The 16th Zhouzhuang Tourism Festival
I. Opening Ceremony 
Time: 19:30, April 22.
Venue: Water area around the North Gate Bridge of Zhouzhuang.
Content:
There have been 15 sessions of the Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival since its inception in 1996. The 14th Tourism Festival in 2009 was held at the riverside of Loujiang River, Kunshan City. In 2010, the opening ceremony of the Tourism Festival was held at the Shanghai Expo. This year, it will join hands with Kunshan again and hold an opening ceremony party featuring both the ancient traditions and modern fashions of a Chinese water town. The opening ceremony will be held in the water area between the ancient stage and the North Gate Bridge and the neighboring area. The overall design of the stage will make full use of the town’s unique water and scenery to fully showcase the serenity, elegance, vigor, and trendiness of this magnificent water-based community.
II. The 4th "Forum on the Preservation & Development of Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang)"
Time: April 22—24.
Venue: Zhouzhuang Boat
Content:
The 4th Forum on the Preservation & Development of the Ancient Town of Zhouzhuang is an academic forum sponsored and supported by the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development of the PRC and the China Committee of UNESCO, and organized by the Zhouzhuang Township Government. This forum will have the theme of "Preservation for the Development & Innovation to Lead the Future" and explore the road to further strategic, economic, and social development of the ancient town by gathering intellectual forces in political, commercial, and academic fields.
There have been three Forums on the Preservation & Development of the Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang) in the past three years. These forums have achieved fruitful results. A “Zhouzhuang Declaration,” focusing on the in-depth preservation and development trends of Zhouzhuang was issued and a standing organization was established at the first forum. A number of reasonable proposals on the further preservation and development of the ancient town in this new context were put forward at the 2nd Forum, which has upgraded the preservation and development of ancient towns in China. The 3rd Forum focused on the "Preservation and Development of Famous Historic and Cultural Chinese Towns" and explored important topics such as "the preservation and reasonable development of ancient towns in the current economic context" and "Progress of the Preservation of Famous Historic and Cultural Towns.” The forum has enhanced the preservation and development of Zhouzhuang and other ancient towns in China.
III. Zhouzhuang· Modern Sky Folk Song Festival 
Time: April 23—24
Venue: Zhouzhuang
Content:
As an important activity of the 16th Tourism Festival, the Zhouzhuang Modern Sky Folk Song Festival is a get-together of many famous folk singers and contemporary poets. It will be the most significant cultural event of this spring. There will be 3 phases in this festival: the main phase, the folk song phase, and the poetry phase, a perfect integration of folk songs and poetry.
IV. The 1st "Zhouzhuang Cup" Cross-strait Chess Championship 
Time: April 26—28
Venue: Zhouzhuang Boat
Content:
To further promote massive sport activities, create a national sport event brand, and enhance the brand awareness of Zhouzhuang and its cultural exchanges with the rest of China, the first “Zhouzhuang Cup” a Cross-strait Chess Championship sponsored by the Chess & Board Games Administration of the General Administration of Sports in China, Jiangsu Sport Administration, and Kunshan People's Government, organized by Jiangsu Chess & Board Games Administration, Jiangsu International Cultural Exchange Center, Kunshan Sport Administration, and Zhouzhuang People's Government, and co-organized by Jiangsu Chess Association, Taiwai Affairs Office of Kunshan, Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office of Kunshan Municipal Political Consultative Conference, and Kunshan Chess Association, will be held from April 26 to 28 at Zhouzhuang Boat, which will be an important platform for exchanges and cooperation in sports between mainland China and Taiwan.
"Chess Competition Regulations" formulated by the Asian Chess Federation and 9-round score-accumulation system will be implemented at this competition. More than 40 athletes from the Chinese mainland and Taiwan will take part in the competition. Their rankings will be based on their accumulated scores. The champion will win 60,000 RMB, the runner-up 40,000 RMB, the third place winner 30,000 RMB, followed by 20,000 RMB, 10,000 RMB, 8,000 RMB, 5,000 RMB, 3,000 RMB for the winners of the 4th to the 8th place, respectively, and 1,000 RMB for winners of the 9th to the 16th places.
V. "Zhouzhuang Night Painting" Art & Photography Competition
Invitation for Art & Photography Works
Zhouzhuang, the first water town in China, is an outstanding example of water towns in the area south of the Yangtze River. It is one of the 5A tourist attractions approved by the state government. To fully showcase its scenery, customs, and tourist attractions, promote the development of night tour programs, enrich the experience of travel to Zhouzhuang, and make it into a major leisure tour destination, a national art and photography competition on the theme of "Zhouzhuang Night Paintings" will be launched.
I. Organizational Structure:
Sponsored by: Jiangsu Provincial Federation of Literary & Art Circles
Kunshan Federation of Literary & Art Circles
Zhouzhuang People's Government
Organized by: Kunshan Artists Association
Kunshan Photographers Association
Zhouzhuang Federation of Literary & Art Circles
II. Contents
All art and photography works on "Zhouzhuang at night,” including those depicting its scenery, customs, tourist attractions and cultural activities, are eligible for the competition.
III. Participants 
All Chinese citizens interested in art and photography (including those from Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan).
IV. Prizes
There is one 10,000 RMB first prize for art and photography, three 5,000 RMB second prizes, and six 2,000 RMB third prizes.
There are also 30 Excellence Awards for art and photography, for which the prize is a "Zhouzhuang Night Tour" family ticket package, with which a family (less than 5 people) can enjoy a free tour of Zhouzhuang 4 times in a year (valid for one year from the date of receiving the award).
Award Certificates will be given to all prize winners. Participants from Kunshan will not be candidates for the first and second prizes.
V. 
Requirements 
1. 
No style limitations for art works. Size: traditional Chinese painting must not exceed 4 feet, and oil paintings must not exceed 1.5m. The participant must deliver the photo of the work for the scoring and its size should be no less than 10 inches in depth. The original work must be submitted after the participant has passed the first round. No mounting is needed. Each participant can submit two pieces of work at the most.
2. 
As for the photography works, there are no requirements for the color or type of camera. The work must be on photo paper and the minimum size is 10 inches. The film or the digital file must be submitted if the participant passes the first round. Moderate processing is allowed, but the original image must not be changed. Synthetic works will be rejected. Each participant can submit 2 pieces of work and 4 group photos at the most.
3. 
Please write the title of the work, and the name, address, and telephone number of the participant on the back side of the photo; type of painting and specification must also be indicated on art works.
VI. 
Press time
August 31, 2011
VII.
Other Matters
1. 
Art and Photography authorities will be invited as the judges for anonymous grading.
2. 
The Opening & Awards Ceremony of "Zhouzhuang Night Painting" will be held in during September and October, and the winners of the first, second, and third prizes will be invited. Activities will be organized for the creative style and communication among participants. The organizing committee will pay for food and accommodation, but the transportation expenses will be covered by the participants.
3. 
After the exhibition, the art works will be returned to the artist. Please indicate clearly if it is available for donation. The organizing committee will issue certificates of collection additionally. As to photos, only the films of photos taken by traditional cameras will be returned. The photo of works including art and photography that did not pass the first round will not be returned.
4. 
The organizer has the right to use the works for advertising and publishing and no other payment will be made. The participant will be accountable for the portrait rights, reputation rights, and copyright involved in the artwork or photo.
5. 
Every issue related to the competition is subject to the interpretation of the major organizer.
VIII.
Address for Submission
All works should be sent to the Zhouzhuang Federation of Literary and Art Circles. 

Address: Zhouzhuang Cultural & Sports Center, Quanfu Road No 140, Zhouzhuang Township, Kunshan City, Jiangsu Province.
Contact: Lu Liangrong
Tel: 0512——57211662    13812930212

The Organizing Committee of the National "Zhouzhuang Night Painting" Art & Photography Competition
April 10, 2011
VI. 
Zhouzhuang 1,000-People Driving Tour
Time: Late April, 2011

Venue: Driving Base at Zhouzhuang Fugui Garden
Content:
The Driving Base of Zhouzhuang has been successfully obtained government approval. To fully utilize this resource, a 1,000-People Driving Tour will be organized during the Tourism Festival to add luster to the Tourism Festival.
VII. The 10th Anniversary of APEC Conference at Zhouzhuang Boat
Time: June 6, 2011

Venue: Zhouzhuang Boat
Content:
The "Celebratory Activities for the 10th Anniversary of the APEC Informal Meeting of Trade Ministers" will be held from June 5 to 6, 2011 on the Zhouzhuang Boat to showcase the charm of Kunshan and Zhouzhuang.
A Review of the Highlights in the Past Zhouzhuang Tourism Festivals 
The 1st Tourism Festival
Time: April 10—12, 1996

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Archway
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & National Photography Competition
Event: At the 1st China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & National Photography Competition, more than 100 famous photographers, both domestic and foreign, gathered in Zhouzhuang, including Mr. Chen Fuli, a famous international photographer, Mr. Lv Houmin and Ms. Chen Shufen, vice presidents of China's Photographers' Association, and photographers from 11 countries and regions such as the U.S., Japan, Canada, Singapore, Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwai, represented by Jian Qingfu and Chen Dayu. They have examined every note in the symphony of Zhouzhuang: history, culture, architecture, and customs. Mr. Chen Fuli wrote the following epigraph for it: "photography and tourism are good friends.” He said excitedly to the media: "this is the first time I’ve come to Zhouzhuang. It is so beautiful. I like it." More than 3,000 people, including the government leaders from Suzhou and Kunshan and tourism and photography authorities, were present at the opening ceremony.
Media Coverage: It has attracted the attention of mainstream media outlets such as Labor Daily, Wenhui Bao, People's Daily, Jiefang Daily, Xinmin Evening News, China Tourism News, Yangzi Evening News, East China Tourism News, People's Photography, China Photo Press, and the Tianjin Newspaper for Senior Citizens, on which more than 20 reports on the event have been published.
The 2nd Tourism Festival
Time: April 12, 1997

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Archway
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Painting & Calligraphy Competition
Events: More than 200 famous painters and calligraphists gathered to deliver splendiferous performances at the 2nd China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Painting & Calligraphy Competition, including Chen Yifei, Shinsen Hashimoto, Hou Yimin, Ya Ming, Xie Xiaosi, and Sha Manweng, and more than 200 paintings by the artists were exhibited. There were also performances of dragon and lion dances, Tiao Hua Lan, Kunqu Opera, and Classical Music in the area south of the Yangtze River. The event was unprecedented in scale and in style, and it attracted hundreds of thousands of people.
Media Coverage: Zhouzhuang Tourism Festival was reported by People's Daily, China Tourism News, and Suzhou Daily. Review of Xinmin Evening News: in 1997, the Chinese Tourism Year, Zhouzhuang Water Town has once again become a paradise for tourists both domestic and abroad.
The 3rd Tourism Festival 
Time: April 12—14, 1998

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Archway
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Handicrafts Competition
Events: Qian Qichen, Vice Premier of the State Council, and Fei Xiaotong, Vice Chairman of the National Standing Committee, attended the opening ceremony of the 3rd China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Handicrafts Competition. Wang Rugang, Li Jiusong, and Cao Yanzhen were also present. The event attracted more than 200 handicraftsmen from Beijing, Shanghai, and Nanjing to participate and laid a solid foundation for the development of special tourism souvenirs. The goal of the Tourism Festival was to preserve and utilize the precious historical and cultural heritage of China and explore the water town’s tourism and cultural resources, develop tourism handicrafts with unique characteristics of Zhouzhuang, and promote the tourism industry of Zhouzhuang.
Media Coverage: Xinhua Daily, Ta Kung Pao, Xinmin Evening News, Suzhou Daily, Kunshan Daily.
The 4th Tourism Festival
Time: April 12, 1999

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Archway
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Literary Works Competition
Events: Many famous writers across the country, such as Lu Wenfu, Ye Xin and Zhao Lihong, etc were invited and created many outstanding works at the 4th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Literary Works Competition. "Loss and Glory of Zhouzhuang," by Yang Shousong, won first prize, and "Zhouzhuang Water Melody," by Zhao Lihong, and "Zhouzhuang Out of Print," by Wang Jianbing, were selected for inclusion in the textbook. Meanwhile, the establishment of the Writing Bases of the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and Chinese Writers' Association at Zhouzhuang were also declared at the opening ceremony, which played a positive role in promoting and advocating the tourism industry of Zhouzhuang. The biggest success of the Tourism Festival is the launching of the "Zhouzhuang Night Tour.” The opening ceremony was held in the evening and the lanterns, tourists, lightships, Shaoxing Opera, Wuxi Opera, Kunqu Opera, and Pingtan Performance performed there dazzled the tourists. The old bridges and buildings in the shadow of light were simply picturesque. The launching of "Zhouzhuang Night Tour" made Zhouzhuang so popular that the number of tourists almost doubled that year.
Media coverage: Xinhua Daily, Morning News, and Suzhou Daily.
The 5th Tourism Festival
Time: April 9, 2000

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Archway
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Film Works Competition 
Events: Thousands of Chinese and foreign tourists, as well as local residents, attended the joyful opening ceremony of the 5th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Film Works Competition. The China National Tourism Administration, Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development of the PRC, and Xinhua News Agency sent flowers of congratulation. Zheng Xulan, a famous singer and actors such as Peng Jiang, Ma Lili, and Cai Jianying gave performances at the opening ceremony. Meanwhile, a national art exhibition on the theme of "Charm of Zhouzhuang" was jointly organized by China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and Zhouzhuang Federation of Literary and Art Circles. At the exhibition, more than 90 oil paintings, traditional Chinese paintings, and watercolor paintings including the works of Shang Yi, the president of Central Academy of Fine Arts, were showcased. Meanwhile, the Conservation Foundation for Zhouzhuang was also established. In addition, "Beautiful Zhouzhuang" TV documentaries were made by more than 10 TV stations including CCTV and 5 foreign TV stations including Russian State Television.
Media Coverage: Shanghai People's Broadcasting Station, Shanghai Overseas Chinese News, Shanghai Newspaper for Senior Citizens, Jiefang Daily, and Xinhua Daily. Media review: people in Zhouzhuang held the 1st Tourism Festival when the whole tourism market was in depression 5 years ago. To date, it is still the only National Tourism Festival held by a township in China.
The 6th Tourism Festival
Time: April 8, 2001

Venue: Zhouzhuang New Archway
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Wu Culture Exhibition 
Events: Friends from the tourism industries of more than 10 provinces and cities and tens of thousands of tourists attended the opening ceremony of the 6th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Wu Culture Exhibition. At the opening ceremony, Wang Guoxing and Luo Yongkang unveiled the tablets of Jiangsu Zhouzhuang Tourism Co., Ltd, State AAAA-Class Tourist Attractions, Zhouzhuang Sensor Industrial Base under the Torch Program of the Ministry of Science & Technology, and the Filming Base of the Chinese Television Artists Association. Meanwhile, the tourists sampled folk customs, arts, handicrafts, performances and snacks of the local Wu Culture. There had been more than 600 actors. This Tourism Festival arranged programs popular with the tourists and enriched the tourism products of the ancient town. The event’s slogan was "different activities for every day, different themes for every month, and different climaxes for every season.”
Media Coverage: Xinhua Daily, Suzhou Evening News, and Yangtze Evening News. Media review: what was different about this Tourism Festival from the past five ones was that people were invited instead of celebrities.
The 7th Tourism Festival
Time: April 7, 2002

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Opera Stage
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Chinese Folk Art Tour 
Events: With the theme of "Chinese Folk Art Tour," the 7th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival explored and showcased the traditional culture and customs in the area south of the Yangtze River and enabled tourists to experience the water town scenery of "bridges, waters, and households" as well as the cozy folk customs and colorful folk arts. Authorities from the State Tourism Administration, Jiangsu Provincial Government, and China Federation of Literary and Art Circles were present at the opening ceremony, as well as envoys from American, French, Russian, and Japanese embassies, well-known artists and guests of all walks of life, totaling about 1,000 people. Mr. Zhang Mingyuan said: "Zhouzhuang has become the representative of water towns in the area south of the Yangtze River. The Tourism Festival is of profound significance to enhance the brand awareness of the 'first water town', develop the tourism industry of Zhouzhuang, and promote Chinese folk arts. I believe that Zhouzhuang will be a window to showcase the Chinese civilization and a shiny pearl in the south."
Media Coverage: Xinhua News, Evening News, Xinhua Daily, China Tourism News, Suzhou Evening News, Shanghai Economic News, etc.
The 8th Tourism Festival
Time: April 20, 2003

Venue: Zhouzhuang Old Opera Stage
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Culinary Competition 
Events: The 8th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Culinary Competition focused on cuisines, fully explored and showcased the culinary culture of Zhouzhuang, and built Zhouzhuang into a "paradise of cuisines.” Long Yongtu, Secretary-General of Boao Forum for Asia, was present at the opening ceremony. In addition to the competition of Zhouzhuang local specialties represented by "Wan San Family Dinner,” local snacks were also exhibited. Well-known restaurants from Suzhou and Shanghai were also invited to exhibit their cuisines and culinary skills. The Tourism Festival upgraded the culinary culture of Zhouzhuang, improved the quality of its catering services, promoted the development of its catering industry, and built Zhouzhuang into a water town that combines comfortable living with folk culture.
Media Coverage: Joint Times, East China Information Daily, Times Herald, and East China Tourism News. Media review: Zhouzhuang has built a "paradise of cuisines" and 250 restaurants have got a “family.”
The 9th Tourism Festival
Time: April 18, 2004

Venue: At the side of Zhouzhuang Fugui Park
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Chinese Family Tour
Events: The theme of the 9th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Chinese Family Tour is “to live a day as the Zhouzhuang locals do.” It provided the tourists full experience of the family living in a water town and the beautiful pastoral scenery of Zhouzhuang. It also was the first time the Tourism Festival was launched in Beijing, enabling an interaction between Beijing and Zhouzhuang. There were also the ground-breaking ceremony of "5000-year-history theme park" and folk art performance at the opening ceremony. Meanwhile, the family lives of Zhouzhuang locals and the folk customs and cultures were also exhibited at the Museum of Chinese Revolution in Beijing. The water town’s local charms were all showcased at the exhibit: spinning, weaving, paper-cutting, barrel-making, and Sixian Opera, displaying a lively Zhouzhuang to Beijing citizens and guests from both within China and around the world. There was widespread media coverage. Many foreign ambassadors praised Zhouzhuang as “the number-one water town.” What's more, a lot of people were so attracted to the wedding performance they claimed they would go to Zhouzhuang and have wedding ceremonies there. Xu Xiaobing, a famous photographer, also sang high praise for these original ideas.
Media Coverage: Xinhua Daily, People's Daily, Ta Kung Pao, etc. Media review: "little" Zhouzhuang advocates its tourism in "big" Beijing—how bold it is! There are many highlights in the Tourism Festival.
The 10th Tourism Festival
Time: June 19—23, 2005

Venue: Zhouzhuang River South Family Water Stage
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Miss Tourism Best Folk Costume Competition
Events: The Miss Tourism pageant, featuring contestants from 75 countries and regions, took part in the 10th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & Miss Tourism Best Folk Costume Competition, contending for best folk costume, best evening dress, and best Chinese dress. The contestants came to Zhouzhuang, had interactive activities with residents and tourists, and experienced the River South culture. More than 200 mainstream media reported the Tourism Festival and more than 40 TV stations broadcasted it live. Meanwhile, Zhang Xiqin, the Deputy Director General of the State Tourism Administration, Mr. Zhang Weiguo, the Vice Governor of Jiangsu People's Government and some foreign ambassadors were also present at the opening ceremony, giving more charm to the Tourism Festival. In addition, there were other theme activities such as the big poem reading salon titled "Spring sends a poem to you,” photo exhibition titled "Always Zhouzhuang,” and the cooperation between China Shooting Association and Zhouzhuang. Chinese authorities from the envoys expressed that their hopes that they could tell the whole world about the solidarity and devotion of people in Zhouzhuang and gave good advice on the development of tourism in Zhouzhuang.
Media Coverage: Hundreds of mainstream media, including CCTV, Phoenix TV, 
ETTV, China News, Hainan Daily, Chongqing Commercial Daily, Xinmin Evening News, China Daily, China Tourism News, Southern Metropolis Daily, and Sichuan Online. There have been hundreds of reports on the Tourism Festival, resulting in good social effects.
The 11th Tourism Festival
Time: May 19, 2006

Venue: Zhouzhuang River South Family Water Stage
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & 2006 Ms. Ambassadress Chinese Talent Competition
Events: At the 11th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & 2006 Ms. Ambassadress Chinese Talent Competition, 240 Mrs. Envoys from 107 countries and regions took part in the contest. There were 7 Chinese talent categories related to Zhouzhuang: Kunqu Opera, tea art, Chinese songs, poems, Chinese fashion show, Chinese knots, and paper cutting. It was held in Beijing and Zhouzhuang at the same time. Mr. Wang Wenyuan, the Vice Chairman of the 9th CPPCC declared the opening of the Tourism Festival. Mr. Chen Haosu, President of the Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, Hong Tianhui, the Vice Chairman of China Women's Federation, Tian Zengpei, the former Vice Foreign Minister, authorities from the State Tourism Administration, provincial and municipal government leaders, guests from the tourism industry and art and literary circles, and ambassadors, ministers, counselors and ambassadresses from the U.S., Singapore, the Republic of Korea, Japan, Greece, and Austria were present at the opening ceremony of the Tourism Festival. The Vice Mayor of Arles (a southern city and cultural capital of Provence, France) who is in charge of tourism affairs there was present at the opening ceremony and gave a marvelous speech. His delegation signed a cooperation memo on tourism with Zhouzhuang. Both sides agreed to establish a friendly partnership on tourism, which will facilitate the brand promotion of Arles in China and Zhouzhuang in Europe. Exchange activities such as an Arles Exhibition and a conference on the preservation of cultural heritage and tourism cooperation were held. The Queen and Miss Goodwill of Arles also demonstrated Arles dance and their exquisite traditional costumes, which was another highlight of the Tourism Festival.
Media Coverage: More than 120 news agencies, TV stations, radio stations, newspapers, and websites from both within China and around the world, including CCTV, Ta Kung Pao, People's Daily, Xinhua Daily, China News Agency, News of Europe, Agencia EFE, the European Newspaper Union, Sina network, Hong Kong Phoenix TV, the Iranian News Agency, Chunichi Web, etc.
The 12th Tourism Festival
Time: April 18, 2007

Venue: River South Family Water Stage
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & "Dreaming of Zhouzhuang" Original Water Show
Events: The 12th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival focused on the water culture, local folk customs, and international fashion, and created a large-scale water show titled "dreaming of Zhouzhuang," showcasing the outstanding traditional culture of Zhouzhuang and folk customs of the water town. It had been launched into the market and built into an important entertainment program in Zhouzhuang and the Yangtze River Delta. Officials from the provincial and municipal government unveiled the opening ceremony. Envoys including Emmanuel Lenain, the Consul General of France in Shanghai, Mario, Montreal, the Consul General of Mexico in Hong Kong, Luis, Fernando, Quarry Estates, Ayala, the Consul General of Columbia in Hong Kong, and Nelson Malina Male, the Consul General of Venezuela in Hong Kong, and Olympic champions, such as Zhu Qinan, Du Li, and Tao Luna, and authorities from the Ministry of Culture, and the National Tourism Administration were present at the opening ceremony. Folk artists from Mistralange of France gave a performance at the opening ceremony. Apart from the water show at the opening ceremony, there were also many other activities at the Tourism Festival, such as the Pearl Fishing presentation, the seminar on the water show, the first "International Zhouzhuang" tourism forum, and the opening ceremony for Zhouzhuang Happy World. There were also folk performances such as boating, Tiao Hua Lan, clippers, and lantern displays to enhance the festive atmosphere. The French Mistralange Folk Arts Troupe gave performances as well. Du Li, the Olympic Shooting Champion, would take part in Da Tian Cai, a local folk performance. All these activities, together with the 2nd anniversary of the death of Chen Yifei, made for a very unique and colorful Tourism Festival. It also made the best of the China Travel Fair so the participants could share information with each other. The authorities, guests, and exhibitors present at the Travel Fair will be invited to visit Zhouzhuang and take part in the activities at the Tourism Festival.
Media Coverage: CCTV, Beijing News, Shanghai TV, Jiangsu Satellite TV, Asia-Pacific Economic Times, Guangzhou Daily, Guangzhou Southern Network, Xinmin Evening News, Xihua Agency.
The 13th Tourism Festival
Time: April 19, 2008

Venue: Zhouzhuang Twin Bridges, Fuan Bridge
Theme: China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival & the 1st Forum on the Preservation & Development of Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang)
Events: The 13th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival had four parts: the opening ceremony, the Forum on the Preservation & Development of the Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang), the Cultural Industry Innovation Week, and Taiwan Culture Exhibition Week. It fully showcased the image and charisma of a "cultural Zhouzhuang,” created a festive atmosphere for the tourists, and promoted the new highlights and routes for cultural tourism in Zhouzhuang. The Forum on the Preservation & Development of the Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang) was the top priority, in which the reports of exports on the preservation and development of Zhouzhuang were heard, the organizational structure of the forum was confirmed, and "Zhouzhuang Declaration" was issued, which would a permanent program to promote the preservation and development of Zhouzhuang and enable it to be the pioneer in this area. Meanwhile there had been distinct folk performances featuring the water town, such as boating, Tiao Hua Lan, lantern display and opera as well as festive activities that were popular all through the year. The guests and tourists had experienced the joyful festive atmosphere and unique River South culture. It was said that there had been hundreds of thousands of guests and tourists from both within China and around the world. It was a big, marvelous and colorful tourism event.
Media Coverage: Hundreds of televisions, newspapers, web media publicity such as Beijing TV, Shanghai Education TV, Taiwan ETTV People's Daily, Xinhua Daily, China Tourism News, Oriental Net, Xinmin Net, etc have reports of Zhonzhuang.
The 14th Tourism Festival
Time: April 25—26, 2009

Venue: Loujiang, Kunshan; Zhouzhuang
Theme:
Events: The 14th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival and China Kunshan International Cultural Tourism Festival opened simultaneously at the beautiful Loujiang riverside in Kunshan, one of the top ten Charming Cities and the first among top 100 counties in China for three consecutive years. This Tourism Festival would expand the concept of promoting the tourism brand of market exploration and grant a leading role to the Tourism Festival in tourism development. Meanwhile, it would incorporate the "World Expo" concept and fully showcase the brand-new image of Zhouzhuang at the Expo. The theme of the World Expo, “better city, better life,” is fully manifested in the natural water town scenery of Zhouzhuang, which would be built into a "pavilion to end all pavilions" with unique water town characteristics featuring Wu folk culture. At the same time, the Tourism Festival would be a platform for the "countdown to the World Expo,” expressing our aspirations for the World Expo. The theme of the opening ceremony evening was "Rendezvous in Kunshan · Zhouzhuang Impressions.” It was a big water show depicting Kunshan's progress in preparing for the World Expo and showcasing the unique qualities of the water town south of the Yangtze River, the distinct Wu culture and the original ecological landscape. It had four chapters: "Song: Songs on the Fishing Boat on River Xian,” "Painting: Twin Bridges,” "Melody: South Lake,” and "Charm: Kunshan,” which was not only innovative, but powerful. Meanwhile, there were other activities, such as the 2nd Forum on the Preservation & Development of the Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang), the opening of the store for Haibao (the mascot of the World Expo in Shanghai) and World Expo souvenirs in Zhouzhuang, the establishment of a Cultural Innovation Consortium, the opening of Kai Street, an old Taiwan Street and water trip around the town, the opening ceremony of the 4th People's Cultural and Art Festival & the 2nd Popular Theatrical Festival. More than 1,000 people took part in the opening ceremony of the Tourism Festival, including government leaders, guests from both within China and around the world, friends from the tourism industry, academic and art circles, and reporters.
Media Coverage: Mainstream media from Shanghai and Suzhou, including Shanghai TV, South TV, People's Daily, Xinhua Daily, Sina and Jiefang Network.
The 15th Tourism Festival
Time: May—October, 2010

Venue: Shanghai World Expo
Theme:
Events: The opening ceremony of the 15th China Zhouzhuang International Tourism Festival was first launched in Future City Square, Shanghai, the best city practice area at the expo on May 20. At that ceremony, "Zhouzhuang Seasons" was put on stage for the first time. It has three chapters: "Dreaming of the Old Stages—Kunqu Opera,” "Hanging over Twin Bridges—Twin Bridge,” and "Songs on the Fishing Boat on River Xian—Water Town.” The original live performances give a taste to the profound cultural heritage and rich folk customs of Zhouzhuang, the first water town in China. In addition, the concept of a low-carbon lifestyle was also encouraged at the opening ceremony. The chairs and tables for the guests and the fans for the audience were all made of paper. The visitors to the opening ceremony could enjoy free tours to Zhouzhuang with their stamped tickets for the opening ceremony. An activity series featuring Zhouzhuang was launched each month in the Expo Park and villages, with an integration of the expo elements. "A poetic water town washed out" in the best city practice area showcased the recent achievements in the preservation and development of Zhouzhuang, and provided a stage for the audience to experience the "beautiful lives of people in Zhouzhuang, the first water town in China.” Meanwhile, the first Painting Exhibition by Chinese Farmers and the 3rd Forum on the Preservation & Development of the Ancient Town (Zhouzhuang) were held in Zhouzhuang, making possible an interaction between Shanghai and Zhouzhuang. Therefore, tourists from both within China and around the world could appreciate the beauty of the water town and the ancient Wu culture at the Expo Park. The image of Zhouzhuang was fully showcased, and the theme of the expo—"better city, better life" was perfectly integrated into the original landscapes of Zhouzhuang. It greatly enhanced the international image of Zhouzhuang.
Media Coverage: Mainstream media from Beijing, Shanghai, and Suzhou such as CCTV, Shanghai TV, CNS, China Daily, People's Daily, Xinhua Daily, Sina.com, Jiefang Network, etc.
