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World Citi

China strives to
promote sustainable
urban development
around the world

By YUAN SHENGGAO

China will push forward with
people-centered new urbanization,
and is willing to share solutions and
experience with other countries to
jointly promote sustainable devel-
opment of global cities, a senior
Chinese government official said at
the award ceremony of the Global
Award for Sustainable Develop-
ment in Cities (Shanghai Award) on
Saturday.

The award ceremony was part of
the China Observance of 2023 World
Cities Day being held in Shanghai.
The event was jointly sponsored by
the Ministry of Housing and Urban-
Rural Development, the Shanghai
municipal government and the
United Nations Human Settlements
Programme, or UN-Habitat.

Shanghai hosted the global
launch of the first World Cities Day
in 2014 Over the following decade, a
variety of events were held in China
each year to mark World Cities Day.

This year’s event focuses on
exchanging and showcasing poli-
cies, experience and practices of cit-
ies in China and other countries in
implementing the United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and global development
initiatives, promoting sustainable
urban development and improving
the environment.

The event includes an opening
ceremony, more than 20 subforums
and parallel events, two exhibitions,
and city tours. Among the forums
are the World Cities Day Forum, the
International Forum on Green and
Low-Carbon Building Technolo-
gies, and the Forum on Urban Envi-
ronmental Management and Water
Environment Sustainability.

Chen Jining, secretary of the CPC
Shanghai Municipal Committee,
spoke at the opening ceremony. The
official said that Shanghai would
adhere to the path of urban devel-
opment with Chinese characteris-
tics to accelerate the
transformation of the development
of the megacity and make greater
strides in developing the city for its
people.

Shanghai will enhance its func-
tions, including promoting the
development of the “five centers”
and strengthening the “four major
functions”, aiming to accelerate the
green and low-carbon transforma-
tion, and realize the harmonious
coexistence of man and nature, he
said.

The “five centers” refer to the
financial center, trade center, inno-
vation center, consumer center and
globalization center that Shanghai
is developing. And the “four major
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functions” refer to allocating global
resources, initiating technological
innovation, leading development of
high-end industries and opening up
as a hub.

Efforts would be made to
improve the effectiveness of urban
governance, and to make Shanghai
an example of urban modernization
and sustainable development, he
added.

Ni Hong, minister of housing and
urban-rural development, said at
the opening ceremony that this year
marked the 10th anniversary of the
designation of World Cities Day by
the United Nations, and the estab-
lishment and the presentation of
the Shanghai Award by UN-Habitat
would lead the development of cit-
ies around the globe to foster high-
er-level achievements in “making
cities and human settlements inclu-
sive, safe, resilient, and sustainable”,

He said that standing at a new
start point, China would continue
to make concerted efforts with all
partners to promote the sustainable
development of cities around the
world, so that they could become
homes of happiness, green spaces,
windows of culture, forefronts of
science and technology, and peace-
ful harbors.

Over the past 10 years, World Cit-
ies Day has provided a platform for
cities around the world to share
experience and expand coopera-
tion, contributing to the accelerated
development of inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable cities.

Maimunah Mohd Sharif, under-
secretary-general of the United
Nations and executive director of
UN-Habitat, delivered a speech at
the event.

She said the return of the World
Cities Day event to Shanghai after
10 years was of special significance,
and the remarkable achievements
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From top: The China Observance of 2023 World Cities Day opens in

Shanghai on Saturday. Mayors share their cities’ sustainable
development practices in a discussion during the event.
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that Shanghai has made in the Belt
and Road Initiative and the people-
centered sustainable development
had provided global cities with a
valuable reference point.

She called on cities to continue
embracing the motto “Better City,
Better Life” by engaging in dia-
logues, building partnerships and
exploring innovative solutions to
build a sustainable urban future.

“We're here providing a platform
for cities to share solutions and also
the journeys they've walked
through and the challenges that
they face. We understand that some
challenges, such as informal settle-
ment, pollution and employment,
are shared and the cities officials
can learn and relearn and think and
rethink the way that we manage our
cities,” said Sharif.

On Oct 28, the first circle of the
Global Award for Sustainable
Development in Cities (Shanghai
Award) was unveiled at this session
of World Cities Day. Over four
months, a total of 54 cities from 16
countries around the world made

applications for the award. A total
of 15 cities were shortlisted, and five
cities — Fuzhou in China; George
Town in Penang, Malaysia; Salvador
in Brazil; Kampala in Uganda; and
Brisbane in Australia — won the
awards.

The Shanghai Award is an inter-
national award jointly established
by UN-Habitat and the city of
Shanghai. The theme of the first cir-
cle of the award was “Building Sus-
tainable Urban Future for All"
aiming to recognize cities that have
made significant progress in areas
such as economic vitality and urban
prosperity, green urban develop-
ment, urban safety and resilience,
and capacity building for sustaina-
ble urban development.

This award hopes that countries
around the world will join hands
and work together to promote the
deep integration and connection of
resources, better promote the
implementation of the United
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustaina-
ble Development, and work togeth-
er to build future cities of
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sustainable development, organiz-
ers said.

Yang Rong, inter-regional adviser
of UN-Habitat, said the cities that
signed for the inaugural Shanghai
Award included those in developed,
developing and least developed
countries with different levels of
development, income and popula-
tion.

“The excellent practices and
achievements of award-winning
cities in promoting sustainable
development will be included in the
best practice library of the New
Urban Agenda and displayed and
exchanged on more international
platforms,” Yang said.

“The establishment of the Shang-
hai Award has opened up a new
track,” said Wu Zhiqiang, a Chinese
expert of the international jury of
the award and academician of the
Chinese Academy of Engineering,
said. He added that the five cities
were awarded after multiple
rounds of voting by the jury. The
sustainable development plans
they submitted included detailed
tasks to be completed, existing
problems, achievable goals, specific
steps, among others.

‘Wu said that the evaluation of cit-
ies not only examined how prosper-
ous they were and how developed
their economies were, but also
benchmarked them against the
United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, or SDGs. This
required participating cities to
determine sustainable development
goals, strategies, and implementa-
tion methods, and provide success-
ful experiences that could be shared,
disseminated and promoted.

In addition to the Shanghai
Award, the 2023 edition of the
Shanghai Manual and the Shanghai
Adapted Index composite indicators
were also released at the same time.
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The 2023 edition of the Shanghai
Manual, centering on “Integrating
Resources for Sustainable Future
for All”, included 24 cases from 14
countries, involving science and
technology startup funds, the circu-
lar economy, green finance, cultural
funds, cultivation of public welfare
organizations, public welfare foun-
dations, cross regional governance
cooperation, and the Belt and Road
cooperation projects.

This year, six cases from China
were shortlisted. They are the car-
bon sink trading of Sanming, the
green financial accounts of Quzhou,
the micro-renovation of Xiaoxihu
Block in Nanjing, the Community
Development  Foundations in
Chengdu, the Shanghai Public Wel-
fare Xintiandi Park and the ecologi-
cally vibrant Wanli Community of
Putuo district of Shanghai. The
Meta-placemaking practice in
Shanghai and G60 S&T Innovation
Valley of the Yangtze River Delta
were also included.

These cases shared many com-
monalities: in the renewal of urban
appearance or the care of urban
heritage, all efforts were meticu-
lous, resilient and practical, aiming
to present people’s and cities’
understanding, response, and pur-
suit of sustainable development.

In order to promote the imple-
mentation of the United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and the New Urban Agenda
in cities across the globe, and to pro-
mote the implementation of the
Urban Monitoring Framework, Chi-
na and UN-Habitat jointly devel-
oped the Shanghai Adapted Index
to evaluate the progress of urban
sustainable development globally
and promote the concept of “peo-
ple-oriented” urban sustainable
development.

Unlike traditional evaluation sys-
tems, the Shanghai Adapted Index
was not solely based on economic
scale, but rather was the first urban
sustainable development index sys-
tem of the United Nations based on
economic, social and cultural frame-
works. It is an important tool for
monitoring the implementation of
SDGs and the New Urban Agenda.

The Shanghai Adapted Index
does not emphasize ranking or
comparison. Rather it is an index
related to urban progress and coor-
dinated development.

By evaluating and reflecting on
the achievements and challenges of
cities in sustainable urbanization,
it helps cities set or adjust their
development priorities, thereby
promoting cities to achieve the
2030 SDGs.

Even if a city’s economic scale and
population size are not the highest,
but its development in all aspects is
relatively coordinated with good
social welfare and high resident sat-
isfaction, it can obtain a high score
in the evaluation of the Shanghai
Adapted Index.

Award winners announced

Australia’s Brisbane, China's Fuzhou, Malaysia's
George Town of Penang, Uganda’s Kampala, and Bra-
zil's Salvador won the inaugural Global Award for Sus-
tainable Development in Cities (Shanghai Award),
issued at the opening ceremony of the World Cities

Brisbane, Australia

As the fastest growing city in Australia, Bris-
bane has developed an ambitious, but at the
same time realistic vision, into a long-term devel-
opment plan. The city creatively integrates data,
technology, urban planning, and a sound finan-
cial economic model, with social and institutional
innovations.

The strategy for re-layout of the inner city —
which was deprived of more space for growth —
with affordable housing solutions, new forms of
connectivity and sustainable transport are com-
mendable solutions.

Brisbane's unique coastline characteristics
have led to a significant amount of planning
exploration and action in the city. These activi-
ties along the coastline not only increase public
awareness of climate change issues, but also
create strong public support for the city's sus-
tainable development.

Fuzhou, China

Fuzhou is a typical coastal megacity that has
managed complex river ecosystems to cope with
the impacts of climate change. It will adopt a low-
carbon development model in the long term to
develop high-tech businesses, the digital econo-
my, the marine industry, cultural tourism and oth-
er industries.

The city takes urban resilience and safety as
its bottom line, implements urban water system
management projects, optimizes water resource
allocation, and reduces water use and waste. It
promotes sustainable environmental strategies
and builds a green, low-carbon, eco-friendly city
that is a “city of a thousand gardens”.

Fuzhou has built 18 sustainable development
community pilot projects, with many regional
organizations participating in them. Thisis also a
valuable experience that other cities can learn
from.

One of the typical cases of comprehensive
management of Fuzhou's water system is the
Liuhuaxi project, which has enhanced the city’s
water security and flood control capabilities,
improved the living conditions of residents along
Liuhuaxi, and accelerated inland shipping and
tourism, heritage protection, and social welfare
and equitable development.

Day China Observance held in Shanghai on Saturday.
The five cities were recognized for their innovations
in implementing the goals of the United Nations 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the New
Urban Agenda in recent years, and the award was set

award.

to boost urban sustainable development around the
world, according to the United Nations Human Settle-
ments Programme, or UN-Habitat, and the Shanghai
municipal government, which jointly presented the

Four major dimensions — economic vitality and
urban prosperity, ecological construction and green
development, urban safety and resilience development,
and capacity building for sustainable development —

were the main factors that the award focuses on.

George Town of
Penang, Malaysia

George Town in Penang, as an important trad-
ing port in Malaysia, is a hub of industry, cultural
tourism and creative economy, as well as a world
cultural heritage site.

To meet the challenges of climate change
and realize sustainable development, Penang
proposed the Penang2030 Vision, based on
the natural climate adaptability and public
and multi-agent participation, and imple-
mented a series of comprehensive urban gov-
ernance measures, including: investing in
creative and culture-related infrastructure to
increase employment and economic opportu-
nities; implementing the safe city plan; for-
mulating the comprehensive disaster
reduction and risk management; urban
renewal of low-cost housing; responding to
the rapid urbanization and environmental
problems, continuously introducing policies
and plans, and launching the Energy Manage-
ment Plan.

Penang has built a progressive and resilient
economy, a cleaner green environment, cultural
diversity and sustainable development capacity.

Kampala, Uganda

As a major player in the national Economy
contributing over 65 percent of Uganda'’s
GDP, Kampala has developed a five-year
development plan for 2020-25, which is
hinged on four pillars that are economic
growth, governance and citizens engage-
ment, quality of life and city resilience.

Kampala has developed a forward-looking
plan that incorporates the multiple dimen-
sions of the city’s sustainable development
goals within its established development
practices and development plans, and has
developed a program for their implementa-
tion.

Salvador, Brazil

The city of Salvador has adopted a systematic
development process and carried out specific
and diversified planning refinement and deepen-
ing in accordance with the SDG 11.

To ensure that the implementation of the plan
is closer to the needs of the people and the actu-
al situation, the city has widely listened to public
opinions and suggestion.

In addition, in response to Salvador’s unique
terrain and coastline, the city has formulated a
series of targeted climate change response
measures, demonstrating an urban development
model in the context of climate change and pro-
viding valuable demonstration and guidance for
other cities.

This comprehensive and forward-looking
planning strategy makes the city of Salvador an
important example in sustainable urban devel-
opment.

For example, Solar Salvador uses public poli-
cies to stimulate the use of photovoltaic solar
energy and seeks to generate environmental and
social impacts, including stimulating the local
economy, creating new job opportunities, reduc-
ing energy costs and reducing energy consump-
tion, in a bid to link sustainable development with
innovation.

ADVERTORIAL



