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Five-flower Lake in Sunset

Renowned painter
donates collection
to hometown gallery

By WANG QIAN
wangqian2@chinadaily.com.cn

An art gallery in Shandong
recently acquired a wealth of
paintings by Liu Kuo-Sung, a
renowned painter who lives in
Taiwan.

Opened at Shandong Provin-
cial Museum on April 26, the
gallery will permanently exhibit
the masterpieces by the painter.

Known as “the father of mod-
ern ink painting’, the 81-year-
old donated a total of 81 master-
pieces to the museum, creating
thelargest collection of his work
in the world.

“I'm very glad that my work
can be on display permanently
at the largest museum of my
hometown,” said Liu, adding
that another 19 pieces will be
donated later.

An art fund worth 4 million
yuan ($625,000) supported by
Liu and the provincial govern-
ment was launched at the same
time to boost the development
of modern ink painting,

Xie Zhixiu, director of the
Shandong Cultural Relics
Bureau, said Liu’s works are
valuable cultural treasures.

“People can review his art life
through these works created at
different periods,” he added.

Xie said a research center
will also be established to hold
regular international seminars
on Liu’s artistic style and the
development of modernist ink
painting in China.

Born in 1932, Liu is a mas-
ter in combing the traditional
Chinese culture with modern
elements.

In 1949, Liu moved to Taiwan
and became a student of the Art
Department of Taiwan Normal
University two years later.

At that time, he was trained
in Chinese brush-and-ink and
Western painting techniques.

After graduation, he founded
the Fifth Moon Painting Soci-
ety with his friends, which later
became a key contemporary art
society in Taiwan.

Since 1960s, Liu has been
devoted to the innovation of the
traditional Chinese ink painting
and established a new approach
which mixes tradition with
western arts.

Inspired by Western abstrac-
tionism, he discovered mar-
bling techniques that give his
work a special texture.

He even applies ink and color
on a kind of coarse-fiber paper,
which was invented by himself
to create a white linear effect.

In 1968, Liu founded the
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Painter Liu Kuo-Sung

Institute of Chinese Ink Paint-
ing, and his ink painting inno-
vations were soon expanded
to Taiwan, Hong Kong and the
Chinese mainland.

His style later had profound
influence in Asian countries like
South Korea, Japan, Malaysia
and Singapore.

To date, Liu has been invited
by various galleries and muse-
ums across the world to hold
solo exhibitions.

In 1981, Liu exhibited two ink
masterpieces in Bejjing to mark
the establishment of the Chi-
nese Painting Institute.

Two years later, he held an
art show in the National Art
Museum of China, the first of
its kind by a Taiwan painter on
the Chinese mainland.

In 1998, Liu was invited toan
exhibition on Chinese art and

civilization at the Guggenheim
Museum in New York.

In 2007, the Palace Museum
in Beijing staged a retrospective
of his works.

His work has won a wide
range of honors and is featured
in the collections of 87 world-
renowned art galleries and
museums across the globe.

One of his masterpieces, Sun
and Moon: Floating or Sinking,

is now part of a precious collec-
tion at the British Museum. In
2011, he received the Lifetime
Achievement Award of the Chi-
nese Art and Literature Award
from the Ministry of Culture
in China.

“I have been aspiring toward
change and innovation. I hope
every painting of mine can give
people a different feeling,” he
said.
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