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A Ryder Cup reunion

Best of Europe,
US set to clash
in Shanghai

By CHINA DAILY

Most of Europe’s Ryder Cup
contingent will be in Shanghai
from Oct 25-28, vying for the
year’s final World Golf Cham-
pionships title at the WGC-
HSBC Champions at Sheshan
International Golf Club.

Reigning champion Justin
Rose will have the daunting
task of defending against fellow
Team Europe entrants Paul
Casey, Tommy Fleetwood, Tyr-
rell Hatton, Rory Mcllroy, Fran-
cesco Molinari, Alex Noren,
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Thorbjorn Olesen, Henrik Sten-
son, Ian Poulter and Jon Rahm.

“It’s nice to think we will be
together again at Sheshanina
few weeks’ time; I think it
shows the strength and depth
of our team that we all now
qualify for World Golf Cham-
pionships,” said Molinari,
who became Italy’s first major
champion when he won this
year’s British Open. He then
became first golfer to win five
out of five points at the Ryder
Cup.

“Of course, this time we will
be on our own out there, try-
ing to win this important title.
‘What a lovely way that would
be to finish my year!”

The European stars will
once again square off against
the best from the US Ryder

Cup squad, including World
No 1 Dustin Johnson, reigning
US Open and US PGA champi-
on Brooks Koepka and Mas-
ters winner Patrick Reed.

Europe’s Rahm, who closed
out a memorable Ryder Cup
debut with a victory over Tiger
Woods in the singles, said:
“The Ryder Cup experience
was everything I dreamed it
would be and more. It was
such an honor to be part of the
team and I can’t wait to be
back out there playing with
these guys again.

“I think we’ll all be feeling
confident after the Ryder Cup
and looking for a strong finish
to 2018. It should be an excit-
ing week”

Competing for a prize pool
of $10 million, the star-stud-

ded field will be the strongest
gathered in Asia this year.

Organizers have planned
significant enhancements to
every aspect of the spectator
experience, including adding
virtual reality technology to
the new Lakeside area boast-
ing a spectator viewing plat-
form with premium sightlines
of the 2nd and 9th greens.

Ticket holders will also have
the opportunity to get auto-
graphs and take pictures with
the world’s best players
through complimentary entry
at the Pro-Am on Oct 24.

As part of an ongoing initia-
tive to grow golf in China, jun-
iors aged 18 years and under
will gain free admission when
accompanied by a ticketed
adult.

Lei coaching on the cutting edge

By XINHUA in Buenos Aires

As an Olympic champion
fencer, China’s Lei Sheng is
accustomed to showing no
fear when opponents come
charging at him with a rapier.

Since retiring from compe-
tition a year after he capped
his third Olympic Games with
a gold medal in Rio in 2016,
the 34-year-old Lei has dem-
onstrated the same resolve in
taking up coaching and help-
ing 17-year-old Fu Yingying
qualify for the Youth Olym-
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pics, which wrap up this week
in Buenos Aires.

After a decorated career
that includes three World Cup
titles and top-three finishes
across world and regional
championships, Lei is reveling
in his new role.

“I like coaching better than
competing,” he said. “I like
being a coach because it
requires more thinking, and
that’s interesting for me.

“Before, I used to struggle by
myself when I thought about
how to compete and win. Now

I have to prepare my athletes
for that. Maybe they don’t
understand what I mean
sometimes, but I know how to
help them”

Lei is also confident the
growing trend of training men
and women together as one
team, instead of separate
squads, will improve their
competitiveness.

“Training together helps
young athletes and women.
Men are stronger when they
train with other men, so men
training with women helps

women improve,” he said.

Another adjustment Lei
hopes to introduce to the Chi-
nese foil team is a better bal-
ance between competing and
training.

“Before, we concentrated a
lot on training and not com-
peting. We had alot of training
experience, but not much
competition experience,” he
said.

“I want to change that so my
younger athletes will have
more competitive experience
in the future”

Super Steph

Stephen Curry of the Golden State Warriors goes up for a shot against Nerlens Noel of the Okla-
homa City Thunder during Tuesday’s NBA season opener for both teams at Oracle Arena in Oakland,
California. Curry capped a game-high 32-point performance with a key three-point play with 1:46
remaining as the Warriors rolled to a 108-100 victory. EZRA SHAW / GETTY IMAGES / AFP
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