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River 
crossing: More 
than 3,500 
swimmers 
from China and 
overseas cross 
the Yangtze 
River in Wuhan, 
Hubei province, 
on July 16, as 
part of the 
city’s 42nd 
international 
swimming 
festival. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY 

Beach invader: Children play with seaweed at Shilaoren 
Bathing Beach in Qingdao, Shandong province, on July 20. 
Workers at the beach have used more than 10 excavators to 
deal with the marine algae.
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Making history: Fu Suqing with her great-great granddaughter, 
who is less than 6 months old. Fu turned 116 years old on July 
19, which could make her the world’s oldest woman.
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Shakespeare meets China: Ambassador Liu Xiaoming and his wife Hu 
Pinghua with Chinese and British actors at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 
in London on July 20. The National Theatre of China presents their 
production of Richard III at the theater.
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Sweet festival: A baby plays with a melon during the 12th Xinjiang 
Hami Melon Festival, which started on July 20, in the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region. More than 150 di< erent varieties of 
Hami melon are on display, and 20 metric tons of the region’s 
distinctive sweet melons were available for visitors to taste.

By HAO NAN
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APP-China, a leading paper manu-
facturer, was selected as a national 
role model for emissions reduction at 
the China Summit on Caring for Cli-
mate held in Beijing on Wednesday.

“This is one of the best recognitions 
for our e� orts made during the imple-
mentation of a sustainable develop-
ment strategy,” said Zhai Jingli, dep-
uty CEO of the company.

The practices of APP-China and 
other model companies in environ-
mental protection will be compiled 
into a report that will be submitted by 
the United Nations Global Compact to 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Paris in December.

A warmup for the climate change 
conference, this year’s summit, orga-
nized primarily by the Global Com-
pact Network China, aimed to show-
case tangible actions and achieve-
ments by Chinese governments, 
companies and regions in handling 
climate change and achieving sustain-
able development. 

Zhai said papermaking has faced 
challenges of high resource and ener-
gy consumption and high pollution. 

“Many people believe the paper 
industry runs counter to environmen-

tal protection, and this award helped 
us prove that the industry can also 
realize green development,” she said.

“Nowadays, grim challenges 
brought about by climate change 
can no longer be ignored, so a green 
and low-carbon development strat-
egy should be implemented and pro-
moted as a top priority by Chinese 
companies and governments at all 
levels,” she added. 

For example, Teguh Ganda Wijaya, 
chairman of the Asia Pulp and Paper 
Group, attended last year’s United 
Nations Climate Summit in New York, 
during which he signed an anti-defor-
estation pledge, together with a group 
of government, nongovernment and 
corporate representatives, to protect 
the world’s forests and cope with cli-
mate change, Zhai said.

APP-China has considered its “plan-
tation-pulp-paper integration” a core 
business concept for more than two 
decades to realize sustainable opera-
tions in China and uses plantations 
to supply the primary raw materials 
to its subsidiaries. 

The company has 300,000 hectares 
of plantations in China, which can 
capture 8 million metric tons of car-
bon dioxide each year and store 2.17 
million tons of carbon.

APP-China also values invest-
ments in environment protection 
technologies and related equipment 
to improve management of water 
resources and energy and control pol-
luting gases and solid waste.

As of this year, the company has 
invested more than 8.4 billion yuan 
($1.35 billion; 1.24 billion euros) to 
build environmental protection facili-
ties. Its energy consumption and emis-
sions are now both “far better than the 
national standards”, Zhai said.

Last year, it initiated the largest 
photovoltaic project in the pulp and 

paper industry, with a total invest-
ment of nearly 2 billion yuan, which 
will cover its eight plants in Jiang-
su and Hainan provinces and the 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region. 

The project requires 4 million 
square meters — an equivalent to 560 
football fi elds — of solar photovoltaic 
panels and would realize an annual 

power output of 200 million kilowatt 
hours when completed. 

Compared with a thermal power 
plant with the same generating capac-
ity, it can annually save nearly 80,000 
tons of coal and reduce 300,000 tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions and 
17,000 tons of sulfur dioxide emis-
sions. 
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Zhai Jingling (second left), deputy CEO of APP-China, receives an award on behalf of the company for its achievements in 
reducing emissions from Wang Zhongyu (center), chairman of the China Enterprise Directors Association.

Leading papermaker recognized for emissions reductions


