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Pilot program to nurture science talent

Strong Base Plan will replace universities’ independent enrollment schemes

By XU WEI
ruwel@chinadaily.com.cn

hina has decided to encour-

age more elite students to

study science subjects as

part of broader efforts to
bolster the country’s capacity in sci-
ence and technology innovation and
ease talent bottlenecks in sectors
such as computer chip and software
design.

The Ministry of Education said on
Wednesday that it has launched a
pilot education program that will
allow 36 top universities across the
country to select high-caliber stu-
dents who excel in basic disciplines
and are willing to serve the country’s
major strategic needs.

Under the program, known as the
Strong Base Plan, the universities
will focus on enrollment in majors
such as mathematics, physics, chem-
istry, biology, history, philosophy and
the study of ancient handwriting.

It also pinpoints sectors such as
high-end computer chip production,
software, smart technologies, new
materials, advanced manufacturing
and State security as pivotal in mov-
ing the program forward.

China has been the world’s largest
importer of computer chips for the
past few years. The country import-
ed over 44.5 billion chips in the first
11 months of last year, up 32.6 per-
cent year-on-year.

In a speech delivered at an annual
ceremony in Beijing on Jan 10 that
honored distinguished scientists,
engineers and research achieve-
ments, Premier Li Keqgiang said that
the reason behind China’s lack of
competitiveness in independent
innovation was its weakness in basic
research.

He pledged stronger and more sta-
ble fiscal support and an improved
evaluation and incentive mecha-
nism so that researchers and scien-
tists could focus on their projects
without distractions.

“The expedition to explore the
unknown will not be like a walk in
the park, and we need to respect
rules and tolerate failures, so that
our researchers can roam freely and
try daringly;” he said.

The new program will replace
independent enrollment schemes
used by universities as an alternative
admission method to the national
college examination, or gaokao.

An official with the Ministry of
Education said in an online state-
ment explaining the new program
that the independent enrollment
schemes had faced a number of
problems and challenges over the
years, with some students providing
fake application materials and some
colleges failing to come up with rea-
sonable evaluation standards for
applicants.

The new program is intended to
better promote education equality
and ensure fair opportunities for
applicants and to guide high schools
to prioritize student’s all-around
training, the official said.

The program will include a host of
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new education methods. Those
enrolled in the program will be
offered top-notch conditions for
their studies, such as a mentor tutor-
ing system, higher chances of being
recommended for graduate school
and be given priority when applying
for scholarships and government-
sponsored overseas studies.

The plan also urges key State lab-
oratories, cutting-edge science cen-
ters and centers where resources
from different sectors are com-
bined in pursuit of innovation to

give the students roles in their
research.

A database for monitoring stu-
dents’ personal development will
also be established to refine the plan
and its training model.

Zhang Zhiyong, a professor with
the China Education Policy Institute
at Beijing Normal University, said
the Strong Base Plan will enable
higher education institutions to eval-
uate students in a more comprehen-
sive fashion.

He said it requires colleges to take

into account the performance of appli-
cants in their college entrance exams
as well as their independent evalua-
tions during the enrollment process.

The new program is also ground-
breaking in that it stipulates that col-
leges must explore methods such as
exams, interviews and practical
operations to test the students’ abili-
ties in analyzing and solving prob-
lems, he said.

Zhong Binglin, a member of the
National Advisory Council on Educa-
tion, said the implementation of the

Customs meets clearance target two years

By WANG QINGYUN
wangqingyun@chinadaily.com.cn

Several ministry-level depart-
ments, including those responsible
for customs, commerce and public
security, responded recently to issues
of public concern.

Simpler procedures benefit
importers and exporters

China’s customs-clearance time
shortened dramatically last year,
meeting a target set by the State
Council two years ahead of schedule,
the General Administration of Cus-
toms said on Jan 13.

The country’s import-clearance
time was reduced to 36.7 hours in
December, down 62.3 percent from
2017. Export-clearance time was
slashed to 2.6 hours, down 78.6 per-
cent from 2017.

China’s import and export firms
also saw the number of items requir-
ing customs declarations dwindle to
105, down from 229 in the past.

The authorities have simplified
clearance procedures and cut cus-
toms fees over the past two years.

In October 2018, the State Council,

China’s Cabinet, asked customs
authorities to cut the time it took to
clear goods in 2017 by half by the end
of 2021.

The country has long been com-
mitted to creating favorable condi-
tions for businesses by reducing
customs clearance time, supporting
cross-border e-commerce and pro-
moting diversification of export mar-
kets. China ranked 56th last year in
the ease of trading across borders, a
jump from 65 in 2018, according to
the World Bank’s Doing Business
2020 report.

Upgrade for outsourcing
services sector

The Ministry of Commerce and
seven other ministerial-level bodies
have issued a guideline to help the

country speed up the upgrading of
its outsourcing services industry.

The guideline, posted online on
Jan 14, said that by 2025, the indus-
try should become an important
channel for China to bring in
advanced technologies and step up
in global value chains, and it should
include more high-end digital busi-
nesses.

The guideline laid out six major
tasks for provincial authorities,
including speeding up the digitiza-
tion of outsourcing services, promot-
ing outsourcing services in key areas
such as drug research and develop-
ment, design and accounting, and
strengthening the nurturing of tal-
ent.

China offered more than $88 bil-
lion of offshore outsourcing services
in 2018, making it the second-largest
provider that year, Xian Guoyi, head
of the ministry’s Department of
Trade in Services and Commercial
Services, told a news conference on
Friday.

Xian estimated that the figure for
last year was about $95 billion, and
said that outsourcing services play
an important role in China’s efforts

to improve the quality and efficiency
of its manufacturing industry and
beef up its innovation capacity.

Pilot vehicle management
projects planned

Some provinces will carry out
three pilot reform projects for vehi-
cle management starting March 1,
the Ministry of Public Security
announced at a news conference on
Jan 14.

One aims to grant electronic certi-
fication for vehicles through an
online platform for traffic safety ser-
vices that was developed by the min-
istry and is run by local traffic police
departments, or through its smart-
phone app.

That would reduce the number of
paper certificates that vehicle own-
ers and drivers need to obtain, and
they will nolonger have to stick some
certificates on their vehicles.

The second involves the points
deduction system for driver's licens-
es and could exempt drivers who
have violated traffic laws from some
point deductions if they take part in
traffic safety courses.

The other pilot project aims to
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plan is intended to address talent
shortages in sectors of major signifi-
cance nationwide and showed col-
leges they must take the initiative to
adapt to social and economic devel-
opments.

He said the fairness of universities’
independent enrollment schemes,
rolled out 16 year ago, had long been
questioned.

“The new program has standard-
ized enrollment procedures and
establishes a stronger mechanism to
ensure fairness,” Zhong said.

early

enable parties involved in traffic
accidents to obtain reports online or
go online to see what stage the report
isat.

Financial support for rural
families in focus

The Ministry of Civil Affairs and
the National Bureau of Statistics
have issued a guideline for local
authorities to assess more accurately
the financial conditions of rural fam-
ilies to make sure those who receive
government financial support for
sustaining basic living standards are
those who really need it.

As part of the country’s efforts to
eliminate absolute poverty this year,
the guideline, publicized last week,
sets out specific indicators for assess-
ment, including a family’s income,
property and necessary expenses.

It said local authorities can also
use other indicators to determine if a
family is hiding its income or proper-
ty. For example, they can review the
family’s water, electricity, gas and
phone bills to see if they significantly
exceed those of an average family.

Xinhua contributed to this story.

Policy digest

More reform urged in
State-level new areas

The General Office of the
State Council issued a guide-
line on Friday, asking provin-
cial authorities and State
Council departments to
deepen reform of State-level
new areas.

The areas should insist on
bolstering the real economy,
speed up efforts to reform
their management systems,
and become more open and
competitive in the interna-
tional market, the guideline
said.

The authorities should
also develop the areas at a
reasonable pace and in an
environmentally  friendly
manner, and must not
expand the areas excessively,
it said.

The areas should prioritize
quality development of man-
ufacturing industry, make
breakthroughs to develop
key technologies, and nur-
ture their own main indus-
tries.

Among measures to bol-
ster those main industries,
the authorities should
encourage the areas to
upgrade traditional indus-
tries, nurture quality com-
panies and attract leading
manufacturing companies
at a faster pace.

The authorities should
support the new areas in
speeding up their develop-
ment of strategic and
emerging industries and
blockchain technologies,
and develop young, fast-
growing “gazelle” compa-
nies that are globally
competitive.

They should also introduce
major industrial projects to
the areas.

The authorities should
enhance the areas’ capacity
for technological innovation,
the guideline said, and con-
struct powerful platforms to
nurture innovation.

It also requires improve-
ment of rewards to and pro-
tection of innovation, and
lays out suggestions to
attract talent and support
startup companies.

The authorities should
improve the ways the areas
are being run, and can grant
more powers to the areas, the
guideline said, adding that
they should “foster a first-
class environment for doing
business”

Companies in the areas
should become more com-
petitive, the guideline said.
The authorities should
encourage them to resort to
advanced methods of man-
agement and follow interna-
tionally accepted trade
practices and high-end stan-
dards.

The areas should also pro-
vide more convenient proce-
dures for investment and
trade.

The authorities should
make sure the areas make
scientific development
plans and follow them
through. They should also
work on developing smart
cities and improve infra-
structure and public facili-
ties in the areas.

China began establishing
State-level new areas in the
1990s. The areas serve as
platforms for carrying out
the country’s major devel-
opment strategies and take
on important tasks to pro-
mote reform and opening-
up.

Such areas include the
Pudong New Area in Shang-
hai, the Binhai New Area in
Tianjin and the Nansha New
Area in Guangzhou.
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