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Sailing Week: A display of hospitality

Editor’s note: The 3rd Qingdao Inter-
national Sailing Week takes place Aug
20 to Sept 4 in Qingdao, Shandong
province. Here, some experts and gov-
ernment officials share their ideas on
the growth of sailing in that city in
recent years and development trends
of the future.

Jacques Rogge, president, Inter-
national Olympic Committee
(I0C), since 2001

Thanks to the world-class sail-
ing facilities it built for the Olym-
pic Games, China’s capital of sail-
ing will now hold international
regattas, leaving a strong sporting
legacy for the whole community,
and for China and the rest of the
world.

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the city of
Qingdao for its Olympic Sailing
City Mayors & International Sail-
ing Summit Forum and Qingdao
International Sailing Week, and
for hosting international regat-

Jacques Rogge

tas and having such programs as
Promoting Sailing in Schools to
popularize modern sailing for all.
Furthermore, it has established
the Qingdao Olympic Sailing City
Development Association and has
joined the World Union of Olym-
pic Cities. Certainly, Qingdao will
never be the same again.

The IOC fully supports the work

that Qingdao has done to carry
on the Olympic spirit and develop
sailing.

Goran Petersson, president,
International Sailing Federation
(ISAF)

The development of the sport of
sailing in China and Qingdao will
have a positive influence on the sport
of sailing worldwide and improve it.

Qingdao has clearly shown its
interest and ability to be a venue for
high-profile events; now and in the
future.

The ability Qingdao has demon-
strated in successfully delivering big
sailing events, combined with its
larger investment plan for the city,
is one of the reasons race organizers
find it so attractive.

It has outstanding shore facili-
ties in place and, combining this
with strong backing from its politi-
cal leaders, Qingdao has created an
integrated program of investment,
infrastructure, tourism, and culture

Goran Petersson

which gives it an edge over cities bid-
ding for events based on their wind
conditions alone.

Sailing is the spirit and legacy of
Qingdao.

Xia Geng, mayor, Qingdao

As August brings in clear blue
skies and a gentle sea breeze,
we lift the curtain on the 3rd

Qingdao International Sailing
Week and welcome old and new
friends from all over the world.

Three years ago, the Olympic
Flame lit up this city and brought
us closer to our dream of becom-
ing the sailing capital of China.

Over the past three years,
evidence of the Olympic were
springing up in every corner of
the city, and the sport of sailing
has become part of our people’s
lives.

The Olympics were followed
by the Clipper Round the World
Yacht Race and the Volvo Ocean
Race, both of which stopped over
in Qingdao. We then organized
Qingdao International Sailing
Week to carry on the Olympic
culture and increase friendships
and exchanges built around sail-
ing.

I believe the seven parts of this
Sailing Week will provide even
more colorful activities. You’ll be
impressed by the exciting scenes,

Xia Geng

unique marine culture, and the
hospitality of Qingdao’s people
as well. So, let’s put all our heart
and passion into sailing and enjoy
the fun.

I'sincerely wish the 3rd Qingdao
International Sailing Week a great
success and the happiest of times
to all our friends who have joined
us here.

The Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center has put on a number of international sailing events, including the 2008 Olympic Sailing Regatta.
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Marine culture and the Olympic spirit

By XIE CHUANJIAO
AND DAI YAN

When the city of Qingdao held the
Olympic sailing event in 2008, it showed
the world a spectacular side of itself, and
it now wants to maintain that Olympic
city image by becoming the Capital of
Sailing, the mayor has said.

In fact, for the past three years,
Qingdao has made every effort to keep
the Olympic spirit alive by mobilizing
everyone to build that ‘sailing city’ image,
Mayor Xia Geng told China Daily in a
recent interview.

Qingdao now has the world’s first
Olympic sailing city museum. And, its
Olympic Sailing Center is the country’s
only seaside tourism-leisure demonstra-
tion district and has been designated a
relic protection unit.

“By using the Olympic influence and
venues we've popularized the sport of
sailing and have become a sailing popu-
larization and demonstration city for the
young,” Xia went on to explain.

Qingdao now has 28 professional sail-
ing clubs and 165 sailing schools and
clubs for young people. More than 5,000
teenagers have taken part in the city’s
sailing camps and more than 2,000 of
them have become licensed sailors.

In addition, more than 100,000 local
people have had a chance to sail and the
local government has said it will continue
to promote the sport.

“We’re looking for 300,000 people to
get involved in the sport by 2014, Xia
noted.

After the Games, in 2009, the city
established an annual international sail-
ing week to promote its own local brand
of sailing.

That same year, it played host to a
world-famous sailing event, the Vol-
vo Global Ocean Race, a real first for
Qingdao. It followed that with the world’s
largest amateur sailing event, the Clipper
Global Sailing Race, its third time to host
the event.

It also held its first International sail-
ing week, with a deliberate doft of the
hat to Germany’s Kiel Week competi-
tion, which is held annually. More than
200 sailing celebrities turned up for the
competition.

Then, in 2010, on the occasion of the
Second Qingdao International Sailing
Week, it held an Olympic Sailing City
Mayors & International Sailing Summit
where the Qingdao Declaration on the
International Sailing Sport was signed.

Jacques Rogge, the president of the
International Olympic Committee
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The sport has gotten a substantial amount ot support from the Qingdao government
in carrying the Olympic spirit forward, over the past three years.

(IOCQ), called the forum a “commend-
able initiative”

This past May, the city has again
showed the world its impressive side
when it completed the Qingdao leg of the
2011 Extreme Sailing Series.

The municipal government established
an Olympic Sailing City Development
Association as the first national manage-
ment center for the sport of sailing.

It has taken special steps to get sail-
ing and related businesses included in
Qingdao’s 12th five-year plan (2010 -
2015).

“By branding itself as a capital of sail-
ing, the city has improved its reputation
and influence around the world, and is
becoming better known,” the mayor said.

Qingdao is now a popular spot for
several important international confer-
ences, such as the annual APEC Small
and Medium Enterprise Technology
Conference and Fair, which it has already
held for three consecutive years.

Then there was the Fourth Conference
of East Asian Economic Exchange and
Promotion, held last November, and the
BRIC partner cities meeting this past May.

Thanks to its ‘sailing capital’ influence,
Qingdao has increased its international
exchanges and cooperation, and now has
57 foreign sister cities.

This year’s Sailing Week is scheduled
for August 20 to September 4, at the
Olympic Sailing Center, with the theme
“Inheriting the Olympic Heritage, Devel-
oping a Marine Economy, and Building
a Sailing City”.

Lin Zhiwei, the chairwoman of the
Qingdao Sailing Association, said they
will focus on international Olympic Sail-
ing exchanges and international matches,
with emphasis on the sailing population
and culture, sailing industry, and sailing
for youth.

There are three major sailing competi-
tions on tap: the Mayors Cup Qingdao
International Sailing Rally, the Lushang
Cup Qingdao International Sailing
Match, and the Qingdao International
OP class summer camp and Interna-
tional OP Class Boat Championship.

Two more national sailing competi-
tions that will take place at the same time
are the 2011 China Sailing Elite Race,

and the 2011 China Funboard Cham-
pionship.

Hundreds of cultural works on sail-
ing, including posters, pictures, and
brochures from some national Olympic
museums, national sailing associations,
and sailing cities with important sailing
events have sent works related to sailing
to Qingdao for the sailing week.

Goran Petersson, president of the
International Sailing Federation (ISAF),
and other prominent sailing figures have
helped selected top 10 of the cultural
works and works from Kiel Sailing Week
has won the first place.

“All the works sent here are exhibited
in Qingdao Olympic Sailing Museum
during the sailing week,” Lin said.

“We intend to have celebrity events for
our sailing weeks because they attract a
lot of attention,” Lin explained.

This year’s sailing week is expected to
have international sailing celebrities and
a celebrity talk on international coopera-
tion, cultural diversity, economic devel-
opment, and science and technology,
she added.

As if that were not enough, Qingdao
is also working on plans for a Qingdao
Cruise and Yachting Economy to give
policy support for a yachting industrial
park.

“Qingdao’s international sailing events
give us many business opportunities and
we've had a chance to put many of our
design and product ideas into effect,” said
Hou Jie, general manager of the Qingdao
Nauticstar Marine Co Ltd, in an earlier
interview with China Daily.

By 2015 the cruise and yacht industry
is expected to have more than 10 billion
yuan ($1.6 billion) in added value output.

The city already has 50-some yacht and
motorboat manufacturers, turning out
more than 10,000 sailboats and yachts
annually, with approximately 90 percent
of them sold overseas.

The largest manufacturer, Qingdao
Nauticstar, became the supplier of work-
ing boats and VIP reception boats for the
29th Olympic Games in 2008.

In November, the company will finish
work on the 16 boats competing in the
Clipper 2011-2012 Round-the-World
Yacht Race.

—
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QINGDAO INTERNATIONAL SAILING WEEK

Major Activities for the 3rd Qingdao
International Sailing Week

Date: Aug 20 to Sept 4, 2011
Main venue: Qingdao Olympic Sail-
ing Center

2011 Mayor’s Cup Qingdao Inter-
national Sailing Regatta (Weihai-
Qingdao)

2011Qingdao International Opti-
mist Sailing Camp and Optimist Sail-
ing Regatta

eInternational Olympic Sailing Cul-
ture Exchange

Exhibitions on artworks for each
Olympic Sailing Regatta and other
major international sailing events

Dialogues, interviews and sailing
challenges and salons participated by
international sailing celebrities

*Culture and Entertainment

Music Festival

Exhibition of Qingdao Sailing Pho-
tographs

*Popularizing Sailing

Activities where the general public
can experience Sailing Week

For more information, visit http://www.
qingdaoweek.com/

Sailing has become a popular sport in Qingdao,
with more than 5,000 teenagers having taken
part in its sailing camps.

CHRONOLOGY

2011

*Qingdao leg of the 2011 Extreme Sail-
ing series

*The 3rd Qingdao International Sailing
Week, Aug 20 to Sept 4

2010

*Qingdao Leg of the Clipper 2009-2010
Round-the-World Yacht Race

+2010 Qingdao International Sailing
Week

2009

+2008-2009 Volvo Ocean Race, Qing-
dao stopover

2008

*Qingdao leg of the Clipper 2007-2008
Round-the-World Yacht Race

«Sailing events of the 29th Olympic
Games

«Sailing events of the 13th Paralympic
Games

2007

*Good Luck Beijing — 2007 Qingdao
International Regatta

2006

*Qingdao leg of the Clipper 2005-2006
Round-the-World Yacht Race

*Good Luck Beijing — 2006 Qingdao
International Regatt




