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The 2024 China International Confucius 
Cultural Festival is kicking o�  on Friday in 
Qufu, a county-level city in Jining, East Chi-
na’s Shandong province. 

The city is also the birthplace of Confucius, 
who was born some 2,575 years ago.

The festival, which will run until Oct 7, 
aims to better explore and showcase the con-
temporary value of Confucian culture and 
strengthen the international dissemination 
of Chinese culture.

With the theme of “Dialogue with Confu-
cius, Mutual Learning Among Civilizations”, 
this year’s event is mainly hosted by the 
Shandong provincial government, the Minis-
try of Culture and Tourism and the National 
Commission of China for UNESCO.

Over 370 guests from 36 foreign countries 
as well as China’s Hong Kong, Macao and 
Taiwan have been invited to attend the open-
ing and closing ceremonies and other main 
activities of the cultural festival.

In addition to the opening ceremony and 
the 19th UNESCO Confucius Prize for Lit-
eracy award ceremony held on the Friday eve-
ning, key events of this year’s festival include 
a memorial honoring Confucius.

The memorial ceremony will be held on 
Saturday morning in Qufu via live activities 
and online streaming, in a bid to broaden 
participation and enhance the global infl u-
ence of the event.

People from more than 60 Confucian tem-
ples, academies and institutions from both 
home and abroad, as well as some main-
stream media outlets, are paying tribute to 
Confucius online, promoting traditional Chi-
nese culture and showcasing the infl uence of 
Confucian culture worldwide.

Key platform
Over the past few years, the global online 

memorial has become an important oppor-
tunity and platform for people to learn about 

Confucius and traditional Chinese culture, 
organizers said. 

It has become a symbol of uniting Chinese 
communities, telling the Chinese story, and 
promoting exchanges and mutual learning 
among world civilizations, they noted.

As the ceremony begins, attendees will 
enter the Yangsheng Gate to attend the tem-
ple-opening rituals. The Yangsheng Gate was 
the main southern gate of Qufu in the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644), which now faces the 
Confucius Temple, a UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site. 

They then will move to the temple’s 
Dacheng Hall where the main attendees will 
present fl ower baskets to the statue of Confu-
cius. A memorial text will be read by a senior 
government oC  cial and fi nally all attendees 
will pay their respects to the ancient philoso-
pher by bowing.

The tradition of the Confucius memorial 
ceremony dates back to 478 BC. It was initially 
held once a year in autumn and changed to 

twice in spring and autumn since the Eastern 
Han Dynasty (25-220). 

The grand ceremony incorporates music 
and dance to express Confucian thought and 
culture, illustrating the signifi cance of “ritual” 
in Confucian teachings. It has evolved into 
an opportunity for Chinese people to get 
together to honor their ancestors, perform 
time-honored traditions and uphold the vir-
tues of their rich cultural heritage.

To promote traditional culture overseas, 
this year’s festival is to host the “Together 
with Friends” international event series for the 
dissemination of Chinese culture for the fi rst 
time. For example, the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism will support Shandong in collaborat-
ing with overseas Chinese cultural centers and 
tourism oC  ces to carry out a series of related 
activities that may last for months. 

The organizers also plan to publicize Chi-
nese culture and tourism in countries such as 
Germany, Serbia and Singapore, cooperating 
with overseas social media platforms to fur-

ther expand the infl uence of Chinese culture.
Additionally, internationally influential 

media platforms are organized to conduct a 
worldwide collection of photos and short vid-
eos themed “Confucius in My Eyes”, designed 
to mainly appeal to teenagers from around 
the world.

Nowadays, teenagers are a crucial group in 
promoting cross-culture exchanges. The festi-
val has also emerged as a signifi cant platform 
for teenagers to study Confucian philosophy 
and experience Confucian culture. 

By attending relevant activities during the 
festival, global teenagers can learn and inherit 
the excellent traditional Chinese culture, fur-
ther fostering exchanges and mutual learn-
ing among young students from China and 
abroad, local oC  cials said.

To support the festival, various cities and 
counties across Shandong have planned more 
than 100 cultural and tourism activities from 
Sept 15 to Oct 7. They include a Confucian 
Culture Week designed for Chinese and for-

eign students, theatrical performances and 
cultural competitions.

The Confucius cultural festival can trace 
its origins back to a special tourism activ-
ity called “Visit to the Birthplace of Confu-
cius” inaugurated in 1984. The activity was 
upgraded to an international event in 1989 
and approved by the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China and the State 
Council in 2014 to be one of the two long-
standing traditional festivals in Shandong. 

After 40 years of development and inno-
vation, the festival has had a wide-ranging 
impact at home and abroad. It was selected 
by the China National Tourism Administra-
tion as a demonstration event for Chinese 
tourism celebrations and recognized by the 
International Festival and Events Associa-
tion as one of the top 10 festivals in China 
with international infl uence.

Moreover, the festival has made signifi cant 
contributions in the fi elds of culture and edu-
cation. In 2006, for example, the event hosted 

the fi rst UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy 
awards ceremony. 

This award is aimed at recognizing out-
standing contributions in the fi eld of continu-
ing education by government organizations, 
non-governmental organizations, and indi-
viduals worldwide. It was the fi rst time that 
the United Nations named an international 
award after a Chinese fi gure, enriching the 
international connotations of the Confucius 
cultural festival and making it a highly infl u-
ential international event.

Introduction of Confucius 
Confucius, known as Kong Fuzi or Kong 

Zi in Chinese, was a renowned Chinese phi-
losopher, teacher and political figure who 
lived from 551 to 479 BC during the Spring 
and Autumn Period (770-476 BC). He was 
an educator and philosopher who founded 
Confucianism, a school of thought that  infl u-
enced later generations. He was also the fi rst 
Chinese person to set up private schools and 
enroll students from all walks of life. 

Confucian philosophy emphasizes personal 
and governmental morality, correctness of 
social relationships, justice, kindness and sin-
cerity. His teachings, collected in The Analects, 
stress the importance of family, respect for 
elders and reverence for the past. 

He believed that a harmonious society 
could be achieved through the cultivation of 
virtue and adherence to ethical principles.

Confucius held various government posi-
tions and sought to implement his ideas 
through political reform. But he spent much 
of his life traveling from state to state, o� ering 
advice to rulers and teaching his disciples. 

Although he faced many challenges and 
his ideas were not widely accepted during his 
lifetime, his infl uence grew signifi cantly after 
his death. For thousands of years, Confucius 
has been regarded as a symbol of China’s 
traditional culture, as well as the country’s 
intellectuals. His legacy endures through the 
continued study and practice of Confucian 
principles in modern times.
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During the summer break from July to August, 
Qufu in East China’s Shandong province emerged 
as one of the top study tour destinations for 
parents.

As the hometown of Confucius, the city has 
abundant historical and cultural resources 
including the famous Temple of Confucius, the 
Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong Family 
Mansion, the historical residence of the direct 
descendants of Confucius. 

Starting operations in 2019, the Confucius 
Museum is a tourism and cultural landmark 
in Qufu. It houses some 700,000 cultural relics 
including more than 300,000 historical docu-
ments of the Kong family and many artifacts used 
in Confucius memorial ceremonies. 

“Since the museum’s opening, we have been 
considering how to make the cultural heritage 
more accessible and attractive, enabling visitors 
to have a deeper understanding of Confucius and 
his wisdom,” said Yang Jinquan, deputy curator 
of the museum. 

Utilizing technologies such as virtual reality, 
the museum has set up a virtual museum online 
and o� ers interactive experiences.

Currently, on the museum’s basement fl oor is 
the immersive cultural relics digital art exhibition 
named Confucius Code. The exhibition features 
numerous cultural elements related to Confucius 
and his philosophy including The Analects, The 
Book of Songs and pictorial stones of the Han 
dynasties (206 BC-AD 220).

These elements are brought to life by various 

digital technologies and art forms, showcasing 
the essence of Confucianism and the aesthetic of 
traditional culture. 

“The exhibition is quite di� erent from those 
I’ve seen in museums before. There are no arti-
facts or guides, but it’s visually stunning and 
captivating,” said 12-year-old tourist Wang Zhiling 
from Hebei province.

The museum also organizes some 500 social 
and educational activities every year. These 
include art classes during traditional festivals, 
Confucius-themed workshops in local commu-
nities as well as educational exhibitions held 
around the country. 

“We hope to pique children’s interest in Confu-
cius in this way and better pass down our tradi-
tional culture to future generations,” Yang said. 

The museum is not the only scenic spot in Qufu 
focused on rejuvenating and promoting Confu-
cian culture, especially to teenagers. 

Local cultural authorities said they have been 
committed to exploring the connotations of Con-
fucianism and using innovative methods to assist 
its spread in modern times. 

Today, visitors to the city go beyond simply 
visiting Confucian heritage. They can watch spec-
tacular performances and shows themed around 
Confucianism, and take part in multiple tradi-
tional cultural activities including calligraphy, 
paper-cutting and seal-carving. 

Additionally, workshops on Confucian teach-
ings are held in local schools and communities 
regularly to cultivate children’s morality and 
incorporate traditional culture into residents’ 
daily lives.

Confucianism, which emphasizes tolerance, 
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The skill and practice of archery
Archery has transformed from a traditional 

skill to a popular sports activity, which can 

not only improve students’ physical fitness 

but strengthen their willpower.

The study, performance and 
appreciation of music and dance

Music remains important in modern 

education and campus culture as it helps 

students unwind and boost creativity. 

THE SIX ARTS are fundamental skills in ancient Chinese education, 
particularly valued in Confucianism. These are rites, music, archery, 
chariot driving, calligraphy and mathematics.  The philosophy behind 
the Six Arts still wields significant influence today, not only in the 
education sector but various aspects of society.

Reading and writing skills
Shu, or calligraphy, refers more to books and 

knowledge in modern education. Students 

are encouraged to read more books to train 

their mind and broaden their perspectives. 

The skill of driving a chariot
Yu, or chariot driving, is the skill 

of operating vehicles today. 

Arithmetic skills
As a basic science, mathematics is conducive to 

students’ logical thinking and problem-solving 

ability. It’s also considered the foundation 

of scientific and technological advances in 

contemporary society.
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Ceremonies, manners and 
social norms

While there is no compulsory 

course on li, or rites, nowadays, 

etiquette and courtesy are still 

crucial for personal development 

and a harmonious environment.
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integrity, coordination and harmony, is applicable 
in any era and provides valuable insights into chal-
lenges facing the world, Confucian experts said.

The city also engages in international exchanges 
and communication among di� erent cultures and 
civilizations in order to promote Confucianism 
around the world. 

Every year, two grand events — the International 
Confucius Cultural Festival and the Nishan Forum 
on World Civilizations are held in Qufu, attracting 
officials, scholars and descendants of Confucius 
from home and abroad. 

These international events have become vital 
platforms for the world to better understand China 
and foster dialogues among di� erent civilizations, 
said Liu Xubing, vice-president of the Confucius 
Research Institute of China.

Founded in Qufu in 1996, the institute has estab-
lished a research base for learning and exchanges 

between Chinese and other civilizations, as well as a 
center for Confucianism research and communica-
tion overseas and its branch in South Korea. 

It is also home to an experience base developed 
by the Confucius Institute Headquarters in 2014, 
which aims to spread Confucianism and traditional 
culture among young students worldwide. 

Spanning about 18,000 square meters, the base 
consists of two experience areas and houses more 
than 20,000 copies of Confucian classics. 

Visitors can learn about Confucius’ life story and 
thoughts as well as the global infl uence of Con-
fucianism through an array of exhibitions, while 
they are o� ered diverse cultural activities includ-
ing Chinese tea ceremony and pottery-making, 
Liu said.  

So far, the experience base has received some 
15,000 visits from the Confucius Institutes of coun-
tries involved in the Belt and Road Initiative. 

From left: A cloisonne incense burner from the Ming dynasty (1368-1644); a bronze Boyi (a type of food vessel used in sacrificial ceremonies) from the 
Zhou Dynasty (c.11th century-256 BC); a gold and silver gibbon-shaped belt buckle from the Warring States Period (475-221 BC); and a horse sculpted 
from yellow jade from the Warring States Period are among relics held by the Confucius Museum.  PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

From left: An annual celebration of Confucius’ birthday, which falls on Sept 28, is held in Qufu, Shandong province. Young people from overseas at a traditional Chinese culture 
event in Qufu show off bamboo scrolls.   PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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