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WHO approves China’s Sinopharm vaccine for

emergency use
© China Daily / 2021.05.07

The World Health Organization announced on Friday it will give emergency use
authorization to the COVID-19 vaccine manufactured by China's Sinopharm.

The greenlight for the Sinopharm vaccine to be rolled out globally could pave
the way for millions of doses to reach needy countries and boost WHO-backed efforts
such as the COVAX initiative, which is a global effort aimed at ensuring access in
poorer nations to novel coronavirus vaccines.

The WHO program has already distributed over 54 million doses of COVID-19
vaccines.

The move marks the first time any Chinese-made vaccine has received emergency
authorization from the WHO.

During a media briefing, the head of the WHO, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, said: "WHO gave Emergency Use Listing to Sinopharm Beijing's
COVID-19 vaccine."

He added: "This expands the list of COVID-19 vaccines that COVAX can buy,
and gives countries confidence to expedite their own regulatory approval, and to
import and administer a vaccine."

The Sinopharm vaccine joins a list of WHO approved vaccines, in addition to
those made by Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson and Moderna.

"The addition of this vaccine has the potential to rapidly accelerate COVID-19
vaccine access for countries seeking to protect health workers and populations at risk,"
said Mariangela Simao, WHO assistant-director general for Access to Health Products.

"We urge the manufacturer to participate in the COVAX Facility and contribute to the
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goal of more equitable vaccine distribution."

The WHO has recommended the jab for people aged 18 to 59 years, in a two-
dose schedule with a spacing of three to four weeks.

The organization said the vaccine efficacy for symptomatic and hospitalized
disease was estimated to be 79 percent, all age groups combined.

Experts say the Sinopharm vaccine is easy to store, making it "highly suitable for
low-resource settings".

The WHO said it is also the first vaccine that will carry a vaccine vial monitor, a
small sticker on the vaccine vials that change color as the vaccine is exposed to heat,
letting health workers know whether the vaccine can be safely used.

Arnaud Didierlaurent, a professor at the University of Geneva's medical
school who chairs the advisory group, said it had requested additional studies from
Sinopharm, and that there would be "continuous evaluation" of the vaccine and noted
that work "does not stop after the listing".

The Sinopharm vaccine has already been authorized by many countries around
the world, with some 65 million doses distributed.

Recipients of the vaccine include those in Latin America such as Brazil, Mexico

and Chile as well as countries in Asia, including Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.
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Sri Lanka study finds

efficient’
O China Daily / 2021.07.21

Researchers in Sri Lanka have
found the China-developed Sinopharm
COVID-19 vaccine to be “highly
efficient” against the Delta variant that is
driving a resurgence in infections around
the world.

“The antibody responses to the
Delta variant and neutralizing antibodies
were similar to levels seen following
natural infection,” the researchers
from Colombo’s Sri Jayewardenepura

University said on its website on Monday.

Sinopharm jab ‘highly

Chinese workers receive a dose of Sinopharm vaccine
against the coronavirus disease ( COVID-19 ) , gifted
by China's government for citizens living in Sri Lanka,
at Colombo Port City project premises in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, April 5, 2021. [Photo/Agencies]

According to the study, 95 percent of those who received two doses of the

Sinopharm vaccine developed antibodies against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes

COVID-19.

The study showed that two doses of the vaccine produced neutralizing antibodies

in 81.25 percent of the recipients, and that these antibody levels were similar to what

would occur after a person recovers from COVID-19.

The research team included Sri Lankan scientists Chandima Jeewandara and

Neelika Malavige, head of the Immunology and Molecular Medicine Department of

the university, and Oxford University researchers Graham Ogg and Alain Townsend.

Neelika said the Sinopharm vaccine is the most used vaccine in Sri Lanka.
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China has donated 7.1 million doses of the vaccine — including 2 million doses
shipped on July 11 — to Sri Lanka, which has a population of nearly 22 million.

Some 4.63 million people in Sri Lanka have received the first dose of the
Sinopharm vaccine, and 1.29 million have received the second dose. No severe side
effects among the vaccinated have been reported, Xinhua News Agency said.

Malavige said the study was the first of its kind to be published and experts
looked at every possible angle of the immune system in their work.

The findings place the Sinopharm vaccine among the world's best to fight the
disease and put to rest the doubts persistently raised about the vaccine's efficacy,
Malavige said.

The vaccine was also studied for its efficacy against the Alpha and Beta variants
of the virus as well as the original strain.

“The conclusion of this report is that when it comes to Delta and other variants,
the Sinopharm vaccine induces similar levels of antibody responses as people who
have naturally been infected, which is very good,” Malavige said.

“Between the age groups of 20 to 40, 98 percent developed antibodies while in
the age group of over 60, 93 percent developed antibodies. This is not surprising as
older people respond less to vaccines.”

Sri Lanka is facing a third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic as authorities warn

about the spread of the Delta variant, which has been reported in 92 countries.
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Bangladesh signs pact to make Sm Sinopharm

vaccine doses
O China Daily / 2021.08.17

Bangladesh will be able to produce 5
million doses of Sinopharm's inactivated
COVID-19 vaccines monthly, according
to a memorandum of understanding
signed virtually from Beijing and Dhaka
on Monday.

The Chinese company will cooperate i‘

with local company Incepta to bottle and
A nurse holds a syringe containing a COVID-19
vaccine made by the Beijing Institute of Biological
Products, a unit of Sinopharm subsidiary China
National Biotec Group (CNBG) , at a vaccination

Liu Jin gz hen , C hairman of | center in Beijing, April 15, 2021. [Photo/Agencies]

Sinopharm, said the COVID-19 vaccine

package the vaccines in the Incepta factory

to meet people’s needs in Bangladesh.

cooperation between China and Bangladesh will contribute significantly to increasing
the global COVID-19 inoculation rate and will facilitate the global fight against the
disease.

It also reflects trust in the efficacy and safety of Chinese COVID-19 vaccines
from the Bangladesh side, and will usher in more cooperation between China and
Bangladesh in the life and health sector, he said.

Sinopharm has so far provided more than 13.5 million doses of COVID-19
vaccines to Bangladesh through the COVAX facility, charity and government
assistance programs and commercial purchases.

Sinopharm has registered its COVID-19 vaccines in nine countries, and has
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provided the vaccines to 94 countries, regions, and international organizations.
China plans to provide a total of 2 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines to the
world this year, in the latest effort to honor its commitment to make vaccines a global

public good by ensuring vaccine accessibility and affordability.
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Kenya OKs Sinopharm vaccine’s use, boosting
hope

© China Daily / 2021.08.26

The approval of China's Sinopharm
vaccine by Kenya's drug regulatory
authority comes at a critical time, as the
country ramps up efforts to inoculate its
citizens against COVID-19.

As with other countries, the global

health crisis has had wide-ranging effects A nurse administers the coronavirus disease

(COVID-19) vaccine to a man at the Bissil Health
Centre within libissil settlement, Matapato North
of Kajiado county, Kenya Aug 23, 2021. [Photo/
Agencies]

on East Africa's largest economy, ranging

from health and economic implications to

political and even cultural effects.

Kenya is facing an upsurge of infections from more transmissible and deadly
virus variants against the backdrop of the hoarding of vaccines by rich economies,
which has made it difficult for Nairobi to gain access to vaccines. As of Aug 19, more
than 4,400 Kenyans infected with COVID-19 had died, with total cases standing at
225,663, according to the Ministry of Health.

Meanwhile, social restrictions aimed at cutting community transmission of the
disease are taking a toll on the economy, with millions of jobs already lost to the
pandemic. The International Monetary Fund has reported that Kenya's economy
registered disappointing growth of minus 0.1 percent in 2020, compared with buoyant
pre-COVID-19 economic expansion of 6.3 percent in 2018 and 5.4 percent in 2019.

With vaccination seen as the key to recovery from the pandemic, Kenya has set

the ambitious target of inoculating 16 million people by June next year. However, even

262



F—E5 RREAFERLC \

as advanced economies begin administering booster shots against the advice of the
World Health Organization, the dream of developing countries like Kenya to vaccinate
their most vulnerable people could be cut short.

As of Aug 18, only 767,602 people in the country had been fully vaccinated, with
vaccine doses administered in Kenya totaling 2,221,704.

This is why the approval of the Sinopharm vaccine for use in Kenya is important.

First, China had pledged to supply more than 10 million vaccine doses to poor
countries through COVAX, the international initiative to provide vaccines to developing
countries. So Kenya now has a chance to receive vaccines donated by China.

Second, with a strong pandemic control program, China, which has administered
more than 1.9 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses at home, has a better chance to assist
developing countries in gaining access to vaccines. China has promised to provide
vaccines as a global public good.

Third, China is already collaborating with African countries such as Morocco to
manufacture Sinopharm vaccines on the continent. This significantly reduces the cost
of transportation and logistics for countries like Kenya — further enhancing access.

China has so far sent 52 million vaccine doses to 37 African countries, including
8 million donated doses, according to Beijing-based Bridge Consulting. The approval
of the Sinopharm vaccine's use in Kenya paves the way for both purchases and
donations of vaccines from China.

Kenya is now set to receive 2 million doses of Sinopharm vaccine, with the first
200,000 donated doses expected in September.

Even before the first COVID-19 case was reported in Kenya in March last year,
Kenya and China had witnessed robust cooperation on containing the pandemic. China
assisted in training Kenyan health experts on how best to leverage nonpharmaceutical
approaches to control the virus.

China was also the main source of essential medical supplies such as protective
clothing, test kits, face masks and shields, respirators and medicine. Kenya benefited
from donations as well as direct purchases of such supplies from Beijing.

As the pandemic proved economically devastating for Kenya, China came to
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the nation's aid by rescheduling debt repayments so that Nairobi would have enough
resources to fight the disease.

Earlier this month, Kenya, along with China and 22 other countries, launched the
International Forum on COVID-19 Vaccine Cooperation, with the aim of galvanizing
international synergy to provide poor countries with vaccines.

Besides calling for increased vaccine production to address the access gap, the
forum also created momentum for synergy in the pandemic fight. That momentum will

increase now that Kenya has approved the use of the Sinopharm vaccine.
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US top universities recognize Sinopharm vaccine,

facilitate return of Chinese students
© Global Times /2021.05.12

The Chinese Consulate General in New York on Wednesday issued a notice
saying that a number of US universities, including Harvard and Columbia, have
recognized COVID-19 vaccine produced by China's Sinopharm following the approval
of the vaccine's emergency use by the World Health Organization (WHO) .

For Chinese students already inoculated with the Sinopharm vaccine, the notice
said they no longer need to take COVID-19 shots in the US upon their arrival at
campuses.

The schools that have recognized Sinopharm vaccine are Harvard University,
Columbia University, New York University, Yale University, Dartmouth College,
University of Rochester, and Lafayette College, according to the announcement.

Their decisions were made after the WHO gave Emergency Use Listing to
Sinopharm Beijing's COVID-19 vaccine on May 7, making it the sixth vaccine
globally to receive WHO validation for safety, efficacy and quality, the organization's
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

In late April, there were signs that academic exchanges between the two countries
were resuming, as US authorities eased travel bans for Chinese students, announcing
that those with academic programs beginning August 1 or later can enter the US no
earlier than 30 days before the start of their academic activities.

The US embassy and consulates in China also opened visa appointments for

Chinese students on May 4.
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Latest data shows Sinopharm vaccine is

safe, effective
O Global Times /2021.08.17

Chinese vaccine producer
Sinopharm's inactivated COVID-19
vaccine does not increase the risk of
thrombosis or thrombocytopenia in

recipients and the latest real world data

form Argentina shows that the vaccine

has an 84 percent death-protection People wait to receive the Sinopharm COVID-19

vaccine in Colombo,Sri Lanka, on Aug.7,2021.(Photo:

efficacy among people aged 60 and Xinhua)

above, according to a statement from
China National Biotec Group (CNBG) , a subsidiary of Sinopharm.

The seroconversion rate of SARS-CoV-2 specific antibodies was 95.81 percent
four weeks after vaccination with a shot developed by CNBG, Sinopharm said in
a statement on Monday, citing a study published on July 27 in the Science Bulletin
journal.

None of the subjects had spontaneous thrombosis or thrombocytopenia over a
minimum follow-up period of eight weeks and there were no changes in autoantibody
profile or unfavorable clinical manifestations, according to the article.

The study was conducted on 406 healthcare workers who received two doses,
21 days apart, in Shanghai Ruijin Hospital. They were recruited from January 14 to
March 10, 2021, with a minimum follow-up period of eight weeks.

Rare but severe side effects characterized by dangerous blood clots and low

platelet counts after administration of the adenovirus-vectored COVID-19 vaccine
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have been reported globally and have attracted a lot of attention, so Chinese
researchers conducted this study to explore whether the CNBG COVID-19 vaccine
could lead to similar problems.

Some recipients of the Oxford/AstraZeneca adenovirus vector COVID-19
vaccine have reportedly suffered blood clots after the vaccine was rolled out in the UK
in January.

The World Health Organization's advisory vaccine safety panel said in April that
a causal link between the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine and rare cases of blood
clots with low platelets is "considered plausible but is not confirmed."

In a recent study, researchers from the Massachusetts Medical Society identified
170 definite and 50 probable cases of the rare clotting - who presented to UK hospitals
between March 22 and June 6 - as vaccine-induced immune thrombocytopenia and
thrombosis, media reports said.

Sinopharm has developed two inactivated COVID-19 vaccines, one by its
institute in Beijing and the other by another institute in Wuhan.

The vaccines have been approved for emergency use in 98 countries and regions
and have been recognized by international organizations including the World Health
Organization, CNBG said.

According to another statement from CNBG on Tuesday, the vaccines have
demonstrated an overall death-protection rate of 84 percent in people aged 60 and
above in Argentina, based on data for nearly 150,000 people.

The rate was 80.2 percent in the 60-69 age group, 88.3 percent in those aged 70-
79 and 77.6 percent in those aged 80 and above.

CNBG said that the first shot can provide a death-protection efficacy of 61.6
percent for people aged 60 and above. Also, only 1,866 side effect cases were reported

after more than four million CNBG shots had been given, CNBG noted.
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Sinopharm executive suggests vaccinated people
accept booster shots after China builds herd
immunity

O Global Times /2021.08.23

Vaccinated people in China can choose to accept booster shots when available
after herd immunity is built in the country, Zhang Yuntao, vice president and chief
scientist of Sinopharm's subsidiary China National Biotec Group (CNBG) ,
suggested while China's top epidemiologist Zhong Nanshan recently estimated the
country could build herd immunity by vaccinating at least 80 percent of its population
by the end of the year.

Zhang told the Global Times on Monday that studies and data obtained so far
have shown that current CNBG inactivated vaccines are still effective in preventing
the novel coronavirus, including mutations such as the Delta variant which is highly
infectious.

The most effective method to protect people from the virus is still to vaccinate as
many people as possible and as soon as possible, Zhang noted.

According to data from the National Health Commission (NHC) , the Chinese
mainland had administered more than 1.95 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines as
of Sunday. The commission previously revealed that more than 770 million Chinese
mainland people have been vaccinated as of August 12.

At a forum on Friday, top epidemiologist Zhong Nanshan disclosed that China will
vaccinate 80 percent of its population, which is about 1.4 billion, by the end of this year.

The Global Times estimated that about 798 million people have been fully

vaccinated as of Monday on the mainland, about 57 percent of the mainland's
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population. A source close to the issue said the actual number is similar to the Global
Times' calculations.

But the level of antibodies declines rapidly after vaccination, which is not only
true for China's inactivated vaccines, but foreign ones, Zhang said, referring to a report
of Israel's national health authority in late July, which said that the Pfizer/BioNTech's
COVID-19 vaccine was just 39 percent effective in the country facing the dominant
Delta variant.

According to a study by teams led by Zhong, two shots of Chinese inactivate
vaccines showed 59 percent efficacy in preventing symptoms caused by the Delta
variant during the outbreak in South China's Guangzhou in May and June.

After successfully building herd immunity, Chinese authorities can consider
starting to provide boosters and the public can choose to accept boosters when
available, Zhang said, noting that, in terms of booster shots, priority would also be
given to some at-risk groups like people aged 60 and over, services and aviation
industries employees.

Studies in the United Arab Emirates showed that a third shot of CNBG's
inactivated vaccines in six months after the second one would boost the level of
antibodies in recipients by 5-10 times, which would also help to protect the recipients

from mutations like Delta, Zhang noted.
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First EU country to use Sinopharm — Hungary

continues vaccine progress
© CGTN/2021.05.08

After turning to China and Russia

to supply extra COVID-19 vaccines,

. . First EU country to use Sinopharm - Hungary
Hungary became the first country 1n continues vaccine progress
the European Union (EU) to use - @O0O000
the Sinopharm vaccine; and, in turn,
has achieved one of the EU's highest

vaccination rates.

Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor

Orban has also announced on Friday he will propose to EU leaders that they approve
all vaccines that have already been safely used in other regions in order to increase
vaccination rates in the bloc.

Hungary was the first EU country to order both Russian and Chinese vaccines.
And in mid-February, millions of doses of the Sinopharm jab arrived in Hungary, with
the first vaccines given a few days later as part of the country's vaccination program.

The government ordered 5 million doses, with politicians regularly announcing
arrival of shipments and praising the deliveries for being ahead of vaccines purchased
through the EU.
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Hungary to produce China’s Sinopharm
COVID-19 vaccine by 2022

© CGTN/2021.06.02

Hungary's Foreign Minister Peter
Szijjarto announced during a visit to
China that the country's national vaccine
center will produce China's Sinopharm
jab as well as a Hungarian COVID-19

vaccine.

The international cooperation is the
latest example of growing relations between the two nations, with the foreign minister
also announcing two large Chinese banks will soon appear in Hungary.

Other investments are also in the negotiating phase, such as one that involves
electric cars.

This is the 12th time Hungary's foreign minister has held bilateral talks with
his Chinese counterpart — which he says shows the parties attach great importance to

developing cooperation.
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China’s Sinopharm CNBG looks to increase
jabs to COVAX

© CGTN/2021.06.08

LIU YANG CGTN Reporter "CNBG
rolled out its first 160,000 COVID-19
vaccine doses for COVAX on June 1st.
What future production plans are in place

for the vaccine? Will it be challenging for

Vice President, Sinopharm CNBG

CNBG to guarantee supplies domestically

while making supplies for COVAX?"
ZHANG YUNTAO Vice President,
Sinopharm CNBG "We've made good

communication with the procurement

China's Sinopharm has already rolled out its first batch
of COVID-19 vaccines to COVAX, a global initiative
aimed at making doses more accessible to poorer
countries. Now, the company is in talks to expand
supplies. CGTN's Liu Yang spoke to one of Sinopharm
executives about the company's plans and possible

booster shots in the future.

team of COVAX and will reach an
effective agreement in the near future. We expect to have our first 10 million doses of
COVID-19 available by the end of July. And then map out what we're going to deliver
to COVAX this year or the first half of next year. The plan also depends on WHO's
inspection progress of our second production line. On December 8th of 2020, when
we submitted the EUL certification to WHO, we also made a commitment to give
the supply to COVAX. We negotiated with COVAX throughout the EUL certification
process. On May 7, after Sinopharm CNBG's vaccine passed the WHO EUL , we
accelerated the process and arranged the production of the vaccine to COVAX.
We've built three production lines in Beijing and two production lines in Wuhan, a
total of five production lines, of which four production lines have been fully put into

operation. In the future, Sinopharm CNBG will produce 5 billion to 6 billion doses
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of vaccines annually. We will guarantee supply both globally and domestically in the
future."

LIU YANG CGTN Reporter "Experts say people infected with the coronavirus
will have antibodies after they recover, but there is still a 20% chance of being infected
again. From a scientific perspective, is it necessary to repeat vaccination or get a
booster shot?"

ZHANG YUNTAO Vice President, Sinopharm CNBG "As a matter of fact, the
phase III clinical study is less than a year old, so we do not yet have complete data
on the durability and protection of the one-year 'inactivated vaccine', but from the
fact that we tested the antibodies at 6 months, the 90-day antibody test is quite good,
maintaining a very good level of 'neutralizing antibody' activity. After 6 months, the
antibody level decreased slightly, and we thought it still had good protection. In order
to maintain a 'high titer' antibody, booster shots may be given between three to six
months. Even without the third shot, there's still some protection. After strengthening
the antibody will be more durable. Major vaccines produced by various companies
around the world are planned for booster shots in the future, of course that includes
our vaccines. According to the data from our laboratory, after the second injection,
the antibody will increase rapidly and the human body is also in a protective state.
In terms of the research on the complete immune protection of the vaccine, we are
discussing and collecting the data of booster injection. Two injections is no problem,
the body has immune memory. Assuming a person has a specific infection after

vaccination, they are still protected."
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Sinopharm signs with Bangladesh to jointly
produce COVID-19 vaccines

© CGTN/2021.08.17

Chinese pharmaceutical giant Sinopharm has signed an agreement with
Bangladesh over the co-production of COVID-19 inactivated vaccines on Tuesday.
Five million vaccines will be finished and dispensed monthly in the Bangladeshi
capital Dhaka if everything goes to plan.

The chairman of Sinopharm, Liu Jingzhen, explained the deal, "Supplying the
finished products is normal conduct but it's more expensive. Packaging and dispensing
vaccines at destination countries can reduce costs and improve productivity."

The agreement was signed between Sinopharm and Bangladeshi company
Incepta. Members, representatives and government officials from both sides joined the
signing ceremony online and offline in Beijing and Dhaka.

Bangladesh's ambassador to China, Mahbub Uz Zaman, hailed the agreement
saying "I always say a friend in need is a friend indeed. When we needed vaccines,
China came to our support. We needed vaccines for our expanded immunization
program. I'm very happy that we all work as a team. When we sit down together and
discuss all these issues, I know they have a lot of challenges. Internally, they are trying
to vaccinate their own country, but they still stretch out in spite of the challenges."

Bangladesh has been receiving Chinese doses since May. So far, Sinopharm has
supplied over 13 million inactivated vaccines to Bangladesh — another 60 million
doses are on the way.

"We are always committed to realizing President Xi's promise to push for the
vaccines to be fairly distributed as a global public good," Liu said. "This year, we are

going to supply 2 billion vaccine doses to the world. As a state company, Sinopharm
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will continue to deepen our research and improve our productivity."

Sinopharm was the first Chinese company to join COVAX, a worldwide initiative
aimed at equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines. Their production has been registered
or authorized for emergency use in 94 countries and regions.

Over 60 heads of states around the world have been inoculated with Sinopharm's

vaccine.
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Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine highly efficient

against Delta variant: Study
O BB /1 2021.07.22

Researchers from one of Sri Lanka's
leading universities, the Sri Jayewardenepura
University, have found that China's
Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine is highly
efficient against the Delta variant which

has become the dominant variant across the

world. Colombo - The vaccine was also compared to Alpha
and Beta variants as well as the original virus.

"This vaccine was found very

effective for the Delta variant as well. The antibody responses to delta variant and
neutralizing antibodies were similar to levels seen following natural infection," the
University said on its website on Monday.

According to the study, 95 per cent of individuals who received two doses of the
Sinopharm vaccine have developed antibodies similar to a naturally infected Covid-19
person, the Xinhua news agency reported.

The study showed that two doses of Sinopharm vaccine produced neutralizing
antibodies in 81.25 per cent of recipients and that these antibody levels were similar
to what would occur after surviving a natural infection of Covid-19, the Xinhua news
agency reported.

The research team included Sri Lankan scientists Prof. Neelika Malavige, head
of the Immunology and Molecular Medicine Department of the Sri Jayewardenepura
University, her colleague Dr. Chandima Jeewandara and Oxford University researchers

Prof. Graham Ogg and Prof. Alain Townsend.
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Prof. Neelika said that Sinopharm is the most used vaccine being rolled out in Sri
Lanka presently due to the availability of stocks in the country.

To date, 4.63 million people in Sri Lanka have received the first dose of
Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine, and 1.29 million others had received the second dose of
the vaccine. No single severe side effect case relevant to the vaccine has been reported.

Prof. Malavige said that this study is the first of its kind to be published in the
world and experts looked at every possible angle of the immune system from the
Sinopharm jab.

The vaccine was also compared to the Alpha and Beta variants of the virus as
well as the original virus.

"The conclusion of this report is that when it comes to Delta and other variants,
the Sinopharm vaccine induces similar levels of antibody responses as people who
have naturally been infected, Which is very good," Prof. Malavige said.

"Between the age groups of 20 to 40, 98 per cent developed antibodies while in
the age group of over 60, 93 per cent developed antibodies. This is not surprising as
older people respond less to vaccines," the Professor added.

She said this data on the Sinopharm did not turn up to the world before, and
such real-world data was important to build up vaccine confidence domestically and

internationally.
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Sinopharm vaccine provides proper protection
O WIFFBUHFK / 2021.05.06

Béla Merkely, the rector of Budapest’s Semmelweis University, said the
Sinopharm vaccine produces many hundred times the number of antibodies after two
jabs than that after someone is infected by the virus. His comment, in effect, rejected
news reports that a third dose might be needed in certain cases.

Merkely told Magyar Nemzet that according to tests conducted at the university,
Sinopharm has generally produced a much stronger immune response than that
detected in recovered patients. Even the lowest levels of antibodies measured after the
Chinese jab were on par with the immune response after recovery, he said.

At the same time, Merkely noted that the six vaccines used in Hungary were
made using diverse methods, “so no single vaccine can produce all the advantageous
effects”. The use of messenger RNA to induce an immune response against the virus’s
distinctive spike protein, as in the case of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, is a unique
method, used for the first time in the world last year, he noted.

Meanwhile, AstraZeneca, Sputnik V and Janssen are vector vaccines, using non-
infectious adenoviruses to forward information on spike proteins into the body. The
body then produces antibodies against that protein, he said. Those vaccines “cannot
be compared” to Sinopharm, which contains inactive Covid-19 viruses, and with it
multiple proteins rather than just the spike protein, Merkely said. The vaccine works

by eliciting a response to all proteins, he added.
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