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WORLD TOILET DAY

Lack of adequate lava

11in 3 women have no
access to clean facilities

By REUTERS in London

About 2.4 billion people
around the world don’t have
access to decent sanitation,
and more than 1 billion are
forced to defecate in the open,
risking disease and other dan-
gers, according to the United
Nations.

Launching its World Toilet
Day campaign for Thursday,
the UN said poor sanitation
increases the risk of illness
and malnutrition, especially
for children, and called for
women and girls in particular
to be offered safe, clean facili-
ties.

“One out of three women
around the world lack access
to safe toilets,” UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon said
in a statement. “As a result
they face disease, shame and
potential violence when
they seek a place to defe-
cate.”

Even where there are toilets
around the world, some hard-
ly warrant the name.

In a Syrian refugee settle-
ment camp in Lebanon’s Bek-
aa Valley, for example, toilets
surrounded by graffiti-cov-
ered corrugated sheets sit
right up against flimsy tents.
In the Marcory district of Abi-
djan, the capital of Cote d’Ivoi-
re, a “private” stall is simply
built of spare bits of lumber
and metal.

The UN said that while
there is sufficient fresh water
on the planet for everyone,
“bad economics and poor
infrastructure” mean that
every year millions of people
— most of them children — die
from diseases linked to poor
sanitation, unhygienic living
conditions and lack of clean
water supplies.

Yantai special

City seeks ‘pioneer role’in Belt and Road Init

By JU CHUANJIANG

hinadaily.com.cn
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As the national Belt and
Road Initiative inspires more
Chinese cities to go global,
Yantai, a coastal city in Shan-
dong province, is seeking a
“pioneer” role on the interna-
tional stage.

Experts predict that China’s
Belt and Road Initiative will
become an important engine
for driving regional develop-
ment in the global environ-
ment.

“Cities are playing differ-
ent roles in the initiative,”
said Meng Fanli, Party chief
of Yantai. “Yantai will play a
‘pioneer role’ and seek more
cooperation on the interna-
tional stage.”

The Vision and Actions on
Jointly Building Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road
released in March lists Yan-
tai as one of 15 coastal cities
along the Belt and Road. The
Shandong provincial govern-
ment regards Yantai as a city
of strategic significance on
the Belt and Road.

The city strategy is to devel-
op Yantai into an onshore and
offshore hub city, a marine
economic city, a trade and
investment cooperation mod-
el city and a demonstration
city participating in the Belt
and Road Initiative.

Yantai is one of China’s
earliest coastal cities to trade
with overseas markets. The
city’s Dengzhou Port was one
of the four largest ports in
China in terms of foreign
trade volume during the Tang
Dynasty (AD 618-907).

The city was also one of 14
Chinese cities that officially
opened up to the world in
1984.

Zhou Bo, chairman of
the Yantai Port Group, said
Yantai Port has established
trade relationships with more
than 150 ports in 100 coun-

This outhouse stands outside the Llamocca family home at Villa Lourdes in Villa Maria del Triunfo on
the outskirts of Lima, Peru. There is no running water in Villa Lourdes, and families buy it from water
tankers once a week. MARIANA BAZO / REUTERS
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A one-way mirror is built above the urinal at Streeter’s Tavern in Chicago, lllinois. Customers using the
bathroom can see into the main area of the bar, but cannot be seen by those outside the bathroom.

JIM YOUNG / REUTERS

A public toilet serves the 2011 Applied Physics Laboratory Ice
Station north of Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, near the Arctic Ocean.
LUCAS JACKSON / REUTERS
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in 100 countries the Yantai port
has built trade relationship with
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The cityis building a
three-dimensional
transport hub

covering aviation,
railways and ship-
ment, in a bid to
connect Yantai with
countries along

the maritime Silk
Road”

Zhang Yongxia, mayor of Yantai

tries. The port’s throughput
reached 236 million met-
ric tons last year and that
amount is expected to reach
400 million tons by 2020.

The Yantai Port is becom-
ing an international shipment
hub for chemical energy, iron
ore, fertilizer and containers,
and a terminal for railway fer-
ries and international cruises.

“The city is building a
three-dimensional transport
hub covering aviation, rail-
ways and shipment, in a bid
to connect Yantai with coun-
tries along the maritime Silk
Road,” said Zhang Yongxia,
mayor of Yantai.

Yantai Penglai Internation-
al Airport, which opened on
May 28, is designed to handle
10 million people every year.

A high-speed railway tun-

Left: Yantai, a coastal city in Shandong province, seeks a greater role on the
drilling company was produced by Yantai CIMC Raffles Offshore Co. PHOTOS BY JU CHUANJIANG / CHINA DAILY

nel under the Bohai Sea con-
necting Yantai with Dalian
in Liaoning province and a
railway ferry service between
Yantai and Incheon, South
Korea, are to be built. Once
completed, Yantai will be a
transport hub that connects
Asian and European coun-
tries.

Expanded cooperation

“Trade between Yantai and
countries along the Belt and
Road is increasing,” said Yu
Dong, head of the Yantai com-
merce bureau.

Last year, Yantai attracted
662 projects from 35 coun-
tries along the Belt and Road,
involving foreign investment
of $1.66 billion.

At present, Yantai has trade
contacts with 64 countries
along the Belt and Road. The
city’s foreign trade volume

Urinals that resemble the Rolling Stones’ famous logo grace the
men'’s room walls of a Paris bar. JACKY NAEGELEN / REUTERS

reached $5.25 billion for the
first half of this year. Yantai
has invested in 123 projects
in 27 countries along the Belt
and Road, including Russia,
Singapore, Malaysia, Thai-
land and Uzbekistan. These
projects cover the fields of
infrastructure, energy, agri-
cultural processing, park
development and fisheries.
The city spent $960 million
developing the first nation-
al-level financial and trade
cooperation zone in Russia,
focusing on forestry. The zone
has attracted 19 enterprises.
The Sino-Hungarian Bor-
sod Industrial Zone developed
by Yantai Wanhua Group will
involve a combined invest-
ment of $3 billion and has
attracted 51 companies. Lurui
Group invested $160 million
developing a 3,100-hectare
modern agricultural and

—

industrial park in Cambodia,
becoming a cooperation dem-
onstration project between
China and Cambodia.

According to the city plan,
Yantai will build more than
20 industrial parks in coun-
tries along the Belt and Road
during the next three years.

The city will encourage
and support 300 enterprises
to seek development in these
overseas parks in the fields
of textiles and garments,
machinery manufacturing,
modern chemicals, food pro-
cessing, agriculture, fisher-
ies, energy, automotives and
electronics.

“Relying on Yantai’s
advanced manufacturing
industry, the industrial parks
in the Belt and Road countries
will significantly upgrade the
level of Yantai’s global coop-
eration,” Zhang said.

international stage. Right: An offshore platform for an oil-

A fenced-off garden at the Itabu railway station in Chiba prefecture
east of Tokyo has a women's outhouse with glass walls. Some call it
“the world's most spacious public toilet”. THOMAS PETER / REUTERS
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At Yantai Economic Devel-
opment Zone, advanced pro-
duction lines roll out 600,000
cars every year. The cars are
sold in more than 20 coun-
tries and regions.

During the past five years,
more than 180,000 cars
were sold in overseas mar-
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Taking local goods global

Walking through the
industrial parks in Yantai,
one can’t help but notice the
city’s extraordinary manufac-
turing capacity.

“Many world-renowned
high-tech products are made
in Yantai and they are impor-
tant supports for the city’s
international cooperation,”
said Wang Shiliang, director
of the Yantai Development
and Reform Commission.

These products include
smartphones, large off-
shore oil drilling platforms,
unmanned aircraft and
marine wind turbines. They
not only sharpen the city’s
competitiveness in the fields
of aerospace, information
technology, maritime biologi-
cal medicine and new mate-
rials, but also win profitable
overseas orders.

kets. The rapid development
of the automobile industry
has attracted more than 400
automobile and spare parts
manufacturers. Combined
output from the automobile
cluster reached 150 billion
yuan ($23.55 billion) last
year.

At Yantai CIMC Raffles
Offshore Co, five huge off-
shore oil-drilling platforms
for overseas clients are under
production.

The D90 rig can reach
15,240 meters under the
sea, more than 4,000 meters
deeper than the Mariana
Trench.

“With advanced products,
our company has been listed
among one of the four top
international enterprises that
can produce deepwater semi-
submersible drilling rigs,”
said Yu Ya, president of Yan-
tai CIMC Raffles Offshore.

To date, the company has
produced nine deepwater
semi-submersible drilling
rigs for overseas companies.
Its products account for one-
quarter of the global market.

The city’s large ships and
cruise ships are also tapping
overseas markets.

The city predicts its marine
equipment manufacturing
capacity will this year reach
450,000 tons, ship manufac-
turing capacity to reach 1.2
million tons and output from
marine high-end equipment
manufacturing business to
reach a value of 50 billion
yuan.

“Made in Yantai” marine
products have been sold to
more than 30 countries and
regions.



