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Looking ahead

Events and stories coming up in the next few days

Lancang-Mekong River cooperation meeting

The first foreign ministers’ meeting on cooperation projects related to
the Lancang-Mekong River area is scheduled to be held in Jinghong,
Yunnan province, tomorrow, according to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his Thai counterpart Don Pram-
udwinai will co-host the meeting. The Lancang-Mekong River runs
through China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.

Major conservation report set for release

The World Wide Fund for Nature China, a global conservation group,
is set to release its 2015 Living Planet Report on China tomorrow in
Beijing. The report is expected to provide the latest insights and dis-
cussions related to biodiversity decline, the human footprint and
water consumption globally and in China, providing suggestions for
local policymakers. Biodiversity declined globally by 28 percent
between 1970 and 2008 due to the over-exploitation of natural resour-
ces by human activity, the group said.

Central bank rolls out new 100-yuan notes

The People’s Bank of China is set to
issue new 100-yuan banknotes tomor-
row, according to a statement released
by the central bank. The design of the
new note will stay largely the same as
the 2005 series, but it will boast
enhanced security features, such as
those that will make it harder to coun-
terfeit and easier for machines to
read, the statement said. Last year, authorities confiscated counterfeit
money involving more than 530 million yuan ($83.2 million).

Vice-premier to visit Israel and Palestine

At the invitation of Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah and
Israeli Vice-Prime Minister Zion Silvan Shalom, Vice-Premier Wang
Yang will pay official visits to Palestine and Israel from today till Satur-
day, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

On chinadaily.com.cn

Visit for breaking news and exclusive content

Culture: Beijing airport a ‘modern world wonder near completlon’
The Beijing Daxing International
Airport is one of the “seven
wonders of the modern world
near completion’, according to a
list from British newspaper The
Guardian. The list marks the
world's top megastructures in
modern times and the capital's
Daxing airport, set to be the
world's largest, was ranked first. “From Britain to the Middle East and China,
engineers and architects are pushing the boundaries of possibility as they
strive to create the biggest and the best,” according to the newspaper.

Q&A: How did people worldwide support the War of Resistance?
This is the 18th of 30 questions related to the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression (1937-45), based on a book recent-
ly published by the Central Compilation and Translation Bureau. The book
provides a concise history of the war to help mark the 70th anniversary of
the triumph. Our website will post one question from the list every day. Visit
us for the answers.

Business: Top 10 R&D importing countries
When it comes to importing research and development, China is the top

Hot topic

Many Chinese white-
collar workers find
social networking apps
useful in their jobs.
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Companies can
use the apps to
source feed-
back, test ideas
and manage cus-
tomer services
efficiently.”

Zhu Xin, airline employee in
Xiamen, Fujian province

“Some foreign
employees in
our company
still stick to sim-
ple text messa-
ges or prefer to
use our own
communica-

tions system.”

Chen Chen, fashion designer
in Shanghai

“When it comes
to business
deals or con-
tacts, there is no
easier or faster
way to make a
connection than
via social net-
works. People
from different
places can meet
at a single point
and express

their views.”

Li Xiaolin, telecommunica-
tions manager in Wuhan, Hubei
province

Candid camera: Time to shine

Members of the Miao ethnic group wear traditional ceremonial costumes at a parade during the Lusheng Festival in Gulong village,
Guizhou province, on Nov 8. The lusheng is an ancient reed-pipe wind instrument. QIN GANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Chinese golf ditching stigma of privilege

Bai
& Ping
9 SECOND
THOUGHTS

About 10 minutes’ drive
from the Bird’s Nest National
Stadium, within walking dis-
tance of a subway station on
the north-south line and
next to an odorous garbage
treatment plant, lies one of
the few golf courses in Bei-
jing where caddies are not
required.

On weekdays, golfers toting
their own bags in carts pay
200 yuan ($31.30) for a round
on the nine-hole course dot-
ted with ponds and trees. The
game can be completed with-
in two hours and the fee is
just slightly higher than more
popular sports such as ping-
pong or badminton at nearby
stadiums, which charge on an
hourly basis.

The course attracts dozens
of golfers every day, despite
the unpleasant scent in the
air and the fact that players
sometimes have to wait for
garbage trucks to lumber
past when they cross a road
that separates the first six
holes from the rest.

But for some of the more
wealthy golfers, it may not be
their idea of a sport that is
conflated with status and
luxury. Caddie concierges are
a fixture in China and they
perform far more personal-
ized services than their peers
in the West, such as holding
a cigarette for a guest while
he strikes a ball or tolerating
his rage when he misses a
putt.

If they want to play golf
here in the city, rather than
the suburbs where most
courses are located, they
may more likely opt to play
on the adjacent 18-hole golf
course owned by the same

club and designed by a Brit-
ish former world golf cham-
pion. A round of golf on the
international-standard
course with a much nicer
environment costs eight
times more, including tips
for caddies, than on its nine-
hole sibling.

However, while it makes
more business sense to serve
arich local clientele that
often goes on a round of golf
as an all-day event, there
have been growing calls
from supporters that golf
clubs should make the game
cheaper, shorter and more
accessible to the general
public, amid a slowing econ-
omy and government crack-
downs on illegal courses as
well as golfing at public
expense.

Besides, after courses are
no longer allowed to be built
in beautiful, green surround-
ings in collaboration with
housing developers, those

built on or near less-desira-
ble sites seem to have a
stronger case when industri-
alists and researchers argue
against the popular assump-
tion that golf is threatening
the natural environment and
farmland.

As officials and many
high-profile businesspeople
try to distance themselves
from the game, which is
often linked with extrava-
gance and corruption, many
golf clubs have lowered fees
and scrapped members-only
requirements to attract more
players.

But probably nobody can
beat the course that is near
public transportation and a
dump, and provides cheap
“self-help” games for work-
ing professionals, in the race
to shed the sport’s image as a
rich man’s game.

Contact the writer at
dr.baiping @hotmail.com
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