languages and cultures coexist. His work A
Village of One’s Own caused great sensation both at home and abroad. His other
works, including Hollowed Out, Drifting Soil and In Xinjiang, have all focused on

the village in Xinjiang where he lived for years - hence his reputation as a “bucolic
philosopher”.




Bearing Word
=R

A Mao Dun Literature Award nominee in 2019
An exotic, mysterious and philosophical adventure of a
message deliverer and a donkey

Intensely exhilarating, intellectually challenging, arresting and
provocative, the work so richly transcends the conventional
limitations of genre as to make the definition seem almost
irrelevant... The technique of Liu Liangcheng’s novel proclaims that
he himself is a magnificently accomplished hybrid artist, able to take
from Eastern and Western traditions with equal ease and flair. This
pivotal book could conclusively establish itself as one of the most
excellent literary works in the world.

—Gao Xing, Editor-in-chief of World Literature

Set in Pisha and Heile, two warring countries in the west
without any official communication, this excellent fantastic
fable centers on a story between Ku, a messenger and famous
translator fluent in several languages and a donkey named Xie,
which is said to be a message itself. Ku was asked to deliver
the donkey Xie to his hostile country thousands of miles away,
thus the two of them embarked on the journey. Together,
they crossed battlefields and deserts, witnessing incredible
happenings in life and death.

Part fantasy and part philosophical puzzle, Bearing Word is
a kaleidoscopic journey to the intersection of war, love,
faith and power. Liu Liangcheng tiptoes the harmony
between human and nature, sticking to his writing concept of
“everything has a spirit”.

English edition Arabic edition

330 pages, 130,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: English, Arabic, Nepalese,
Macedonian, Hungarian, Turkish

Book reviews:




| Novel |
Drifting Soil i +

World Rights Available

Drifting soil refers to soil in the wilderness
that are formed naturally without been
trampled down by footsteps yet. This story
takes place in a village that sits on a vast
beam of drifting soil.

Drifting Soil is an exceptional work in Liu
Liangcheng’s body of work, a sort of prequel to
A Village for One’s Own. Drifting Soil is likewise
the story of a village, one built atop the ridges of
a vast expanse of upturned earth. A five-year-
old boy wonders if perhaps he were never really
born. Or was it that he was born but never grew
up? People change completely when they turn
into adults, living in the shadows of others.
Enshrouded and obscured by others, they
abandon themselves to a wasteland of dreams.
Everything within the village of upturned earth
is bathed in the twilight haze of dreams: “Dreams
raise the sky high and stretch the expanse of the
vast land.” Life is knocked askew by blasts of
wind, and the village is often left empty. Where
have the people gone, and where am I to go?

In this idiosyncratic and concise prose, Liu
Liangcheng leisurely recounts memories of
a village colored by his own life experience
and understanding of fate, weaving this into
an exquisitely crafted, unconventional novel.
Within Liu’s deep understanding of human
life and dignity, and his meticulous attention
to minutiae that often go unnoticed, lie the
abundance and profundity of the innermost
depths of the heart.

Hollowed Out s

Rights sold: English

Hollowed Out depicts a realistic tale shot
through with the absurdity of the present-
day world: beneath an ancient, apparently
lifeless village, a major excavation project is
underway. The village of Abudhan, and its
timeworn way of life, are hollowed out almost
completely... The vast land is an empty husk,
and the village hovers above a gaping void.
Hollowed Out employs a “scattered points”
prose style to depict in meticulous detail the
inexorable collapse of rural order beneath
the pressure of contemporary industrial
civilization... As spiritual habitats fall into
ruin, people are left anxious and restless, and
desperately seek long-lost tranquility wherever
it is to be found, even in dark, primitive caves.
As our world is gradually hollowed out, where
are we to turn for spiritual solace?

Hollowed Out is the result of the author’s
startling collision with reality, reflecting a
sober realization in the face of the corrosion
of tradition by reality and a close examination
of the vanishing ways of ancient villages and
civilizations.




Prose Collection

A Village of One’s Own
AR

455 pages, 280,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Korean, Arabic, Nepalese
English sample chapter available

A Chinese Walden, an evergreen favourite for 24 years,
a heartwarming classic for over 80 million people

Standing in the center of the village, staring intently, Liu gently wrote
about all the warmth and unchanged: the village where people and
animals lived together, the soft and joyful details of daily life, the ancient
and solemn order, the fair and beautiful fate.

—Li Juan, author of Winter Pasture

Liu is the closest human being to Chuang Tzu, the ancient philosopher.
While we all feel there is not enough time for everything, he spends
a lot of time introducing two ants to each other and researching why
donkeys don’t wear underwear. This book is a guide for readers to
appreciate the cuteness of nature.

—Liang Wendao, writer and critic

The prose collection A Village of One’s Own has great popularity
all over China. It has been perceived as a must-read for those
who want to experience the culture and tradition of Chinese
rural scenery and life.

From the perspective of an “idle person”, the author poetically
depicts the woods, animals, winds, nights, moonlight, and
dreams in this village. This “idle man” subordinates sowing
and harvesting to observing the sun’s rising and setting, as
well as the flowers’ booming and withering.

He indulges himself in a natural way of living to feel the
dignity of the universe. He lies down on the broad fields,
listening attentively to the hum of insects, and smiles at a
flower in this desolate place. He finds out the donkeys that
push carts and work for human beings are sophisticated
intellectuals, and the rats that are busy collecting foods may
also joyously celebrate their gains... All these stares into,
touches upon, and conversations with every living thing on
the earth have breathed life into the book, hence rid this
contemporary classic of chaos of the secular society, but let it
embrace a natural way to survive and thrive.




Beijing: the Biography
ALsife

“A city is a unique living entity that continues to grow and
evolve.”

. A panoramic survey of 3,000 years of city history
. A profound integration of literature and history

Beijing boasts a long history, stretching from the Spring and
Autumn Period and the Warring States Period through the Jin,
Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties of the dramatic
transformations in modern and contemporary times, and
particularly the evolution into a world metropolis during the
reform and opening-up era.

A o Approximately 200,000 Chinese characters
Cover coming soon World rights available

Inspired by London: the Biography by Peter Ackroyd , renowned Chinese writer Qiu Huadong
wrote Beijing: the Biography, which is not only a writer’s personal observation of a city, and
also a great city’s intimate memoir. The book weaves together a historic retrospective and an
experiential presence-in-the-moment. It is neither a local chronicle nor a work of fiction.
Beyond demonstrating the evolving appearance of Beijing through historical records, the book
reveals the city’s vitality from the inside out by integrating historical architecture, notable
figures, and era-defining landmarks. The author interprets Beijing through three distinct
perspectives: first, a modern lens to look back at historical Beijing; second, the viewpoint of a
"new Beijinger" to witness the city’s transformations; and third, the imagination of a
contemporary individual to envision the Beijing of the future. In Chapter 11, "City of the
Future," and the concluding chapter, "Smart Beijing," the author expresses sincere praise and
heartfelt aspirations for Beijing with profound emotion.

The author’s well-founded account is underpinned by over two decades of dedicated effort: he
has collected and studied more than 500 relevant volumes of materials, and conducted on-site
investigations of numerous architectural sites as well as the city’s mountains and rivers.
Beijing: the Biography is the developmental history of a man and a city witnessing each other’s
journey.

Qiu Huadong (If%E#%) was born in 1969 in Changji, Xinjiang. He graduated
from the Chinese Department of Wuhan University with a Ph.D. in Literature
and was once a research fellow. He currently serves as the Vice Chairman
and Secretary of the Secretariat of the Chinese Writers Association. Qiu has
published more than 60 books across various genres, including novels, film
and architectural critiques, essays, travelogues, and poetry collections,.
Many of his works have been translated into Japanese, Korean, English,

German, Italian, French, and Vietnamese.




Chronicles of Lost Cities
e

“Vacant cities they may be, yet history lingers close.”

* A sweeping historical novel that breathes new life
into the forgotten realms of the past by award-
winning author

* A work honored with distinctions such as the Yu
Hua Literary Prize and the Wansongpu Literary
Award for its captivating chapters
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684 pages, 472,000 Chinese characters AN, AR, AR
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Rights sold: Kazakh FRMRENE, B ER

“For years, I've amassed books on history, geography, culture, religion, and ethnic life of the
Western Regions. The people and events of millennia past have strung together a world that
moves between past and present, calling out to me from afar,” says Qiu, reflecting on his
inspiration for the novel.

Through poetic language and vivid imagination, this novel revisits the fabled lands of Loulan,
Dunhuang, Niya, Kucha, and beyond, recounting their lost legends. The book is divided into
six sections: Dual Odes of Qiuci, Triptych of Gaochang, Quartet of Niya, Quintet of Loulan,
Sextet of Yutian, and Septet of Dunhuang, each chapter weaving the tales of these ancient
ruins.

Each story of the ancient cities stands alone while being interwoven with the others,
extending into the present day where the protagonist finds themselves amidst the ruins,
forming profound bonds with these places. Echoing the adage that “all history is
contemporary history”, the brittle whispers of the past give way to the vibrant historical
figures who reverberate with vigor and vitality during the prosperous ages of Han and Tang
dynasties.




The Garden of the Qu Family
WAL

+ An epic of the mundane spanning over 70 years of the
country

+ Alife story left by a father to his daughter

+ The Chinese version of Buddenbrooks

The Garden of the Qu Family, the latest novel by
renowned Chinese author Ye Zhaoyan, unfolds as an epic
narrative that chronicles the lives of two families and
three generations within an old house in Nanjing's
southern district. Spanning the past seven decades, it
captures the essence of ordinary people's experiences in
China. The story follows the protagonist, Tian Jing, whose
life parallels that of Forrest Gump, as he navigates
through a series of significant historical moments: from
the rural exodus to the revival of the college entrance
examination, from opening up to the world to venturing
abroad, from entrepreneurial endeavors to the reform of
state-owned enterprises, and from economic
development to the transformation of urban slums.

536 pages, 290,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Arabic, Japanese

Marking Ye Zhaoyan's most extensive work to date, The
Garden of the Qu Family stands as a testament to the
spirit and resilience of ordinary people. It continues Ye's
legacy of penning a modern “Biography of Nanjing”. By
skillfully weaving historical accounts with personal
anecdotes, Ye crafts a novel that stirs collective memories
and resonates emotionally with Chinese readers. This
novel is an insightful exploration that offers a profound
understanding of China and its people over the last 70
years.

Ye Zhaoyan (HJE=) was born, grew up and lives in Nanjing, and is one
of the most important contemporary Chinese writers. As the grandson of
Ye Shengtao, one of the most renowned Chinese writers of the early 20th
century and a leading figure in the May Fourth literary movement, and
the son of Ye Zhicheng, an important playwright, and Yao Cheng, a
famous Wuxi opera actress, Ye Zhaoyan always feels a responsibility to
connect the contemporary era with the early Republican period. The
ways in which he makes the connection are interesting—in his writings:

he disguises within a style of popular appeal, serious and critical
reflections upon the relationship between history, memory, family and
love. He has won many awards for his writing and has published essays
as well as fiction.




Road to Fatherhood
THAEALE 2 %

“The road to fatherhood is too long, Zhang Zuo found
that he had never really walked into his father Zhang
Xiyi's life.”

The return to Ye Zhaoyan's original intention of writing
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171 pages, 52,800 Chinese characters : Ts‘m % i % g {I: % i__
English synopsis and translation available ff?gi’&' ;g ’g’i o 7
Rights sold: English ﬁ 2 =

Not long after Zhang Zuo was born into a Chinese intellectual family, his parents separated due
to discord. He was raised by his maternal grandparents since childhood, and was emotionally
alienated from his father Zhang Xiyi. Nevertheless, as time passed by, along with Zhang Xiyi
becoming famous and successful in his career in later years, Zhang Zuo felt that he was getting
closer to his father Zhang Xiyi. Zhang Zuo, Zhang Xiyi, and maternal grandfather Wei Ren are
three generations of fathers and sons, with bonds of blood mixed with estrangement.

“Father”, is a succession of flesh, or an inheritance of spirit? Thus, a question was raised in this
book, “What exactly did we encounter on the road to becoming a father?”

The Road to Fatherhoodis Ye Zhaoyan's new work. It is his return to his original intention of
writing. Ye Zhaoyan was born into a prestigious, intellectual family, and famous writers in
contemporary Chinese literature history are all frequent visitors to his home. His ancestors
and parents' particular experiences of history also made him cast a lasting observation on the
fate of several generations of intellectuals in China in the 20th century. As a writer, Ye Zhaoyan
has written millions of words; but as a son, he has never faced the theme of fathers and sons in
his works.

With more than 60 years of life experience, he directly faced, eulogized, and reflected on the
life of his father and ancestors for the first time. “History seems to have been written long ago
that later generations are destined to be inferior to the previous ones, and we, the unworthy
descendants, seem to be unable to surpass our fathers.” In this book, he unburdened himself
and wrote bluntly, “This is a book I've always wanted to write,” which reveals a literary journey
to explore the relationship between father and son.




Short Story Collection

A Mass of Solid Ice
— vk

352 pages, 202,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Korean

Following Ban Yu and Shuang Xuetao, the "Northeast
Renaissance" wave continues with this relay writing.

* The 2023 Blancpain-Imaginist Literary Prize

* Nine stories from the Northeast, narrating the
human coldness in the icy and snowy wilderness

+ The story "Water Overflows Blue Bridge" in the book
won the 2021 People's Literature Award for New
Writers

A Mass of Solid Ice1is a collection of short stories by the
young writer Yang Zhihan, a successor of the
“Northeast Renaissance” wave, focusing on the
seemingly disordered yet self-contained lives of the
grassroots: a schoolgirl hiding in a Buddhist temple, a
down-and-out actor waiting for his partner, an animal
trainer parting with a tiger, a female teacher lingering
in an internet cafe...

Stories provide a good place to hide. These nine stories
from the Northeast feature numerous individuals
navigating the harshness of the human world. Each
story, set against the backdrop of a cold world, reveals
the inherent harshness of the human world.

People are like a massive solid ice; who can truly hide a
spark within?

In contrast to Ban Yu and Shuang Xuetao, Yang's female
perspective enables her to capture the subtle emotions
of characters with greater delicacy.

Yang Zhihan (% %1 2£) , born in 1994, has an extensive literary
background, transitioning from online literature to “pure literature”
writing and has already shown her prowess: her stories have been
published in prestigious journals such as People's Literature, Flower City,
and Shanghai Literature; she has received awards including the Xiao Hong
Young Writer's Award, the Douban Reading Writing Contest Best Character
Award, and the “Zhongshan Star” Annual Young Masterpiece Award; her

works have been selected for the China Fiction Society's annual fiction
rankings and the China City Literature annual list.




Short Story Collection

Love at the Snow Mountain and

other stories
T2

“There is always a route in the vast and boundless snowfield,
leading to the snow-capped mountains and the hearts of the
people.”

. A unique literary landscape of stories based on the
geography and faith in the northwest China

. Recommended by world famous Chinese authors Yu Hua
and Yan Lianke

314 pages, 165,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Korean

This collection of seven short stories unfolds in the northwest of China, where the snowy
plateau and the interwoven culture of secular life and belief nurture subtle emotions of love
and pain. The stories capture the simplicity and solemnity of life with a delicate, frost-like
touch. With poignant and beautiful words, Ding Yan conveys the indescribable pain and
entanglements that reside in the human hearts. She also illuminates the precious qualities of
benevolence, righteousness, faith, loyalty and equality—values that transcend individuals and
era, and are deeply rooted in the bloodline of the diverse ethnic groups within this nation.

In ‘Burning Hearts in the Mundane World', a young Buddhist nun embarks on a journey to find
her father and falls into the chaotic world. Can love and hate, responsibility and redemption,
choices and entanglements truly transcend?

‘Love at the Snow Mountain' explores the intricate bond between a beloved son of a wealthy
Muslim family and a poor Tibetan woman. Due to a life price agreement caused by a fire, they
developed a suppressed and restrained affection through daily interactions. However, the
cultural divide that cannot be bridged presents an obstacle even more daunting than that faced
by Romeo and Juliet.

In ‘Waiting for the UFO', a young man and a young woman, who regularly meet at the
psychologist's office, decided to wait together for the UFO. In ‘An Indispensable Ingredient of
Authentic Beef Noodles', a chef from the northwest China travels to Shenzhen, a metropolis
with only one mosque and no authentic noodle restaurant. There, he meets a lonely young
woman who shares same belifes. In Zaket', two sisters accommodate a distant cousin from the
countryside.

Ding Yan (] @) , born in 1990 in Gansu, a province in northwest
China, has published multiple works in literary magazines such as
Flower City, Shanghai Literature, Zhong Shan, etc. Though a new comer
in the literary circle, she has been well recognized by critics and readers.
She is winner of “Zhong Shan Literary Magazine Best Young Writer 2019”,
Dunhuang Literature Award, “Flower City Literature Award Best Short

Story 2023”. She now lives in Gansu, writing about the love and life of
ordinary Chinese people.




Affirmative Fire
HRERK

Set against the backdrop of contemporary China, these
stories capture the subtle yet profound emotions that
define the human journey.

HEZER
IBEEERED

* A collection of three novellas that delve into the intricate
tapestry of female experiences, relationships, and
personal growth
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Shadows precede the flames, being cast out precedes freedom,
and a life like dust precedes compassion or oblivion. Guo
Shuang's vivid writing captures the most fundamental contours
of our era.

—— Ge Fei

280 pages, 133,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

This collection features three novellas that chart a woman's journey from adolescence to self-
awakening and a writing career, resonating deeply with readers and allowing them to reflect
on their own lives and ideals.

‘Arch Pig' was awarded the first prize of the “Chinese-speaking World Film Novel Award” in
2017. Written from a teenage girl's perspective, it captures the intricate dynamics between a
mother and daughter—depicting their struggles, conflicts, compromises, and eventual
reconciliation, and highlighting an inseparable bond.

‘Bougainvillea' is set in a residential compound built in the 1990s, focusing on two families who
have known each other for over 30 years. The story weaves through the lives of two sets of
parents and their daughters, whose fates intersect in various ways over time, much like the
flourishing bougainvillea in the compound.

‘Burning Painted Skin' explores the friendship and mutual pursuit between female writers
across different generations. The story transcends age barriers, showing how deep emotional
connections between the younger and older generations can overcome the obstacles of time
and illness. The profound and sincere emotions portrayed break through the limitations of
written words.

Guo Shuang (5[ 3&€) is a notable Chinese writer born in 1984 in Guizhou.
She is a member of the China Writers Association. Guo began publishing in
the early 2000s and has released several acclaimed works, including the
novella collections Stepping into the Light at Noon and Affirmative Fire.
Her writing often focuses on female experiences and personal growth,
blending sensitivity with modern storytelling. Guo has won awards such as

the Chinese-speaking World Film Novel Award and her works have been
featured in prominent literary journals.




River Song
ST 74

In the summer of 1998, in a verdant river valley of
southern China, two teenage boys—Lian Siqi, a gifted
math prodigy fixated on patterns and systems, and Xi De,
his fiercely loyal yet restless friend—decide to run away
from home. Their youthful rebellion ends in tragedy,
leaving behind a secret that will shadow them across the
years. Siqi drifts from one frontier to another—working
odd jobs, coding, laboring in chip factories, gambling—
haunted by memory and his unspoken guilt.

Years later, fate reunites the two friends in a daring
venture to build a cryptocurrency mining empire, an act
that will briefly shake the digital order before they
suddenly disappear at the peak of their success. Their
vanishing is not an escape, but a confrontation—with the
trauma of the past, the fragility of reason, and the
enduring human need for connection in an age of
algorithms.

Elegiac and visionary, River Song echoes the emotional
terrain of Norwegian Wood, The Catcher in the Rye, and
the cerebral tension of DeLillo’s tech parables. Yet it
remains unmistakably its own—rooted in contemporary
Chinese life, from remote riverbanks to the humming
heart of blockchain labs. Guo Shuang’s novel is both an
intimate elegy for lost youth and a profound meditation
on love, loss, and the search for meaning in the coded
patterns of modern existence.

For readers of Haruki Murakami, Kazuo Ishiguro, and Ted
Chiang, River Song offers a remarkable fusion of
emotional depth and intellectual ambition—a story that
speaks across languages and borders, to the universal
yearning to come home to oneself.
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280 pages, 133,000 Chinese characters
World rights available
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Short Story Collection

Stories from Elsewhere
oM AR

+ From China’s top literary talent and a major award-winner
(Mao Dun Prize)

* Blends realism and magical realism with myth, folklore,
and philosophical inquiry

» Features 10 international stories set in 10 countries, based
on real travel and long-term literary engagement

* A unique Chinese voice engaging directly with global
themes: identity, cultural collision, longing, and the
supernatural

EARAEA, ERGHEEANEEENL. " B i 3 P
Emie
HEHMPN IR, 1000 < 10BN < 1SETE 21 E E E i
el i E 252 pages, 129,000 Chinese characters
amEn wk m= smum.+  World rights available

From South America to Eastern Europe, from India to Germany, The Maya Mask is a bold,
border-crossing collection of stories about memory, displacement, and the enduring strangeness
of being human in unfamiliar places.

Written over the span of fifteen years by Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author Xu Zechen,
this collection features ten finely-crafted short stories set in countries across five continents—
including Mexico, Chile, the United States, Colombia, Belarus, Germany, India, and Uruguay.
Together, they form a nuanced and resonant portrait of the modern world through the eyes of
Chinese travelers, migrants, scholars, and wanderers.

Ranging from the deeply personal to the broadly political, these stories reveal how identity can
blur and fragment in the space between languages, nations, and selves. With quiet power and
gentle irony, Xu captures the feeling of being at once far from home and deeply entangled with it.

Xu Zechen (%M E) is one of the most acclaimed voices in
contemporary Chinese literature. A recipient of the Mao Dun Literature
Prize—China's highest national award for fiction—he is best known for
his novels Running Through Beijing and Jerusalem (both translated
into English and other languages). His work has appeared in Granta,
Words Without Borders, and leading Chinese literary journals such as
October and People's Literature.

Xu's fiction is widely praised for its humanism, formal clarity, and
subtle engagement with questions of place, displacement, and personal
history. He has taught and held residencies in multiple countries and is
uniquely attuned to the emotional complexities of cultural translation.




Short Stories - Mystery

NO TIME TO DIE
ToHE St

“T am not here to testify. I am the evidence.”

e TTE

NO TIME TO DIEis a gripping collection of suspenseful novellas and
short stories by He Rong Lu, the top-rated mystery writer on Zhihu
(China’s leading Q&A and storytelling platform). With a 9.9/10 rating
from tens of thousands of readers, these stories go beyond simple
crime-solving. They explore the fragile boundary between love and
fear, silent sacrifices, and the hidden strength of women. While the
setting is China, the themes of justice, family trauma, and female
resilience are global. Cover.comingsoon

Known for her "short, sharp, and chilling" narrative style, she explores
the darkest corners of human nature through the lens of modern social
issues. As a female author born in 1996, she focuses on the emotional
aftermath of female characters. Whether it is a mother protecting a 100,000 Chinese characters
dark secret, or a woman risking her life to find her missing boyfriend, World rights available
the female characters are the heart and soul of this book. From a

lawyer fighting a "lost cause" death penalty case to a writer whose

stories are too realistic for comfort, each piece is a masterclass in

tension, pacing, and psychological depth.

Featured Stories

No Time to Die (Film rights sold)

A death penalty case is nearly closed. A mysterious woman appears. She calls herself "the
evidence." As Lawyer Lu digs into a long-forgotten firework factory explosion and a mother’s
buried secrets, he uncovers a tale of feminine resilience and cold-blooded revenge.

Don’t Cut the Spider’s Silk

A young police officer returns from a mountain mission and loses his mind. He quits his job and
leaves only one cryptic warning for his girlfriend: "Don't cut the spider's silk." Her search for the
truth leads her into a labyrinth where the line between protector and predator blurs.

The Scapegoat

"I" am a mystery writer. Years ago, I told my wife a story. The story was so realistic and terrifying
that she called the police that same night. Was it just fiction, or a confession of a real crime? This
meta-fiction piece challenges the reader to find the truth behind the words.

He Rong Lu (#Zf@}"), born in 1996, is a rising star in Chinese literature. She
has won the 2024 Chinese Web Literature Influence Award (Newcomer).
Her debut book, The Eve of Murder, established her as a master of
psychological tension. With a sharp eye for psychological nuance and a gift
for atmospheric world-building, she has become the leading voice for a
new generation of suspense readers in China.

The author’s background in online storytelling platform develops a lean,
dialogue-driven, and perfect pace for modern readers who crave immediate
engagement. Multiple stories are being adapted into film and TV series.
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Sci-fi Short Story Collection

Mercury in Retrograde
KB HAT

A young woman's life spirals when the planets go out of
alignment—and so does her mind.

A genre-bending, emotionally raw novel that blends
psychological suspense, dark humor, and astrological
chaos.

+ Unflinching Female Perspective: A powerful voice that
doesn't ask for pity, but demands to be seen.

+ Formal Innovation: Uses fragmentation, repetition,
and epistolary elements to mimic the internal logic of
mental disruption.

* Genre-defying: Somewhere between Ottessa Moshfegh,
Sayaka Murata, and Ling Ma—with an astrological twist.

354 pages, 203,000 Chinese characters Astrology & Alienation: Engages with popular
World rights available metaphysical beliefs to examine the search for
meaning in urban isolation.

This collection features six imaginative sci-fi stories that break free from traditional genre
boundaries. Drawing on ancient traditions, dragon totems, and tattooing customs,
Shuangchimu shows that the future is shaped not only by technology but also by humanity's
forgotten past.

In the titular story "Mercury Retrograde," she explores a binary star system where Jupiter
becomes a star, crafting a profound cosmic narrative. Other stories like "The Mao Ying Rabbit
and the Library of Bai Mu University" and "A Paper on 'Tattooing™ blend science with cultural
elements, creating a unique fusion of science and the humanities.

Shuangchimu's concise yet vivid writing brings complex scientific ideas to life, even for
general readers. Featuring female scientists as narrators, her stories spotlight women's voices
in the technological era. Mercury Retrograde offers a thought-provoking journey into the
future, rooted in the cultural legacy of the past.

Shuangchimu (X3# H) | a promising young Chinese science fiction
author, holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Renmin University of China.
She has won the first prize in the science fiction category of the 4th
Douban Reading Short Story Competition, and the "Xiaoya Award" for
Best Author. Her works have been published in renowned magazines
such as "Science Fiction World", "Story Monthly", and "Science Fiction
Cube". She has also collaborated with Finnish-American director Ika to

create bilingual scripts. Currently, she is preparing a long science fiction
novel.




Dream Builders:
Future Visions from China

BRI

Eleven of China's top sci-fi writers envision futures shaped
by new energy, Al, deep space — and an imagination rooted
in ancient wisdom.

* A robot engages in a Socratic dialogue about
consciousness — until the stars fall silent.

* A new energy source triggers a civilizational leap... or
collapse.

* An ancient melody is used to decode interstellar signals.

+ Survivors on a space ark revert to ritual worship of
machines and myth.

* Inasubmerged virtual city, time flows backward — and
memory is currency.

HEEEBHMEE

Dream Builders brings together 11 award-winning and
emerging voices in Chinese science fiction to imagine how
cutting-edge technology, cultural memory, and collective 386 pages, 286,000 Chinese characters
imagination might shape the world to come. Inspired by a World rights available
real-life visit to the global headquarters of BYD (a leading

Chinese EV and tech company), each story responds to the

theme “Dream Builders” — not with techno-fetishism, but

with speculative depth, philosophical elegance, and a

distinctly Chinese sensibility.

From nano-oceans to Al poets, from Martian storms to
virtual cities, these stories resonate across the cosmos and
build a sweeping speculative map of how humanity might
live, thrive, or falter in the centuries to come.

About the Project

This anthology is the result of a creative collaboration between the Future Affairs
Administration — China’s most influential science fiction incubator — and BYD. Authors
visited BYD’s innovation labs and factories before composing stories that reflect both
technological possibility and cultural introspection. The result is a multi-perspective, multi-
world response to what it means to “build the future” in China and beyond.

Lead Authors

Wanxiang Fengnian - Galaxy and Xingyun award-winning author known for emotional depth and
world-building.

Ling Chen - Veteran sci-fi writer and science communicator, with multiple major awards.

Su Wanwen - Emerging voice in speculative fiction, also an independent musician.

Yang Ping - Tsinghua-educated, ex-journalist, acclaimed for techno-political thrillers.
Qi Ran - Medical researcher turned award-winning sci-fi writer.
Wang Jinkang - Foreword author; foundational figure in Chinese SF.




Sci-fi Short Story Collection

The Wandering Age of Robots
Hlas N\ 7 Jir AR

"A robotic Arabian Nights — where myths of metal echo with human longing."
— Liu Cixin, Hugo Award-winning author of The Three-Body Problem

A mesmerizing blend of fable, philosophy, and future myth
from one of China’s most imaginative sci-fi poets.

In The Wandering Age of Robots, literary science fiction meets
allegorical storytelling in five exquisite short stories from Fei
Dao — author, professor, and one of China’s most critically
acclaimed speculative writers. With the elegance of Calvino, the
sadness of Asimov, and the metaphysical sharpness of Borges,
these tales take us to planets abandoned by humans, cities
erased from maps, and robots caught in existential loops.

Each story is both dreamlike and devastating:

* Alegion of immortal robots embarks on a quest to find
death — for only by understanding death can they truly live.

* A giant roams a planet of ruins, searching for the meaning of

survival.
240 pages, 122,000 Chinese characters

World rights available * A robot storyteller surpasses all human writers, but fails to

compute which of two endings holds more truth — his eyes
go dim, and the palace remains silent.

+ Elsewhere, post-apocalyptic humans regress to myth and
ritual, worshipping androids and alien visitors like gods.

» This is science fiction reimagined as digital folklore — stories
that orbit vast themes of mortality, memory, and meaning,
wrapped in poetic, almost painterly prose.

Fei Dao ("§7T) is a Chinese science fiction writer, scholar, and professor of
Chinese literature at Tsinghua University. He holds a Ph.D. in Literature and
is known for blending speculative fiction with literary elegance and
philosophical depth.

He is the author of Chinese Sci-Fi Blockbuster, The Long Road to Death, and

has won the Chinese Nebula Award and the Galaxy Award. His works have
appeared in English, Japanese, and Italian translations.




Sci-fi Short Story Collection

Visiting the Stars
A Journey Through Chinese Sci-Fi and Space Exploration

B2 R

Multiple stories in the collection have received prestigious honors

both in China and internationally, including:

On the Brink

*  Winner of the 34th Galaxy Awards for Best Short Story

+  Finalist for the 2023 Hugo Award for Best Short Story

The Language of Weightlessness

*  Gold Award for Best Medium-length Story at the 15th Chinese Nebula Awards

*  Winner of the Best Medium-length Sci-fi Literature Award at the 1st Macao
International Science Fiction Awards

Our Martians

*  Winner of the Best Medium-length Sci-fi Story at the 2nd Planet Sci-fi Awards

+  Silver Award for Best Medium-length Story at the 15th Chinese Nebula Awards

The Wind Over Guanghan Moon

» Silver Award for Best Short Story at the 15th Chinese Nebula Awards

449 pages, 328,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: English

Visiting the Starsis a landmark anthology that brings together eleven of China's leading
science fiction writers—each of whom was invited to visit the country's space station research
center and engage in face-to-face conversations with real-life scientists and astronauts.

These dialogues between imagination and technology gave birth to eleven captivating stories
that transcend conventional sci-fi tropes. Instead of focusing on post-apocalyptic Earth-
bound narratives, the collection highlights humanity's cooperative spirit, scientific curiosity,
and interstellar ambition—often through the lens of China's Tiangong Space Station.

Among them is the Hugo-nominated story When Fate Hung by a Thread by multi-award-
winning author Jiang Bo. In this gripping tale, Chinese astronauts use nanowire technology to
save their American counterparts trapped in a damaged international space station after a
collision with a rogue celestial object. The story envisions a moment of global unity in space—
where politics are suspended in favor of survival and mutual respect.

From hard science to speculative wonder, from intimate human struggles to planetary-scale
stakes, this anthology is a powerful testament to the rising voice of Chinese science fiction on
the world stage. Visiting the Stars will resonate with readers fascinated by the future of space
exploration, and inspire a new generation to look up—not in fear, but in hope.

Jiang Bo (7Lii ), one of the representative writers of "hard science fiction" in China. He has published
over 60 short and medium-length stories, as well as 7 novels. His works have repeatedly won
theChinese Science Fiction Galaxy Awards and the Xingyun Awards for Global Chinese Science Fiction.

Bao Shu ( =E#¥), science fiction writer and translator, a member of the Science Fiction Literature
Committec of the china writers Association, and a scholar at the Peking University Berggruen Institute.

He haspublished five novels and about one milion words in short and medium-length works, as well as
severalcollections, many of which have been translated and published in Einglish, Japanese, Italian,
German, and other languages. He has repeatedly won Chinese Galaxy Awards and Nebula Awards.




Knot of Life and Death
HAE 4,

A profound and genuine portrayal of women's experiences
in contemporary China.

Amidst the interplay of tradition and modernity, these
stories capture the struggles, resilience, and unyielding
spirit of women facing societal and personal adversities with
a delicate yet powerful touch.

WIBKREN | G S22 R iR e BE b
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AR Pkl 332 pages, 192,000 Chinese characters
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Five ordinary Chinese women's stories unfold in this collection of novellas, each revealing
their resilience and strength in the face of adversity.

One woman navigates relentless workplace ostracism while supporting her daughter,
embodying unwavering determination. Another endures the loss of her family and embarks
on a grueling journey to rescue her sister from a posthumous marriage, showcasing
indomitable spirit. A middle-aged woman leaves her husband and mother's control, seeking
self-discovery and liberation amidst societal pressures. Generational conflicts within a family
highlight the tension between tradition and modern aspirations, as characters grapple with
their past and future. Lastly, a woman from a humble background tirelessly supports her
family, highlighting the challenges and strength of women in similar circumstances.

With poignant and evocative words, the author conveys the profound pain and entanglements
that reside in the human heart. She also illuminates the precious qualities of resilience,
courage, and determination—values that transcend individuals and eras, and are deeply
rooted in the spirit of Chinese women. These stories resonate universally, addressing global
issues such as gender inequality, personal freedom, and societal expectations.

Yin Xueyun (F3%=) is a distinguished Chinese writer born in 1964 in
Tianjin. She is the chairperson of the Tianjin Writers Association and a
member of the China Writers Association. Yin began writing in the late
1980s and has published over three million words across various genres.
Her notable works include Slowly Disappearing Rural Words, Cai Gen Yao,
Years of Dust, and novella collections like My Uncle Li Hai and Penicillin.
Her writing deeply explores rural life and social change in contemporary
China, blending traditional aesthetics with modern storytelling. Yin has
received prestigious awards such as the Lu Xun Literary Prize and the Lin
Yutang Literary Award, and her works have been translated into multiple
languages.
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Folk Ballad
B 1

+ Best Novel of 2020, by Harvest literary bimonthly
+ The calligraphy of the title is inscribed by Mo Yan, winner of Nobel Prize for Literature in 2012

Folk Ballad is not only a Bildungsroman of a
countryside teenager, but also a record of a
village’s development in transitional decades,
as well as the self-renewal journey of the
Chinese nation.

Dating back to 1972, the story centers on a
fourteen-year-old boy Wang Houping who
grows up in a poetic waterside town north of
the Yangtze River. He tries to understand what
is happening in the village and the complicated
mindset of adults from different walks of
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life. He admires the revolutionary course of BRENEA
his maternal grandparents’ family, and also mgﬁldm;tﬁggﬁﬂ g
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attaches deep emotion to the family story of his
paternal grandparents who lived in this town
since ages ago. The two families represent
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traditions, virtues, emotional patterns and 344 pages, 160, 000 Chinese characters

orders of China’s rural area. Meanwhile, at Rights sold: Turkish, Kazakh

the time of China’s culture, political and social

transition, Wang Houping also witnesses both Folk Ballad rebuilds the start point of novel

his peer’s cheerful yet frustrated daily life and writing, therefore opens a new frontier of literary

how progressive youth try to realize the dream creation. Its significance to today’s literature

to innovate local agriculture, develop modern world is just like the modern pyramid at the

industry and endeavor for a life of free will. Louvre designed by I.M. Pei, which is both the
entrance into tradition and the exit towards

Folk Ballad was remarked as “working on the modernity. Everyone who comes in or out from

the gateway will probably wait there and admire
it for a while.
—Yan Lianke, renowned Chinese writer

edges of history, memoir, essay and fiction”,
and breaking the boundary between fiction
and non-fiction.

ang Yao ( 7% ) is a Chinese writer and critic, professor of School of Chinese
Language and Literature of Soochow University, and distinguished
professor of the Chang Jiang Scholars Program. He has won the Literary Critics
Award of the 7" Lu Xun Literature Prize, and Chinese Literature Media Awards.
He has published a variety of academic works and collections of essays such as
The Eighties of A Person and Intellectuals on Paper. He is also a columnist on many

journals including Southern Weekly, Reading, Harvest, Zhongshan, etc.




Short Story Collection

The Bird Saw Me
5, BREKT

"What if the world stops making sense—but keeps watching you?"

In The Bird Saw Me, one of China's most acclaimed literary
provocateurs returns with a chilling collection of dark tales
that probe the cracks in human logic, morality, and
perception.

A stranger steps off a train into a sleepy town and, with
nothing but a small knife, murders six people in two hours—
and is released without charge. A bus explosion leaves
twenty people dead, their remains too mangled to identify,
and the prime suspect may already be dead—or never existed
at all. A man traps birds because, he says, “the bird saw me.”
But what did it see?

Across parallel realities, ambiguous crimes, and strange
disappearances, A Yi constructs an unnerving literary
landscape where violence simmers beneath the banal, and
the absurd bleeds into the real. In one story, a rural P.E.
teacher vanishes into the mountains, later claiming to have
heard Bach echoing through the trees. In another, a young

352 pages, 202,000 Chinese characters police officer stares into the charred ruins of a bombed-out
Rights sold: Korean bus and begins to question the very structure of cause and
consequence.

Rendered in prose that is at once elegant, brutal, and
hallucinatory, The Bird Saw Me exposes the instability of
meaning in a world where the rules no longer hold—and
where even the act of being seen can become a death
sentence.

A Yi (fJZ) is one of the most respected and stylistically
uncompromising voices in contemporary Chinese fiction. A former
police officer turned novelist, he is best known for A Perfect Crime
(translated by Anna Holmwood, Oneworld), which was shortlisted
for the Crime Writers' Association Dagger Award and received
critical acclaim in English and European markets.

A Yi's stories are often compared to the works of Kafka, Camus, and

Dostoevsky—cold, cerebral, and morally ambiguous. He writes with
1 . 0.0 " P s :
7771 what Chinese critics call “the precision of a knife” : restrained,
. intense, and unflinching.




A Swindler in the South
ok 2 v 7

+ Probing the complicated human dimensions through 13 cases of fraud

+ A realistic depiction of the daily lives of the Chinese middle and lower classes

This latest collection of short stories and
novellas by China’s rising-star writer A Yi,
contains a total of 13 realistic yet outlandish
tales of the strange.

The titular novella, A Swindler in the South,
depicts the fraud perpetrated upon a
southern town by a swindler pretending to
be a merchant from Taiwan. After stripping
the city of its total wealth, the fraudster
escapes unscathed and returns to live among
the deceived. The Boy Who Wanted to Be a
Magician is the tale of a boy who longs to learn ,
magic and becomes the disciple of a master ———— @ ;E ! ﬁ
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magician, only to be ruthlessly exploited. The BRNAEE—1NANS, EARTRS

Dregs is the story of a young man who, with the st jj- EIJ i %
aid of a magical contraption, transmits his life W O

force to his girlfriend so that she may remain = REZE eneats
eternally young, and loses his own life in the R B EAuREAARS
process. Rage draws inspiration from Homer'’s

epics, but the heroes and gods of those tales
are replaced by problem students, and rather
than the Trojan War, the central conflict of
the tale is a scuffle among students in a small-
town middle school.
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278 pages, 126,000 Chinese characters
World rights available

In probing the complex, universal humanity of these hoaxes and frauds, the work depicts
with exquisite realism the Chinese middle and lower classes and the daily lives of people in
small cities and towns, presenting a plethora of minutely detailed observations of the lives of
ordinary folk which always seem to be taking bizarre turns. The tales are brief, yet brimming
with appeal.




Wake Me Up At 9 AM
LN S =N LN L E S

325 pages, 201,000 Chinese characters

The title comes from a Borges interview, in
which Borges planned to write a short story
entitled Wake Me Up At 9 AM but actually
never did. A Yi borrowed this title. In A Yi’s
story, looped in the night of his birthday,
Hong Yang asks his wife Jin Yan to wake him
up at 9 AM the next morning, but he never
wakes up again.

The book recalls how Hong Yang, an illiterate
who has been simply considered as an
outlaw, becomes well known in town by
taking advantage of his violent and necessary
schemes, with the narrative of a hurried
and perfunctory funeral. Love, belief,
brotherhood and affection have nothing to
do with him. The novel makes a scroll-type
portrayal of the vanishing village and people
living in the village by virtue of him.

Rights sold: English, Italian, Korean, German, Russian, Indonesian, Vietnamese, Spanish,

Mongolian, Ukrainian, and Swedish
English manuscript available

Writing at the margins of Chinese society and literature, A Yi’s fiction draws heavily
on his experiences as a rural policeman, layering onto this mundane foundation a
cutting humor, bizarre narrative twists, and an unnervingly cruel take on human desire

and violence.

—Los Angeles Times

One of the most talked about writers of fiction in China.... his work as a policeman — a
career that constantly exposed him to the country’s grubby underworld. In this way, the
book calls to mind 19th-century French Modernists like Baudelaire and Rimbaud who
shared a profound disgust for their society’s conventional values.

—Howard French in The Wall Street Journal




A Perfect Crime
N, iz TEEAA

A chilling literary thriller about a motiveless
murder in provincial China

On a normal day in provincial China, a
teenager goes about his regular business, but
he’s also planning the brutal murder of his
only friend. He lures her over, strangles her,

wFS
i% i
E

] - . ﬂl;
stuffs her body into the washing machine and o
flees town, whereupon a perilous game of cat- e 'f}[
and-mouse begins. 4 A

A shocking investigation into the despair that
traps the rural poor as well as a technically
brilliant excursion into the claustrophobic
realm of classic horror and suspense, A
Perfect Crime is a thrilling and stylish novel
about a motiveless murder that echoes
Kafka’s absurdism, Camus’ nihilism and
Dostoyevsky’s depravity. With exceptional
tonal control, A Yi steadily reveals the
psychological backstory that enables us to
make sense of the story’s dramatic violence
and provides chillingly apt insights into a 173 pages, 60,000 Chinese characters
country on the cusp of enormous social, Rights sold: English, French, Swedish, Italian,
political and economic change. Spanish, Arabic, Burmese, Serbian

Doused in blood and gushing with ethical conundrums, A Yi’s A Perfect Crime is a disconcerting medley of
misanthropy, escapism, and media monstrosities. Woven from tales garnered in the author’s previous career in
law enforcement, Yi’s psychological insights are frequently bookended by realistic renditions of urban China’s legal
processes. Where Anthony Burgess sought to conjure a world of abstract flair and inexplicable cruelty in A Clockwork
Orange, Yi strikes a far deeper chord, delving into the mind of a youth whose lethal motivations are abundantly and
undeniably troubling.

— World Literature Today

Achieves something we haven’t seen in Chinese fiction for a while - a refreshingly non-verbose, verb-driven, first-

person narrative of taut tension...[the] writing is pared back, short, driven by pace, and very to the point...a

rollercoaster read, so grip the seat, hang on, and be prepared only to relax when you've got to the end of the ride.
—Los Angeles Review of Books

Tightly crafted...less a traditional catch-him-if-you-can crime caper and more a psychological probe into a
pathological mind.
— Wall Street Journal




581 pages, 320,000 Chinese characters
Rights sold: Serbian, Turkish, Kazakh, Persian
English translation available

































































































































































































