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Zhuhai, a city of only 40 years in
Guangdong province, has vowed to
map out a high-quality growth plan
to embrace historic development
opportunities.

As a powerhouse on the western
bank of the Pearl River Estuary, Zhu-
hai was one of the earliest special
economic zones in China, and has
been placed at the forefront of
reform and opening-up.

According to the Zhuhai govern-
ment, the city’s GDP reached 291.5
billion yuan ($41.11 billion) in 2018.
‘With more than 3,000 internation-
al trade enterprises, the city
has ranked among China’s top 1o
for years in terms of foreign trade.

With the opening of the Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge in 2018
and the construction of the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area, Zhuhai is closer than ever
to its goal of becoming a regional
gateway and Zhuhai wants to
become a quality development
model among coastal cities, officials
said.

In recent years, Zhuhai built the
Hengqin section of the China
(Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade Zone
and the Pearl River Delta National
Innovation Demonstration Zone
and it has achieved remarkable
results.

Last year, Hengqin, which was
included as part of the China
(Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade Zone
in 2015, announced a package of pol-
icies. They included 66 measures
covering 18 areas to seek quality eco-
nomic development and broaden its
appeal to the world.

As of 2018, more than 60,000
business entities had settled down
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in Hengqin. The Hengqin FTZ saw
its GDP reach 24.4 billion yuan in
2018 with an average annual growth
rate of 29.1 percent during the past
four years.

So far, Zhuhai has established
trade relations with more than 220
countries and regions. In 2018, a
total of 3,973 new foreign-invested
enterprises were set up in the city,
an increase of 153.9 percent from
the previous year. The total foreign
investment value exceeded 15.6 bil-
lion yuan, an increase of nearly 30
percent compared with the same
period last year.

Zhubhai is prioritizing innovation.
Over the past few years, the city gov-
ernment has insisted upon boosting
innovation and creating a scientific
and technological innovation sys-
tem.

City’s aviation
industry aims to

soar to new heigh =2

The 55-kilometer-long Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge is the longest sea crossing in the world.

It is promoting the construction
of high-level universities such as the
Zhuhai Campus of Sun Yat-sen Uni-
versity, boosting scientific and tech-
nological innovation. It has also
launched plans to attract more tal-
ent from around the world.

The city also issued measures to
cultivate and introduce leading
industries, offering beneficial poli-
cies, funding, talent and land sup-
ports for the development of entire
industrial chains. Zhuhai aims to
cultivate a batch of unicorn enter-
prises — startups valued at over $1
billion — and gazelle enterprises —
high-growth companies — via its
various investment funds.

So far, Zhuhai is home to more
than 2,000 high-tech enterprises.
Many of them, such as Yunzhou-
Tech (Oceanalpha) and Naruida, are

Airshow China, held biennially in Zhuhai, is China’s largest aviation and aerospace event. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Zhuhai’s Airshow China is playing
a key role in helping the city’s avia-
tion and aerospace industry take off.

The biennial China International
Aviation and Aerospace Exhibition,
also known as Airshow China, is one
of the world’s top air shows. It was
launched in Zhuhai in 1996, one
year after Zhuhai Airport opened.

At that time, Zhuhai urgently
hoped to improve the development
environment, develop industries
and achieve prosperity by building
infrastructure. The city then
planned a series of major construc-
tion projects, including ports, rail-
ways, expressways, Lingdingyang
Bridge, power plants and water
plants.

Airshow China has witnessed
some of the country’s achievements
in the aviation and aerospace indus-
try that have been made during four
decades of reform and opening-up.

Tt also helped the city build a solid
foundation in the aviation industry.
Alarge number of high-quality avia-
tion enterprises have established
partnerships with Zhuhai, which

helps the city’s image to travel fur-
ther across the world.

In recent years, China has been
advancing the development of avia-
tion and aerospace technology in
cooperation with other countries.
Airshow China serves as an impor-
tant channel for China to communi-
cate globally with the latest
technologies.

It gives impetus for the country to
become a major player in the global
aviation and aerospace industry, an
official said.

Zhuhai hopes to take the opportu-
nity of Airshow China to highlight
how Zhuhai’s aviation and aero-
space industry was developed from
scratch. The event promotes indus-
trial transformation and upgrading
to boost innovation development in
Zhuhai, an official said.

Now Zhuhai is accelerating the
development of the Zhuhai Aviation
Industrial Park, the only one of its
kind in Guangdong province.

Since it opened in 2008, the park
has carried out a number of pilot
projects, becoming an “experimen-
tal zone” for the country’s policy
innovation.

One typical innovation is the air
service station, which was launched
in 2014..

As the first of its kind in China,
the station provides a package of
flight services from planning, intel-
ligence and meteorology to rescue.

In 2014, the first low-altitude
flight route in China — Zhuhai-
Yangjiang-Luoding — was opened.
It was considered a major break-
through in China’s low-altitude air-
space management reform.

After 11 years of development, the
park has gathered a number of
promising high-tech companies
across the whole industrial chain.
They range from research and man-
ufacturing to maintenance, opera-
tion and training.

A series of breakthroughs have
been made in Zhuhai, such as the
AG600, the world’s largest amphibi-
ous aircraft and the sensing satellite
constellation project Zhuhai-1.

Officials said the local govern-
ment is exploring more effective
ways to strengthen connections
between industrial partners and
Airshow China to drive economic
growth in Zhuhai.

set to be qualified to unicorn status.

Zhuhai has implemented meas-
ures to strengthen opening-up and
attract investment, such as provid-
ing enterprise headquarters pro-
jects with up to a 100-million-yuan
in financial assistance.

The Belt and Road Initiative and
the FTZ construction, as well as a
series of high-level international
exhibitions held in Zhuhai are
expected to bring more opportuni-
ties to the city to improve its capaci-
ty for innovations and industry
strength, officials said.

Online
Scan to read more
on cityofzhuhai.com
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Zhuhai of Guangdong province
is managing to balance its fast-
paced economic growth with sus-
tainable development, according
to the local government.

Official figures show that in the
first half of 2019, the comprehen-
sive air quality index of Zhuhai
improved by 8.3 percent year-on-
year. It ranked seventh among 168
key cities in the country, one place
higher than the same period in
2018. All of the city’s nine central-
ized drinking water sources were
qualified up to standard.

“All of these (results) come from
Zhuhai’s adherence to the concept
of ‘clear waters and lush moun-
tains are as valuable as gold and
silver, which started at the estab-
lishment of the Zhuhai Special
Economic Zone and goes through

40 YEARS OF ACHIEVEMENTS

Jiuzhou Port opened, the first
portin China combining
land and water transport.
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Zhuhai became the first Chinese city to
award outstanding scientists and
technicians with million-yuan scale awards.
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Zhuhai International Circuit,

\ the first international racing circuit
aimed at hosting Formula One in China,

Zhuhai county
was upgraded to a
prefecture-level city.

August 1980

Zhuhai was approved as
a special economic zone.

Zhuhai became the first
Chinese city to win the Dubai International
Award for Best Practices to Improve the
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made its debut in Zhuhai.
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The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge opened.
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The Guangzhou-Zhuhai intercity
railway put into full operation.
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The State Council approved plans  The China (Guangdong) Pilot Free  The State Council approved

to transform Henggin Island intoan  Trade Zone-Henggin New Area of
Zhuhai was inaugurated.

international recreation zone.
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Green focus hoped to
foster sustainability

Zhuhai’s development over the
past four decades,” said Zhang
Jingwei, director of the Zhuhai
ecology and environment bureau.

Zhuhai has long been at the
nation’s forefront for the promo-
tion of creating a better ecological
environment. It has gained many
honors from inside and outside
China for its remarkable achieve-
ments in this area.

Zhuhai was named one of the
first National Garden Cities in
1992 and won the Dubai Interna-
tional Award for Best Practices to
improve the Living Environment
by the United Nations Human Set-
tlements Programme in 1998, the
first Chinese city to win this hon-
Oor.
It was also listed among Dem-
onstration Cities and Counties of
China Ecological Civilization Con-
struction by the Ministry of Ecolo-

the overall development
plan of Henggin.
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gy and Environment in 2017.

An ecological civilization is one
based upon ecological principles
across all areas of society working
toward sustainability.

Zhuhai has made a series of
achievements in constructing eco-
logical civilization. These include
publishing the ecological environ-
ment index, assessing ecological
civilization and promoting the
GEP (gross ecosystem product)
and green development model,
which is listed as one of the key
tasks in the city’s reform.

Zhuhai is a model city for the
construction of an ecological civi-
lization in China, said Gao Shiji.
He is director of the Institute for
Resources and Environment Poli-
cies of the Development Research
Center of the State Council.

Since the establishment of the
Zhuhai Special Economic Zone,
the city has paid attention to envi-
ronmental protection and
improvements, and made long-
term efforts to realize the equal
importance of economic develop-
ment and environmental preser-
vation, Gao said.

Mangrove forests have become big tourist attraction on Qi’ao Island in Zhuhai. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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