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southwestern city in China
has been dishing up
diverse experiences to sat-
isfy a growing public
enthusiasm for winter activities.

Major ski resorts in Liupanshui
in Guizhou province saw full capac-
ity during this year’s Spring Festival
holiday. Resorts in the city received
more than 46,000 visits between
Jan 31 and Feb 6, according to local
authorities.

Old-time skiers were pulling
stunts on intimidating tracks at
Meihuashan ski resort while begin-
ners were fumbling their way
through the flattened snowfield.
Cheers and screams came about at
short intervals.

“People are not satisfied just sight-
seeing on ice and snow but are leaning
toward winter sports,” says Zhang
Jianping, general manager of Mei-
huashan.

The ski resort is one of the biggest of
its kind in the region and covers an
area of 1.09 million square meters,
including 91,700 square meters of
snow tracks. It can host up to 5,000
guests at one time. The resort has
rolled out Olympic-themed activities
to spice up winter tourism experien-
ces for visitors.

“Many people are coming to ski,
despite the impact of the pandemic,”
Zhang says.

The resort received more than
1,000 people who wanted to ski on
Jan1.

Another ski resort called Yushe is
about 20 minutes by car from down-
town of Liupanshui. Zou Jiaqi was
practicing skiing in late January
there. The student from Guizhou Uni-
versity of Finance and Economics says
he “fell for skiing” when he first tried it
several years ago.

“It’s great to be able to ski here with-
out having to go to northern China,”
Zou says.

He has also started to promote
winter tourism in Liupanshui with
his fellow students, as they wanted
to do something for the 2022 Bei-
jing Winter Olympics Games.
According to the Beijing 2022 “lega-
cy report”, about 346 million people
in China have participated in win-
ter sports or ice-and-snow leisure
activities since the city won the bid
to host the Winter Games in 2015.
That figure exceeded the preset goal
of 300 million.

“Once you fall for skiing, you
wouldn’t give it up,” says Dai Donghui,
general manager of Yushe, adding
that ski business has potential in the
region.

The resort offers skiing, snow sight-
seeing and other recreational experi-
ences, with local foods of the south.
Yushe has also increased winter-fun
programs for children. Snowfield roll-
er-coaster rides and snow-tubing have
been added, as well as a “pink world”
with dyed snow for visitors to take
photos.

The resort sits in the Yushe Nation-
al Forest Park and snow covers an
area of 126,000 square meters of it.
Travelers can also get easy access to
hot springs amid the trees and get in
close touch with nature.

“We made a point of developing ski
tracks for junior and intermediate
players,” Dai says, adding that there is
a difference in skiing between the
country’s north and south.

Skiing in the north is more profes-
sional and people demand snow quality
in resorts, while in the south the focus is
on leisure and entertainment, Dai says.
“Tourists in the north might need
accommodation because of skiing,
while it is the accommodation service

BUILDING THE NEW ERA

[t's snow time on
Guizhou’s slopes

The province is warming up to winter tourism,
report Yang Feiyue in Beijing and Yang Jun in Guiyvang.
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Top: Visitors enjoy a downhill experience at the Yushe ski resort in Liupanshui, Guizhou province. Middle right: A tourist takes
photos at Yushe National Forest Park. PHOTOS BY YAO YONG / FOR CHINA DAILY Middle left: “Pink world”, with its dyed snow, is a major draw at
the resort. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY Above right: Youngsters learn to ski at the resort. Yao YONG / FOR CHINA DAILY Above left: Skis are not the
only means to get around at the resort. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

that has promoted skiing in the
south.”

Dai adds that it’s important to
upgrade winter tourism in the south
and combine snow activities with ski-
ing.

This year, a winter wonderland
and hot spring villas were added to
the Yushe facility, and ski profes-
sionals from Northeast China’s Hei-
longjiang province were hired to
give visitors training. The Yushe
resort has prepared 3,000 new ski
sets that ensure better safety for
visitors. The number of snow-
boards increased from 50 to 200
this year.

“Young people have shown a predis-
position toward snowboarding, espe-
cially in the north,” Dai says.

Tourist services at ski resorts in
Liupanshui have expanded. Gin-
gered sugar water, heated areas,
and cafes and restaurants are in
place.

“All of it is to ensure visitors can
quickly recharge their batteries and
have a nice stay,” Dai says.

Meihuashan and Yushe ski resorts
received 18,640 traveler visits during
the New Year’s Day holiday from Janu-
ary 1 to 3, up 21.5 percent over the
same period last year. The improve-
ments at the two resorts are part of
Liupanshui’s efforts to answer the call
of the Winter Olympics. The city has
invited local primary and middle
school students to experience skiing
for free. More than 6,000 students
and faculty members have gone
through some sort of basic winter
sports training. To date, local authori-
ties have arranged for more than
40,000 people to engage in winter
sports.

In mid-January, the city hosted
winter sports at the 11th Guizhou
provincial games. It was the first
time Guizhou staged such a competi-
tion, where more than 170 athletes
from across the province participat-
ed in three major categories: cross-
country skiing, roller skating and
curling.

Liupanshui has tapped local winter
tourism resources since 2017. The city
has developed three natural ski
resorts and 21 snowfields, with a total
area of 630,000 square meters,
according to Chen Tingting, the city’s
vice-mayor.

“Ski tourism is becoming a splen-
did namecard for Liupanshui,” Chen
says.

The city can take in about 15,000
people who want to ski daily. Before
the focus on winter tourism, Liupan-
shui was known as a getaway to beat
the heat and for its summer mara-
thon. The city will keep enriching its
offering of winter tourism products,
featuring skiing and hot spring,
according to Chen.

The authorities have also
launched nine winter routes. They
cover the highlights and specialties
Liupanshui has to offer in winter
and last from one to three days to
meet different traveler needs. Local
intangible culture heritage, folk
events and festival celebrations have
been worked into winter tourism to
spice things up and add culture to
winter sports.

“The hospitable Liupanshui people
welcome everyone anytime to ski and
bathe in hot springs with family and
friends,” Chen says. “They will experi-
ence considerate service and a warm
winter.”

Contact the writers at
yangfeiyue@chinadaily.com.cn

Wang Jin contributed to the story.
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Eternal grace

Among the traditional preparations
to celebrate Lunar New Year, one
was known as suizhao ginggong, “an
arrangement of elegant offerings to
usher in the new year and coming
spring” In the past, people would
clean the inside and outside of their
houses, and place on desks cultural
objects, such as books, incense burn-
ers, archaic bronzeware and porcelain
vases, as well as fruit, potted plants
and rocks. Sometimes people also
hung classical Chinese paintings, fea-
turing such motifs, conveying bless-
ings for peace and prosperity
throughout the year. The National Art
Museum of China is showing a selec-
tion of suizhao qinggong paintings
from its collection, as well as still-life
pieces and sculptures, depicting sim-
ilar objects for the Year of the Tiger.
9 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 1
Wusi Dajie, Dongcheng district,
Beijing. 010-6400-1476.

Ceramic reflections
Dot: Zhi Min is an exhibition in

which Zhi Min, the artist, explores

the presentation of ceramics, a
material of historical, cultural and
artistic meaning in China. Drawing
inspiration from the rich tradition
of making ceramics, Zhi unfolds
before his viewers an expansive
view of the past, present and future
of ceramics and the diverse forms
the material can be fired into. In
some of his ceramic works, Zhi also
uses metal and gold, and shows
them with the aid of sound and
light effects. His works pay respect
to the creativity of nature, wisdom
and spiritual strength of ancient
Chinese and to the universe, as
depicted through clay when mold-
ed, fired and glazed to achieve a
reflective, translucent shine. The
exhibition is being held at the One

Art Museum through March 30.

10 am-5 pm, closed on Mondays. D4,
No 1Zhongguancun, Beiqing Road,
Haidian district, Beijing.

Mutual learning

Life-size replicas of four rocky grot-
toes in Dunhuang, Gansu province,
are being shown at Exchanges and
Mutual Learning, an exhibition, at
Shenzhen Museum to celebrate the
brilliance of cultural legacies along
the ancient Silk Road. The four
caves, along with reproduced
murals and Buddhist statues,
present artistic magnificence of the

treasure trove in Dunhuang, where
different civilizations crisscrossed
and majestic fruits were created
that enthrall the world even today.
Also on show are dozens of artifacts
in testimony to the exchanges
between the East and the West. For
example, a gilt silver plate, which at
the center shows Dionysus, the god
of wine in Greek mythology. Found
in Gansu in 1988, the object is
believed to have been cast in the
Roman Empire and transported to
ancient China. The exhibition ends
on March 20.

10 am-6 pm, closed on Mondays.
6 Tongxin Lu, Futian district,
Shenzhen. 0755-8813-2247.

Pop master

“If you want to know all about Andy
‘Warhol, just look at the surface of
my paintings and films and me, and
there I am. There’s nothing behind
it,” Andy Warhol, the pop art icon,
said once. Marked with a vibrancy of
colors and the appropriation of
found, patterned images, Warhol’s
oeuvre of prints, photos and video

works continues to grab the atten-
tion of viewers around the world.
Becoming Andy Warhol, jointly pre-
sented by the UCCA Center for Con-
temporary Art in Beijing and The
Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, the United States, is
now in Shanghai. The exhibition nav-
igates Warhol’s career, spanning over
four decades with nearly 400 objects,
including drawings, paintings, pho-
tos and films, sharing Andy Warhol
Museum’s extensive collection and
research into Warhol’s life and work.
The exhibition is being held at
UCCA Edge through March 6.

10 am-7 pm, closed on Mondays. 2F,
88 Xizang Bei Lu, Jing’an district,
Shanghai. 021-6628-6861.
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