CHINADAILY Wednesday, July 11, 2018

Focus

BUSINESS 15

Meiya Picoto b

Digital forensics pr

ovider to develop

rapidly through latest technologies

By CHENG YU
and HU MEIDONG

Xiamen Meiya Pico Infor-
mation Co Ltd, China’s largest
provider of digital forensics, is
set to beef up its presence in
the information security sec-
tor by exploiting opportuni-
ties brought by the country’s
reform and opening-up.

“It is the reform and open-
ing-up that have enabled my
own self-development as well
as the success of the company;”
said Teng Da, president of Mei-
ya Pico.

Tengrecalled that right after
the beginning of the reform
and opening-up, his father
had set up a factory and man-
aged to bring him a computer,
which was rare at that time.

This novelty stoked Teng’s
initial interest in computing
technology, which also laid a
foundation for the transfor-
mation of Meiya Pico later.

Within 40 years, the Xia-
men, Fujian-based company
has morphed from a comput-
er sales firm to a digital foren-
sics and information security
company with a valuation of
more than 15 billion yuan
($2.27 billion).

“Protecting information has
become increasingly necessa-
ry, among which, crime moni-
toring and post-crime
investigations are of great
importance,” said Teng.

Driven by demand for such
services, the company has
been focusing on identifying
and extracting evidence from
digital media such as comput-
er hard drives, mobile phones
and media storage cards.

Meiya Pico has also scram-
bled to cooperate with an
array of public security
departments to help build
safety management platforms
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Sales revenue of Xiamen's
big data businesses in 2017,
up more than 100 percent
year-on-year

on a larger scale, reflecting a
broader effort by local govern-
ments to encourage the big
data-related industry.

Teng also noted that the
company is growing stronger
with the rapid development of
Xiamen and the city’s big data
industry.

Xiamen, one of the first four
special economic zones in Chi-
na, is home to the largest free
trade area of Fujian province
and has witnessed unprece-
dented development in the
past decades.

City data showed local big
data businesses generated
about 40 billion yuan in sales
revenue last year, up more

than 100 percent year-on-year,
providing a strong impetus to
companies like Meiya Pico to
expand further.

According to Wang Zhiy-
ong, head of Meiya Shang-
ding, a subsidiary of Meiya
Pico, the parent company
has helped local government
departments build nearly 50
big data market supervision
and management platforms
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across China.

Through these platforms,
local authorities and adminis-
trative units can collect data
and detect potential risks,
which greatly improves their
work efficiency.

Bringing benefits to the
society has proved to be a
fruitful exercise for the com-
pany. Its financial reports
show a revenue of more than

184 million yuan in the first
quarter of this year, up 28 per-
cent year-on-year.

It is also banking on
advanced technologies includ-
ing big data, artificial intelli-
gence or Al and cloud
computing to seek new
growth engines.

Earlier this year, it estab-
lished an AI lab to apply the
technology to digital forensics
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and information security.

The company said it would
include Al among its top prior-
ities in order to advance its
business through cutting-edge
technologies.

Industry analysts said there
is high demand for digital
forensic services from both
governments and enterprises.
So, the field still has big room
for growth.

“There is no absolute safety
in any environment and sys-
tem, and China still has a long
way to go on the road to digital
forensics,” said Ding Liping,
chairwoman of the Computer
Forensics Expert Committee
at the Chinese Institute of
Electronics.

Contact the writers at cheng-
yu@chinadaily.com.cn

Xiamen Airlines’ passenger airpla

e

nes are seen at Fuzhou Changle International Airport in Fuzhou,

Xiamen Airlines to bring Fujian,
Belt and Road economies closer

By REN XTAOJIN
and HU MEIDONG
in Fuzhou

Xiamen  Airlines  will
enhance air links with econo-
mies participating in the Chi-
na-led Belt and Road
Initiative and turn Fujian
province into a strategic point
on the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road, which is part of the
initiative, its chairman said.

“The five years that fol-
lowed the 18th National Con-
gress of the Communist Party
of China (in 2012) were the
golden period for Xiamen
Airlines,” said Che Shanglun.
“And in the next five years, we
will focus more on the con-
nectivity between Fujian and
the economies involved in the
21st Century Maritime Silk
Road”

Founded in 1984, Xiamen
Airlines is China’s first civil
aviation company to be run

like a modern corporation.
By 2010, the company’s reg-
istered capital soared from
1.2 billion yuan ($182 mil-
lion) to 5 billion yuan in
three years; and its entire
assets were valued at over 30
billion yuan.

In 2012, Xiamen Airlines
officially joined SkyTeam, an
airline alliance of 20 different
flight operators across the
world. Global connectivity to
1,024 destinations in 178
countries and  regions
ensued.

“In the five years after 2012,
Xiamen Airlines grew rapidly
in both size and business vol-
ume,” said Che. “The number
of aircraft increased from 86
t0 200 and the number of pas-
senger trips made through
Xiamen Airlines rose from 17
million to 30 million a year. It
was like we created another
Xiamen Airlines within five
years.

“The airline is the epitome
of China’s surging civil avia-
tion amid the country’s
reform and opening-up,” he
said.

The company plans to have
15 wide-body aircraft at the
end of 13th Five-Year Plan
(2016-20) and invest more on
the connectivity with econo-
mies involved in the Belt and
Road Initiative.

“We will spare no effort in
expanding our business in
Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan,
Southeast Asia, Northeast
Asia, FEurope, the United
States and Australia,” Che said.

In May, the company
announced the launch of a
direct flight from Fuzhou to
Paris from December.

“The Xiamen Special Eco-
nomic Zone is part of the rea-
son behind the successful
internationalization of Xia-
men Airlines,” said Lin Zhijie,
an aviation industry analyst
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The five years
that followed the
18th National
Congress of the
Communist
Party of China
(in 2012) were
the golden period
for Xiamen
Airlines.”

Che Shanglun, chairman

of Xiamen Airlines

and columnist at carnoc.com,
one of China’s biggest civil
aviation websites.

“There are a large number
of Xiamen business operators
going abroad, thus the local
economy is very much
export-oriented with a close
connection with the rest of
the world,” he said. “It has
also posed bigger challenges
for airlines to be more inter-
national.”

In the past three years, Xia-
men Airlines has started 10
routes connecting different
continents. It was a signifi-
cant step to further open the
city to the world, Lin said.

Xiamen Airlines plans to
have 560 aircraft in its fleet by
2035, making it one of the
most competitive flight oper-
ators in the world, according
to Che.

Contact the writers at reni-
aojin@chinadaily.com.cn

Seven-man company grows
mto $3.4b trade behemoth

By REN XTAOJIN and
HU MEIDONG in Fuzhou

Xiamen International Trade
Group started with seven peo-
ple in 1980. Gao Shaoyong,
president of ITG, said: “We
had just a couple of chairs, two
bicycles and a rented office.”

Today, Xiamen ITG com-
mands a valuation of 22.1 bil-
lion yuan ($3.35 billion).
Xiamen ITG Holding, an
A-share listed firm of the
group, has since 2017 been
among the Fortune 500 giants,
one of the four such enterpris-
es from Fujian province.

The year 1980 was key to its
flying start as Xiamen city was
designated as a special eco-
nomic zone. Ever since, ITG
grew and grew in its import-
export business spanning bulk
trade, financial services, sup-
ply chain management and
retail sectors.

As a witness of the country’s
opening-up, ITG bears testi-
mony that annual 30 percent
growth in business volume is
possible under the right cir-
cumstances.

“In Xiamen, the frontier of
China’s opening-up, ITG has
grown from a local trade com-
pany to a comprehensive busi-
ness,” Gao said.

“ITG has witnessed ups and
downs during the last four
decades,” he said, adding the
company will exploit opportu-
nities presented by the China-
led Belt and Road Initiative to
expand globally.

Toward this end, ITG has
founded a subsidiary in Sing-
apore, the world’s renowned
trade, finance and logistics
center, for export of oil prod-
ucts and to offer related
financial services.

It has also set up an arm in
New Zealand to invest in for-
est-based resources for trade
with a number of countries
like India, South Korea and
markets in Southeast Asia.

“The Belt and Road Initia-

tive covers more than 60 coun-
tries and regions with 4.6
billion population and a col-
lective GDP of $2.3 trillion,” he
said. “But its trade volume
accounts for only 25 percent of
the global amount. Their econ-
omies may not be big in size,
but are higher in growth rates.
There is big growth potential
for investors.”

Last September, when Xia-
men hosted the Ninth BRICS
Summit, leaders from Brazil,
Russia, India, China and
South Africa gathered in the
city. BRICS leaders announced
the Xiamen Declaration dur-
ing the summit, calling for
deeper cooperation among
member countries.

“We have seen a clearer path
to future upgrading and trans-
formation following the
BRICS summit,” said Xu
Xiaoxi, chairman of Xiamen
ITG Holding.

Xiamen will explore innova-
tive ways to deepen reform and
opening-up, with advanced
manufacturing and modern
service sectors as pillars of its
industry, Pei Jinjia, Party secre-
tary of Xiamen, said.

The coastal city will
strengthen cross-Straits coop-
eration and heighten relations
with Belt and Road economies
in the region, he said.

Contact the writers at renxiao-
Jin@chinadaily.com.cn

The corporate headquarters of Xiamen International Trade Group

in Xiamen, Fujian province. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY



