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Shubo Avenue showcases city, drives it toward success
promote high-quality development 
of Guiyang.

The city plans to accelerate the
construction of Shubo Avenue and 
its supporting projects, such as 
transport, ecology, public services 
and entertainment in the next three 
years.

Policies for professionals,
finance, tax revenue and other sec-

tors will be released to attract more 
businesses, according to the local 
government. 

By the end of 2020, Shubo Ave-
nue’s core district is expected to be 
completed. It will become the center
of Guiyang’s big data projects. It will
also act as a demonstration zone for 
the integrated development of the 
industry.

By YUAN SHENGGAO

Guiyang, capital of Southwest
China’s Guizhou province, reaped
good results in high-quality devel-
opment with its focus on the big
data industry. Its advantages in
geography, climate and operation-
al cost have attracted numerous
internet giants to develop some of
the most cutting-edge technolo-
gies in the world.

With hundreds of billions of
yuan flowing into the city, its GDP
saw significant growth and has
improved the livelihoods of local
people. Its brand as the “Chinese
data valley” has helped influence
investors.

CNN published a story about
Guizhou last year on its website. It
said Guizhou, which reminds peo-
ple of Kweichow Moutai, ethnic
groups and seems to have no busi-
ness with high technology, has
seen a dramatic transformation
since 2014. 

That year, it began to develop
big data and has made rapid
progress in new technology. 

Later, it was named the first
national big data comprehensive
experimental zone and has pio-
neered many innovations in big
data.

Apple, Intel, SAP, Alibaba, Ten-
cent, Huawei and other leading
companies operate there.

 According to CNN’s report, the
cool weather in Guiyang can pre-
vent servers overheating and save
energy. The rich power and water
supply can provide reliable and
cheap clean energy for big data
centers. 

Also, the geological environ-
ment in the city is stable, safe-
guarding the safety of data. 

 Indian media TNN mentioned
in a report in November 2018 that
Guiyang had constructed a big
data center. The local government
had offered many incentives, such
as rental-free offices. The Indian
government also expects to
enhance IT cooperation with Gui-
yang.

Franklin Urteaga, former inno-
vation adviser to the White House,
said the big data development in
Guiyang has had a gradual influ-
ence on the world.

Resources from around the
world gather in Guiyang and
return after “fermentation” there,
which has a significant influence
on global economic and social
development, he said.

He added big data is the basis
for the digital economy. The
growth of Silicon Valley also has a
history of gathering high-tech
resources. Guiyang might be the
next Silicon Valley.

Now, Guiyang has 10 big data
industrial parks and 1,632 big data
companies. The revenue of big
data has reached 100 billion yuan
($14.46 billion), data from the
local government showed.

By the end of 2018, the index
evaluating how big data merged
with the real economy of the city
reached 45.3, the highest in the
province. 

Its GDP grew 9.9 percent to sur-
pass 379.8 billion yuan last year.
Its economic growth topped all
capital cities nationwide for six
years.

Chen Yan, mayor of Guiyang,
said during this year’s two ses-
sions, the annual meetings of the
top legislative body and political
advisory body, that the applica-
tion of big data in various indus-
tries has created a new engine for
industrial transformation,
brought new life for the people

and ushered in a new era for the
city.

For example, local industries
have become more intelligent and
digital. Guiyang’s online service
system allows traditional indus-
tries to improve quality and effi-
ciency, backed up by big data and
intelligent manufacturing tech-
nology. 

Also, the city attaches impor-
tance to data safety. It has built a
big data and internet safety sys-
tem to practice defense against
attacks. Its experience can be
shared among other regions.

Key big data expo to open
The 2019 China International

Big Data Industry Expo is expect-
ed to open this Sunday. As the
most influential national event in
the big data segment, the expo will
welcome about 1,700 corporate
executives, officials, experts and
members of media from 38 coun-
tries and regions.

With the theme of “Data creates
value, innovation drives the
future”, the expo will feature exhi-
bitions, conventions, report
releases, competitions and other
activities.

A total of 448 companies will
attend, compared with 388 last
year. Among them, 156 are from
the overseas. Only 56 overseas
companies attended in 2018.

Wang Yongdong, Microsoft’s
corporate vice-president, said the
company keeps close relations
with Guiyang. Their cooperation
includes the construction of a
data laboratory, the Microsoft IT
institute and training of profes-
sionals.

“From cloud computing to arti-
ficial intelligence, the digital
transformation, driven by new
technology, has brought many
opportunities to the innovative
development of companies and
regions,” he added.

Troy Haines, senior vice-presi-
dent of SAS Institute, said during
last year’s event that the expo
showed China’s leading position
in big data. The rest of the world is
watching what will happen there
in terms of applications of big
data, he added. 

Cecille El Beleidi, British con-
sul-general in Chongqing, said the
collaboration between the United
Kingdom and Guizhou is strong
and active, and the UK has
engaged in the expo since its
launch in 2015. 

This year’s expo will focus on
expediting the application of big
data to the real economy. Nine
top-level talks will discuss the use
of big data in poverty relief, digi-
talization of industries, media and
technological innovation.

A total of 49 forums will focus
on the digital economy, technolog-
ical innovation, integrative devel-
opment, data security,
cooperation and communica-
tions. Among them, 15 forums will
be organized by branches of min-
istries.

The exhibition area is about
60,000 square meters, involving
global cutting-edge technology,
digital applications, innovation
and entrepreneurship. 

Each category will have two
exhibition halls. Attendees
include Google, Dell, Pivotal and
other overseas companies from 25
countries such as the US, UK, Ger-
many, Canada and Australia.

 The expo will also have six com-
petitions involving artificial intel-
ligence, automatic driving, apps
in industries, internet security
and big data analysis. 

 Guiyang grows its global 
influence via big data

Provincial capital becomes ideal technology investment destination
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A 20-kilometer-long avenue will
showcase the world’s latest big data 
achievements and future digital cit-
ies at this year’s China International
Big Data Industry Expo. It will be 
held in Guiyang, Guizhou province, 
on May 26-29.

Launched in 2015, the annual
expo has become an international
and professional platform for big
data development. To attract
world-leading big data enterpris-
es and showcase their develop-
ments, Guiyang has built a big
data expo avenue called Shubo
Avenue.

The avenue covers an area of 74.56
square kilometers. It features major 
zones dedicated to areas such as 

finance, industry, health and the big
data experience.

Zhao Deming, Party secretary of
Guiyang, said at a meeting on Jan 
14: “It is necessary to expand the 
avenue into a platform featuring 
high-level opening-up and high-
quality development. The avenue is 
key to Guiyang’s development.”

The avenue will focus on the
integration of the internet, big
data, artificial intelligence and the
real economy. It will exhibit an
excellent business environment,
Zhao added. 

On March 20, Guiyang held the
launch ceremony of the first 20 
major projects of Shubo Avenue. 
The total investment reached 2.2 
billion yuan ($318 million). The pro-
jects support an optimized industri-
al layout, industrial upgrades and 

Full 5G coverage has been
achieved along Shubo Avenue. At 
the expo, visitors can experience 
many 5G scenarios, such as autono-
mous driving, unmanned aerial 
vehicles, intelligent traffic manage-
ment and intelligent medicine.

China Unicom Guizhou and
Guizhou-based company Hankaisi 
Intelligent Technology Co are test-
ing 5G-based remote-control vehi-
cles in Guiyang National High-tech 
Industrial Development Zone. The 
autonomous vehicles can follow 
remote instructions such as moving 
on, speeding up, braking and turn-
ing. In emergencies, the safety man-
ager in the car takes control in 5 
milliseconds.

Cao Yuteng, chief operating offi-
cer of PIX autonomous driving of 
Hankaisi said: “Guizhou is China’s 

first big data comprehensive pilot 
zone with strong support from the 
government.”

He believes that the autonomous
driving training base in Guiyang 
will attract global AI professionals 
and researchers in the future.

In addition, the 2019 Self-Driving
Global Challenge Moving Hacka-
thon will kick off at this year’s big 
data expo. A total of 32 teams from 
13 countries and regions will com-
pete on the roads of Guizhou Sci-
ence City, controlling their vehicles 
by platforms modified by technolo-
gy.

In addition to Shubo Avenue,
Guiyang plans to build three talent
towns. They aim to provide high-
quality and convenient support
services for high-end profession-
als.
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It is necessary to expand the avenue into 
a platform featuring high-level opening-up 

and high-quality development.” 
Zhao Deming, Party secretary of Guiyang

From cloud computing to artificial intelligence, the digital transformation, driven by 
new technology, has brought many opportunities to the innovative development of 

companies and regions.”
Wang Yongdong,

Microsoft’s corporate vice-president


