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CHENGDU FORTUNE
oftware park a magnet for IT firms

Youngsters realize entrepreneurial
dreams in the southwestern city

By ZHENG YANGPENG
in Beijing
and LI'YU in Chengdu

More than 80 millions
users! This is what Gu Rui and
his “camera360” achieved in
just two years.

Over the past few years,
Camera360, a camera appli-
cation for the Android system

that enable users to
TECH adjust and improve
~ photos taken with
their mobile phones, has
grown to be China’s most
popular camera application.

More than 60 percent of
camera360’s users are in
China, according to Gu, chief
marketing officer of Pinguo
Digital Entertainment, the
company that originated the
product. Based on the number
of smartphone users in China
— 330 million by the third
quarter of 2012 — around 15
percent of China’s smartphone
users have installed the appli-
cation on their phones.

What is much less known
is the birthplace of the cam-
era360 and Pinguo — Cheng-
du. But to Gu and many other
young people who aspired to
launch ventures in the digital
age, the southwestern metrop-
olis has increasingly become a
magnet for them.

Like Gu, Li Cheng, a tech-
nology enthusiast who has
years of experience in the
IT business, also realized his
entrepreneurial dream in
Chengdu.

After the failure of his first
venture, Li left Shanghai for
Chengdu. His first venture in

Chengdu is a cloud comput-
ing system that provides data
storage services to enterprises.
Combining the hardware of
a Taiwan company with the
software developed by his own
team, they managed to offer
enterprises a service that was
cheaper than that provided by
cloud storage service giants
such as IBM and HP.

The service turned out to be
abig success and laid the foun-
dations for Li’s second adven-
ture. The first adventure con-
vinced Li that cloud comput-
ing storage has great potential,
but to convince ordinary users
to turn to the service, service
providers have to overcome
security and privacy issues.

This idea is the basis for the
birth of xcloud, an application
that converts personal com-
puters into personal data stor-
age devices.

But Li was not the only per-
son to come up with this idea.
When the beta version of the
xcloud went online in June
2012, Li found eight similar
pieces of software in existence.

Under great pressure, he
and his colleagues improved
the software to make it more
user-friendly. When the
second version came out in
August, the global number
of users jumped from a few
thousand to 100,000. By last
October, xcloud had a million
users.

Besides collecting fees from
iOS users, mostly in Europe
and the United States, Li’s
software could also gener-
ate a profit from allowing a
network-attached storage

(NAS) hardware producer to
pre-install his software in their
NAS.

“When household users use
our product for a while, they
realize it is much more eco-
nomical to use NAS instead
of PC. Then they turn to NAS.
This is why NAS producers

would pay us;” Li said.

Linoted that one of the con-
venience aspects of being in
Tianfu Software Park s that he
can exchange ideas with other
start-ups gathered there.

The park routinely holds
seminars and offers a low-cost
coffee bar for their gatherings.
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For example, by exchanging
ideas with people from cam-
era application companies, Li
said he would develop xcloud
in a way that enables users to
store pictures taken with their
smartphones in their PCs.

Gu said though the entre-
preneurial atmosphere in

Gu Rui, chief marketing officer
of Pinguo Digital Entertainment

Left: Gu’s firm has developed
Camera360, a very popular
Android system application.

Chengdu is not as strong
as in China’ first-tier cities,
and financing firms are not
as accessible as in Beijing or
Shanghai, an enabling envi-
ronment for technology start-
ups, especially in the mobile
Internet sector, has rapidly
taken shape over the past two

to three years in Chengdu.

Another attractive feature
for Gu and Li’s companies is
Chengdu’s relatively lower
labor costs, which Gu esti-
mated to be only half of that
of Beijing, Shanghai and Shen-
zhen.

“Those first-tier cities do
have greater access to high-
end talents but because of the
intense competition there,
highly skilled employees are
more likely to switch jobs fre-
quently. Here we have a much
lower turnover rate,” Gu said.

Both Gu and Li said they
are grateful for the park’s effort
to organize a collective hir-
ing program. Their companies
could join the campus recruit-
ing as well as flying to Beijing,
Shanghai and Shenzhen to
hire employees. Organizing
their own campus hiring cam-
paign separately could cost
them much more money.

Gu said the biggest chal-
lenge for his company is to
transfer the Camera360 from
a “tool” to a “platform” that
helps its users manage their
photo albums and share the
photos with others, much
like the function of instagram
from the US.

“By shifting from a tool to a
platform, we can add a social
networking dimension to the
application and increase users’
loyalty,” Gu said.

With these talented and
devoted people and an
enabling environment, who
could deny Gu would not cre-
ate another instagram and
the possibility of Chengdu
becoming the next Silicon
Valley?

Contact the writers at zheng-
yangpeng@chinadaily.com.cn
and liyu@chinadaily.com.cn
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Central Park - liEiF

I0: 14160 134sqm, Zhedrooms

¥ 1,000
phase |Il, duplex, high ceiling. garden view

Beijing Yintai Centre - LB HED [

10 38646 133sqm, 1bedrooms

¥ 25,000

Hotline: 010-8458-5667/5267 / 13701080877 —
Website: beijing.joannarealestate.com.cn
E-mail: joanna@joannarealestate.com.cn

Palm Springs - EHIR

10: 50685 180sqm, Sbedrooms
high floor, kake view, big balcony

¥27,000

Park Avenue -

LEXE

ID: 8135 173sqm, 3bedmooms. ¥ 22, 000
nice: balcony, garden view, modem fumiture

RERRT

Gemini Grove -

¥ 50,000

1D 12518 210sqm, 3bedrooms

penm.pse south facing, nice balcony

Tigh floor, garden view, modem fumiture

\"‘I':.llﬁ

Iox 51& 245sGm, 3+1bwwns V_M.III!

VILLA FOR RENT

ID: 9123 47Tsqm,

Yosemite - ﬂ\'.LLI-'!!i!

FilEE

Beijing Riviera -

10: 9565 570sgm, ¥ 50,000

¥ 60,000

1D: 5360 4D6sqm, ¥45,000

type C, detached, big garden and temace

type B2, nice garden, value for money

type B, phase Il detached, big garden

JREFI Al EFFHE “PNFFERRSE" .
RRERS, TBRIEE=AH AR HE =

&iflfhk : 137 0108 0877

HNT™EANFRERERZEHRS, RAAERS. ARTERS

E-mail:

@

28r.  132sgm south facing ¥ 20,000
3Br. 148sgm high floor ¥ 23,000
3Br, 1BOsqm south facing ¥ 26,000
4Br.  265sgm garden view ¥ 40,000
4Br.  320sqm high floor ¥ 45,000
Central Park - §i8BER&(I11) @
2Br.  140sgm garden view ¥ 21,000
3Br.  171sgm south facing W 28,000
38r.  188sgm high floor ¥ 30,000
3+18r.220sqm good view ¥ 35,000
Central Park - Sis@ER(1V) (-]
28r.  138sgm garden view ¥ 22,000
3Br. 1BBsgm speciaiofior ¥ 35000 ¥ 32,000
48r.  264sgm south facing ¥ 42,000
4Br.  286sgm good view ¥ 45,000

Global Trade Mansion - # S EfR

28r.  176sgm duplex ¥ 18,000
3Br.  180sgm good view ¥ 20,000
3Br.  259sqm garden view ¥ 23,000
3Br.  267sgm high floor ¥ 25,000
Fortune Plaza - B0

2Br.  140sqm middle floor ¥ 15,000
38r.  167sgm high floor ¥ 18,000
3Br.  205s5qgm good view ¥ 23,000

CBD Private Castle - B —2

28r.  150sgm middle floor ¥ 16,000
3Br.  170sqm high floor ¥ 19,000
38r.  230sgm good view ¥ 22,000
4Br.  390sgm good furniture ¥ 42,000
Xanadu Apartment - jEEEEE

1+1Br.110sqm CCTV view ¥ 14,000
2+1Br.175sgm south facing ¥ 23,000

China Center Place - 3£l g

28r.  140sqm middle floor ¥ 15,000
3Br.  211sgqm high floor ¥ 23,000
Gemdale Int’'l Garden - @ ERFEE
28r. 148sqm middle floor ¥ 15,000
3Br. 200sgm south facing ¥ 23,000

[ SealtanAees |
GuangCal Int'l Apartment - S5 BRE 4K

3Br. 217sqm good view ¥ 23,000
4Br, 270sqm high Nloor ¥ 32,000
SanlitunSOHO - =B ESOHO [-]
2Br.  147sqm middie floor ¥ 18,000
3@r. 2095gm high floor ¥ 28,000
38r.  250sqgm middle floor ¥ 30,000
ABr. 4B83sgm penthouse ¥ 70,000
imao intemational Center - 1S ERFS:
studio&4sqm high floor ¥ 11,000
18r. 108sgm middie floor ¥ 15,000
1+1Br.138sqm garden view ¥ 22,000
Joy court - T= 0
18r. 110sqm duplex ¥ 15,000
3Br. 220sgm south facing ¥ 32,000

Upper East Side - B# LR &
38r. 160sqm high floor ¥ 14,

28r.  190sqm south facing ¥ 17,000
4Br.  24Bzqm high floor ¥ 23 000
48r.  270sqm garden view ¥ 25,

Upper East Side{ /il - nﬂﬂmi:ﬁﬁ]]o
38r.  206sgm middle floor ¥ 21,000
3+18r.245sqm 1stfioor, nice garden ¥ 35,000
Upper East Side(lV ) - FE L L3

28r.  165sgm high floor ¥ 16,000
38r.  200sqgm middle floor ¥ 23,000
ABr.  280sqm good view ¥ 30.000
Richmond Park - fE#f M

28r.  121sqm middle floor ¥ 12,000
3Br. 1BOsgm good view ¥ 16,000
3Br.  217sgm south facing % 25,000
4Br. 330:gm penthouse ¥ 35,000
Richmond Park - 305558

3Br.  168sqm high floor ¥ 16,000
3Br. 188sgm garden view ¥ 18,000
3Br. 289sgm hig balcony ¥ 30,000

An American in China, Fluent in English.
Living in Beijing for 7 years. Call me to find your IDEAL home!
Call me right now... don't hesitate. Justcall. | won't bite!
+86- 135 0135 8971 (Steven H. Kuo)

steven.kuo@joannarealestate.com.cn

T TR | Oy Sorder - W
—_———— | 4Br.B  3B5sqm specaloffer ¥ 35000 ¥ 28,000
8 Y4
United Apartment - USEEFB 4 bl it L onteod It 0
26 ;ggmm :'S“h 2“’“ : ;g-g SBr.H 600sqm biggarden ¥ 45,000
13 sgm high floar | Rits Garden - i R7EE
4Br.  230sqm highfloor ¥ 22,000 | 4Br.  410sqm nice garden ¥ 40,000
Chevalier - O3 4B 450sqm big garden ¥ 45,000
38r. 220sqm garden view ¥ 22,000 | 5Br.  500sqm full furniture ¥ 50,000
4Br.  290sqm high floar ¥ 25,000 ﬂus‘ra"an Garden - E
Mixion Residence - 7L 88C - 50sqm 400sqm garden ¥ 38,000
5005 m nice garden ¥ 55,000
18r.  110sgm big terrace ¥ 13,000
; L-ﬂ GRANDE VILLA - X F
Abe.  160sqr good yiew ¥ 25000 | 45 275sqmnicegarden ¥ 20,000
38r.  206sqm high floor ¥ 27,000 | 45, 375sqm full furniture ¥ 28,000
3B, 254sqm middle floor ¥ 32,000 | 58 600sqm big terrace ¥ 50,000
Four Seasons - MEHER e R
3Br. 265sqm good view ¥ 48,000
3B8r. 317sqgm middle floor ¥ 55,000 Beijing Riviera - FIEE -
Beijing SOHO Residences - SOHOJLIAR | 48r. A 403sqm big garden ¥ 42,000
2Br.  220sqm middie floor ¥ 26,000 | 4Br.B 406sgm detached ¥ 45,000
3+1Br. 296sqm high floor ¥ 45,000 | 4Br.C 294sgm nice garden ¥ 40,000
3Br. £ 240sqm modern furmiture ¥ 32,000
Lane Bridge Villa - £ &##f
3Br.  296sgm nice garden ¥ 30,000
?za;q:;::r:"gaeaﬁ ¥ 16,000 ‘ger' 32" = big a;ie" ¥ 3000
. e o rchid Garden - Bt
3Br, 150sgm garden view ¥ 17,000 | 48r.  270sgm nice garden ¥ 30,000
;B[;MiEGSﬁgﬁaAﬂenvm ¥ 33,000 dgr 30“(;:‘"“”'3 g.g:ﬂ:n ¥ :;%Dﬁl
S 4Br qm specaloffer ¥ 40000 ¥ 35,
3Br.  230sqm high floor ¥ 22,000 | Grand Hills - XALE -]
3Br. 245sqm good view ¥ 23,000 | 4Br.C iﬂimm h:s garden : 60,000
Br. 303sqm south facing ¥ 32,000 | 9Br.K 480sgm nice garden 55,000
SBr.E B677sqm big garden ¥ 80,000
POP MOMA - Zi{EMOMA Quan Fa Garden - 8 £ %8
38r. 210sgm so.uth facing ¥ 25000 | gn. 230sgm big garden ¥ 23,000
4Br.  276sqm middle floor ¥ 35000 | sgr.  700sqm nice garden ¥ 40,000
R
Greenlake Place - MIERRE 4 Yosemite - {1y 3@ o
38r. 1B0sgm nice furniture ¥ 16,000 | 48r. B1 498sqm detached ¥ 48,000
4Br,  205s5qm high foor ¥ 20,000 | 48r. B2 570sqm nice garden ¥ 55,000
ABr.  260sgm middle floor ¥ 25000 | 4Br. B6 508sqm big garden ¥ 53,000
4Br.  29Bsqm garden view ¥ 30,000 ::f Eg ;;:ﬂlm Eiﬁt' !-‘:’9" : g;g
Palm Springs - . sqm big garden
prings - ER#R - Beijing Eurovillage - B#E
2Br. 13Bsgm south facing ¥ 15,000 x
- 4Br. 252sqm big garden ¥ 25,000
3pry 180sqm high ﬁn.or ¥ 23,000 ABr. 280%gm nice garden ¥ 27,000
3Br.  225sgm good view ¥ 28000 | | o Leman Lake Villa - SRR
3Br. 230sqm high floor ¥ 30,000 | g@r & 6825qm big garden ¥ 50,000
4B, 370sqm good view ¥ 55000 | sgr.8 S578sqm big garden ¥ 45,000
Park Avenue - £ EXil 4Br.C  516sqm 100sqm garden ¥ 40,000
3Bs.  170sgm nice baleony ¥ 20,000 | 3Br.F Zaéwm_{ull furniture ¥ 20,000
3Br. 193sgm high floor ¥ 22,000 | Capital Paradise - 2885
3Br. 256sgm park view ¥ 33,000 | 38 153sqm semi-detached ¥ 13,000
3+18r,2125qm high floor ¥ 28,000 | 3B 196sqm nice garden ¥ 17,000
48r.  229sqm detached ¥ 23,000
48r. 280sgm T0sqm garden ¥ 38,000 -
River Garden Villa - #8 iER @
4Bsr.  370sgm park view ¥ 45,000 3|r. A 2003qm 20sqmgarden ¥ 25,000
Oceanwide Int'l Residential District - Z%EBE | spr. 6 247sqm big garden ¥ 32,000
3Br.  1BSsqm spacious layout ¥ 17,000 | 3aBeC 260:qm nice garden ¥ 35,000
4Br.  245sqm high floor ¥ 24,000 | Dragon Bay Villa - MBI
4B8r.  300sqm high floor % 35000 | 4Br 350sgm noe gaden ¥ 30,000
Beijing Golf Palace - 1§ R 24 4Br 400sqm biggoen ¥ 40,000
3Br. 270sqm south facing ¥ 33,000 | 48 500sqm big garden ¥ 45,000
4Br.  310sqm high floor ¥ 45,000 | Roseand Ginkgo Vills - AR
Boya Garden - TiE ABr. 350sgm big garden ¥ 34,000
267, 1355qm good view ¥ 12,000 | “Br-  4D0sqm hosury decoration ¥ 42,000
3Br.  170sgm middle floor ¥ 15,000
4Br. 228sqm high floor ¥ 22,000
Star River - BiEM
3+1Br, 2565gm nice garden ¥ 26,000
4Bsr.  280sqm 1st. big garden ¥ 31,000
Victoria Gardens - i SF|T
2Br.  156sqm south facing ¥ 18,000 ¥ 30,000
4Br. 230sqm nice balcony ¥ 26,000 K"WWW m*ls’i
Park Apartment - RS EE o 2sqm 5,000
3+18r. 2455gm middle floor ¥ 30,000
3+1Br. 265sqm big balcony ¥ 32,000 &5
Parkview Tower - il E E
2Br.  164sgm big balcony ¥ 14,000
W 201sqm high floor ¥ 18,000 E’, 7
Alry way Aro F
Chateau Regalia - BBER Scan for more properties
4Br.  323sgm viscount ¥ 32,000 nfo 3
SBr, 465sgm earl ¥ 40,000 & IateSt L muon!




