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By YUAN SHENGGAO

Shanghai will play host to the
2023 China Observance of World
Cities Day from Saturday to Tues-
day, with the opening ceremony
scheduled for Saturday afternoon.

World Cities Day, which falls on
Oct 31 and is celebrated each year
across the world, has close ties with
Shanghai, as it was first proposed in
the Shanghai Declaration released
at the closing ceremony of the
World Expo 2010 on Oct 31.

The proposal was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly
in 2013. It is the first international
day initiated by the Chinese govern-
ment and set by the UN with a focus
on supporting urban development.

Since its inception, the World Cit-
ies Day has seen arich variety of cel-
ebrations take place, providing a
crucial platform for the internation-
al community to explore a sustaina-
ble urban development path.

Shanghai hosted the first global
observance of World Cities Day in

2014 and the 2022 edition, as well as
being the main venue for national
celebrations of the event in 2015
and 2021.

Diverse events

As World Cities Day returns to
Shanghai this year, its focus is on
“Financing Sustainable Urban
Future for All”, organizers said.

“The attainment of sustainable
development goals requires efforts
by all stakeholders to achieve effi-
cient utilization and optimized allo-
cation of various capital, while
paying attention to the protection
and development of natural capital
and cultural capital,” said Li Zhe, an
official from the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban-Rural Development,
at a news conference on Thursday.

“Governments, financial institu-
tions, relevant businesses, urban
residents and other stakeholders
around the world should also col-
laborate and contribute to financ-
ing sustainable development,
enabling a transition from alloca-
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tion to financing via innovation,” Li
said.

“Urban development is also a
process that involves all residents in
sharing the fruits of a city’s growth.
It requires the systemic integration
of various resources such as funds,
personnel and technology, and
needs continuous efforts in the
dimensions of economy, society,
environment, culture and govern-
ance in a bid to achieve the goals
and share a better future for the
city,” he noted.

By improving urban planning,
construction and governance,
accelerating the transition of
megacities’ growth model, advanc-
ing urban renewal campaigns and
enhancing infrastructure, China
has been attaching significance to
integrating resources and boosting
cities’ sustainable development in
pursuit of people-centric urban
development, with an aim to create
livable, resilient and smart cities, Li
said, citing the report to the 20th
National Congress of the Commu-
nist Party of China in 2022. “That is
an urban development path with
Chinese characteristics.”

The 2023 China Observance of
‘World Cities Day will place empha-
sis on showcasing and sharing poli-
cies and practices that promote
sustainable urban development
and improve people’s living envi-
ronment in response to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment and the Global Development
Initiative.

The event will include an opening
ceremony and more than 20 forums
and sideline events, as well as exhi-
bitions, attracting an estimated
1,500 participants from home and
abroad. Those in attendance will
include officials of housing and
urban development from various
countries, and representatives from
international organizations such as
the United Nations Human Settle-
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ments Program, or UN-Habitat,
and C40, a global network of nearly
100 mayors of leading cities world-
wide who are united in confronting
the climate crisis.

They will deliver speeches at
forums, exchanging insights into
sustainable urban development.
The number of forums and the exhi-
bition scale will both surpass those
of previous sessions of World Cities
Day, according to Jin Chen, deputy
director of the Shanghai Commis-
sion of Housing, Urban-Rural
Development and Management.

Global awards

On top of that, a series of heavy-
weight commendations and reports
will be released during the World
Cities Day celebrations.

Among them is the inaugural
Global Award for Sustainable
Development in Cities (Shanghai
Award), which will be presented to
five cities at the opening ceremony,
slated to take place in the North
Bund area of Shanghai and concur-
rent with the kickoff of a global con-
ference on sustainable
development, Jin said.

The award is a global initiative
led by UN-Habitat and Shanghai
municipality, dedicated to recogni-
zing the outstanding progress and
achievements of cities and munici-
palities around the world in their
implementation of the 2030 Agen-
da as well as the New Urban Agen-
da. It also provides a platform for
cities to share their experiences and
learn from each other, and help cit-
ies to better achieve their develop-
ment goals.

The Shanghai Award was open
for sign-up for nearly four months
until July 21. During the period, 54
cities from 16 countries, ranging
from developed to developing and
least-developed countries, complet-
ed their applications.

The International Jury of Shang-

hai Award began to assess the
applicant cities from the perspec-
tives of economic vitality and urban
prosperity; green urban develop-
ment; capacity building for sus-
tainable development; and urban
safety and resilience during the
first half of September. It has
drawn up a shortlist of 15 cities for
the inaugural Shanghai Award.
Five of them will be awarded on
Monday afternoon.

The awardees’ experiences and
achievements will be included in
the Urban Best Practices Database
of the New Urban Agenda and pro-
moted on international exchange
platforms, said Yang Rong, a
UN-Habitat official.

The release of the Shanghai Man-
ual, an annual publication that
incorporates outstanding case stud-
ies of sustainable urban develop-
ment, will be another highlight of
the World Cities Day celebrations.

The 2023 edition of the report
aims to explore urban synergy from
an international cooperation per-
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spective and provide a financial
guide for sustainable urban devel-
opment. It features 24 cases from 14
countries, covering diverse sectors
such as technology startup funds,

the circular economy, green
finance, cultural funds, incubation
of charity groups, charity founda-
tions, transregional governance
cooperation, and Belt and Road
cooperation projects. Of the 24
selected cases, six are from China,
including two from Shanghai.

One Shanghai case focuses on a
park that is home to scores of chari-
ty groups, introducing their innova-
tive public services. The operation
of the park, called Gongyi Xintiandi
or New Charity World, demon-
strates optimized allocation and
efficient utilization of charity
resources.

The other Shanghai case is from
Wanli residential community in
the city’s Putuo district, which
showcases innovations in the
city’s efforts to boost community
governance.
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