
  At the recently concluded Guiyang 
International Big Data Expo, Guiyang 
announced it will focus on the big data 
industry, especially in the development 
of “data blocks”. 

A data block refers to the massive 
amount of information from di# erent 
sectors that are processed to drive dif-
ferent sectors, such as an improvement 
in e%  ciency for government manage-
ment.

As the latest move to develop a data 
block, Guiyang began a citywide free 
Wi-Fi project earlier this year in which 
the local government assured the pub-
lic of secure, safe and confi dential con-
nections.

This was followed by the establish-
ment of the nation’s fi rst laboratory, 
public site and trade exchange center 
for big data.

Trade at the center is expected to 
reach 200 million yuan ($32.8 million) 

by the end of this year. Guiyang is also 
planning what o%  cials call a “big data 
valley” and will host an international 
expo about big data security.

The expo, spread out over a 
60,000-square-meter area, attracted 
more than 300 well-known companies 
from China and abroad, including Hua-
wei, Alibaba, Lenovo, Google, HP and 
Microsoft.

Some leading fi gures from the Inter-
net era joining the gathering are Jack 
Ma, chairman of the Alibaba Group, 
Zhou Hongyi, chairman of the Internet 
security company Qihoo, and Terry 
Gou, chairman of Foxconn.

These people will use the accompany-
ing summit to share their views on big 
data technology and there will be an 
innovation contest to attract the best 
minds to give their innovative design 
applications of big data technology.

Zhu Wei
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What they say

“Through new-gen-
eration information 
technologies, the gov-
ernment will improve 
its ability to provide 
public service and 
build a public service 
system that features 
information sharing, 
equity, convenience and e%  ciency.”
Ma Kai, member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Com-
mittee and vice-premier

“President Xi Jinping 
once said that local 
governments should 
strike a balance be-
tween environmental 
protection and devel-
opment and choose to 
develop industries that 
suit the local condi-
tions. Guizhou has made a good choice by 
developing the big data industry and the IT 
industry.”
Zhao Kezhi, Party chief of Guizhou province

“The province will 
seize the opportuni-
ties brought by the 
country’s strategy of 
developing the big 
data industry and 
seek to maximize the 
e# ects of the industry 
in promoting eco-
nomic, administrative 
and social development.”
Chen Min’er, governor of Guizhou province

“Aside from attracting 
big names, we are cre-
ating a more friendly 
environment for 
startups. This will be 
a signifi cant reason 
for the big data sector 
to stay healthy and 
competitive here.” 
Chen Gang, Party chief of Guiyang

“The world is chang-
ing dramatically; I 
believe the next 30 
years will be most 
exciting in the history 
of human society. The 
transformation from 
information technolo-
gy to data technology 
marks a new era.”
Jack Ma, chairman of the board of Alibaba Group

“The Internet can 
be considered a new 
information resource, 
playing the same role 
as steam power and 
electricity during 
the fi rst and second 
industrial revolu-
tions. The strategy of 
‘Internet Plus’, referring to the integration of 
the IT industry with traditional industries, 
shows how this new resource as a power 
triggers the infusion of the old and the new.”
Ma Huateng, chairman of the board and CEO of Tencent

“Every great discovery 
is the result of global 
cooperation among 
nations. This is our 
initiative and reason 
to form an interna-
tional big data alli-
ance, to better discuss 
and establish stan-
dards to solve problems in the future.”
Edward Tian, chairman of AsiaInfo

China to extract value from big data
By XINHUA

China attaches great signifi cance to 
big data and will roll out measures to 
encourage IT-related entrepreneurship 
and innovation, according to a message 
from Premier Li Keqiang.

The premier left the message for the 
Big Data Expo, which opened from May 
26 to 29 in Guiyang, capital of south-
west China’s Guizhou province.

“Data can be seen as basic resources 
and an important productive force. Big 
data, combined with cloud computing 
and the Internet of Things, is changing 
ways of production and living rapidly 
and thoroughly,” said Li in the message.

As the world’s most populous country, 
China has accumulated an ocean of data 
from a huge amount of digital devices, 
said the premier, adding that the data 
could generate great value.

“China is mulling over an action plan 
to boost big data-based innovation in 
search of better solutions to government 
decision-making, transport, medical 
care and education,” said Li.

The Big Data Expo is the fi rst of its 
kind worldwide.

Guiyang’s new path a big chance to shine
The Big Data Expo attracted experts 

and scholars to write about the future 
of big data, as well as that of Guiyang. 
Below are excerpts from some online 
commentaries: 

Guiyang ,  Guizhou province , 
announced at the Guiyang Interna-
tional Big Data Expo 2015 that the big 
data industry will be the helm for the 
city’s economic growth.

Big data is a major focus of the Inter-
net Plus strategy introduced by Premier 
Li Keqiang, which calls for the integra-
tion of high-tech companies with tradi-
tional industries. 

Big data industry’s share of China’s 
service market is expected to reach 
$617 million in 2016, according to the 
Internet Data Center, which also noted 
that the scale of the Chinese market 
will mean greater space for the develop-
ment of the big data industry.

Deng Haijian

Guiyang plans to become a “big data 
valley” and already has many ground-
breaking achievements in the fi eld. 

With a range of bold moves, the city 
has started a “big data revolution”. The 
rise of big data related industries in 
Guiyang has created a solid foundation 
for the development of the big data 
industry in China.

The city’s big data initiative also has 
fueled its industrial reform and stimu-
lated economic growth.  

Wu Xiaodong

The relatively undeveloped city of 
Guiyang is hoping to stand out with 
its development of big data business.

In Premier Li Keqiang’s congratula-

tory message to the Guiyang Inter-
national Big Data Expo 2015, which 
opened on May 26, he said, “Data 
can be seen as basic resources and an 
important productive force.” 

The city sees big data as a decisive 
choice in economic growth and eco-
logical protection and a way to take 
the lead in urbanization by using it 

to solve problems in tra%  c, food and 
healthcare. 

The city has already established pref-
erential policies for big data entrepre-
neurs and has the resources to attract 
top companies with new projects. 

Examples include JD.com, one of 
China’s largest B2C online retailers; 
CBC, an investment company in the 
telecommunications, media and tech-
nology sectors; Infobird, a leading 
call center and cloud computing ser-
vice provider; and Alibaba, a Chinese 
e-commerce company. 

Chuan Chang

Big data is now one of the most valu-
able treasures. To some extent, big data 
is the future. In recent years, Guiyang 
has been using big data to upgrade its 
industries and restructure its govern-
ment services for the  benefi t of the 
general public.

Wang Ping

The Guiyang International Big Data 
Expo 2015 announced China’s Big Data-
Guiyang Manifesto on March 26 as 
part of an even larger e# ort under the 
Internet Plus strategy.

The manifesto gives the answers to the 
future direction of big data security and 
development in the era of Internet Plus.

 Er Dong

OPINION LINE

The Big Data Expo attracts government o�  cials, leading fi gures from the IT industry and more than 300 well-known companies 
from China and abroad.  WU WEIDI / FOR CHINA DAILY

Exhibitors at the Big Data Expo on May 26. The three-day expo brings to Guiyang 
heated discussions on today’s new information technologies.  
OU DONGQU / XINHUA

China’s big data valley welcomes new age of block data

Data expo gets the attention of millions
The Guiyang International Big Data 

Expo 2015 attracted millions of Inter-
net visitors on opening day.

It is the fi rst exposition of its kind 
in the world and one part of the city’s 
plan for its big data industry and quest 
to blend capital, better technologies 
and human resources. 

The city has put a lot of e# ort into 
its big data industry by connecting 
data, information and networks in 
its response to President Xi Jinping’s 
Belt and Road Initiative, which he 
announced in 2013 to revive old trade 
routes across Asia, Africa and Europe.

In joining the e# ort, Premier Li Ke-
qiang sent a message to Guiyang and 
the Big Data Expo on May 26.

At the two sessions in Beijing this 
March, Li articulated the importance 
of big data in his Internet Plus strategy, 
which combines the mobile Internet, 
cloud computing, big data, the Inter-
net of Things and manufacturing to 
encourage e-commerce, industrial net-
works and Internet banking.

He said the current economic land-
scape has “a favorable wind that can 
carry the Chinese economy to a higher 
level”. 

Shortly after Li’s announcement, 
Guiyang officials vowed to use the 
Internet Plus strategy to focus on the 
big data industry. 

Internet Plus’ purpose is to help 
Internet companies go global and, as 
the world’s most populous country, 
China has an ocean of data from many 
digital devices. 

Big data has reformed the city’s 
industrial structure and generated a 
new business model involving big data 
that can help factories, supermarkets 
and data workshops for trade, analyses 
and exchanges. 

The region’s preferential policies 
and its pristine environment have 
attracted entrepreneurs from China 
and abroad.

The city began taking the lead ear-
lier this year by starting a citywide free 
Wi-Fi project. 

Officials followed that with the 
opening of the nation’s fi rst big data 
laboratory, a big data public site, big 
data exchange center and many more 
service providers in cloud computing, 
call centers, data processing and social 
data analysis.

Wang Ping

Visitors at a cloud-computing booth on the fi rst day of the expo.
OU DONGQU / XINHUA




