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China Merchants Industry Hold-
ings Co (CMI), the marine and off-
shore manufacturing arm of State-
owned China Merchants Group, is 
expected to deliver 10 cruise ships for
polar expeditions to Miami-based 
SunStone Ships Inc by 2027, compa-
ny officials said on Wednesday. 

The announcement came close on
the heels of China Merchants Heavy 
Industry (Jiangsu) Co, a subsidiary 
of CMI, launching the first China-
made cruise ship for polar expedi-
tions on Tuesday in Haimen, eastern
China’s Jiangsu province. 

According to the shipbuilder, the
104.4-meter long vessel is 18.4 
meters at the beam. It can operate at
a speed of 15.5 knots. With a gross 
tonnage of 7,400 metric tons, it has a
passenger capacity of 255.

The deal for building 10 polar
expedition cruisers was sealed in 
April 2017 between the Chinese 

shipyard and SunStone Ships. The 
cruise ships will be equipped with 
entertainment systems, ocean 
adventure and water sport facilities 
when put into operation. 

Hu Xianfu, CMI’s general manag-
er, said the ship still needs equip-
ment testing and installation, which
will be finished in July before a Sep-
tember delivery to the owner Sun-
stone Ships, with commercial 
services expected to start in October
this year. 

The company began to build the
first cruise ship in March 2018. The 
vessel, for the next step, will carry 
out various missions including 
equipment commissioning, internal
engineering and tilt test. It is sched-
uled to have all the operational con-
ditions for the ship delivery in place 
by the end of July.

Niels-Erik Lund, CEO of Sun-
Stone Ships, said this was the first 
time that a cruise ship for polar 
expeditions is being built by a Chi-
nese company. SunStone is expect-
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ing delivery of the first vessel later 
this year and it will be used for oper-
ations in the Antarctic during the 
winter season. 

Work on the second polar cruise
is already underway, while the 
required steel for the third ship is 
ready. 

Niels said the second polar cruise
will be deployed in the Antarctic 
during the winter, and conduct ser-
vices close to Alaska during the 
summer in 2021. The US company 
will sign the building contract for 
the remaining cruise vessels after 
delivery of the first five ships. 

The polar cruises will have an
advanced electric propulsion and 
control system, which will provide 
technical advantages in noise con-
trol, comfort and energy consump-
tion, said Yin Haibo, project 
manager at China Merchants Heavy
Industry (Jiangsu) Co. 

“Though it is a small-sized cruise
ship, it shows that China has taken a
big step to independently build 
cruise products,” said Yin. “It will 
help the company create a system 
for cruise development, train talent, 
improve supporting industries and 

enhance reputation.” 
China has seen fast industrial

growth momentum in cruise ship-
building business in recent years, 
with China State Shipbuilding Corp 
signing a contract to build four and 
two Vista-class cruise ships of 
135,000 tons each for US-based Car-
nival Cruise Lines and Italy’s Fincan-
tieri S.p. A in November last year. 

This marks the commencement
of design and construction of the 
first large advanced-level cruise ship
in China. The first cruise ship is 
scheduled to be delivered on Sep 30,
2023 and the second by 2024.

Liu Zheng, a deputy to the 13th
National People’s Congress and
chairman of CSIC Dalian Ship-
building Industry Co in Liaoning
province, said for the next step,
Chinese shipyards should acceler-
ate the development pace of intelli-
gent manufacturing and high-end
ships.

“From a long-term perspective,
self-driving and smart vessels are 
future directions. Chinese ship-
builders need to grasp the opportu-
nities to catch up with global rivals 
in the field,” he said.

CMI’s first homemade cruise ship for polar expeditions is seen at the Haimen port in Jiangsu province, on Tuesday. XU CONGJUN / FOR CHINA DAILY

China’s ‘Uber’ for trucks 
looking to boost focus 
on big data technologies
By WANG ZHUOQIONG and 

YANG JUN

Full Truck Alliance Group, Chi-
na’s biggest application for Uber 
and Didi-like truck services, is 
looking to break even this year by 
leveraging its financial services for
truck drivers and integrating exist-
ing resources with the help of big 
data technologies. 

Luo Peng, chief executive officer
and co-founder of Guiyang Huo-
chebang Technology Co and joint 
president of Full Truck Alliance 
Group, said the platform will offer 
comprehensive services for truck 
drivers like financial products for 
electronic toll collection payments,
fuel and tire purchases, and loans 
to boost transactions.

Headquartered in Guiyang, capi-
tal of Guizhou province, Full Truck 
Alliance was created through the 
merger of Huochebang and Yun-
manman in 2017. The company has 
about 5.5 million registered truck 
drivers, accounting for some 90 
percent of the total number of 
freight truck drivers on the main 
highways in China. 

According to a report by G7, an
internet of things and big data 
company, and consulting firm 
Bain & Co, China’s road freight 
market size hit 5 trillion yuan 
($745.3 billion) in 2017, making it 
the world’s biggest road transpor-
tation market. Total road freight in
the nation reached 6.1 trillion ton-
kilometers, covered by a fleet of 
more than 5 million heavy trucks 
and over 14 million light and medi-
um-sized trucks.

Also a deputy to the 13th
National People’s Congress, Luo 
believes that long-haul trucking, 
involving long hours of cruising in
relatively simple highway envi-
ronments, would be an ideal sce-
nario for the introduction of 
automated vehicles.

“It may take time to commercial-
ize the autonomous driving tech-
nologies for freight transportation,
but it won’t be the same if imple-
mented in a more simple environ-
ment such as logistics parks or 
freight at wharves,” Luo said while 

introducing some clips demon-
strating how the company took on 
tests on autonomous driving 
trucks at a logistics park.

Full Truck Alliance has invested
in Plus AI Inc, a leading global self-
driving company focusing on ena-
bling large-scale autonomous 
commercial trucking fleets in 
2018. Last July, the company com-
pleted road tests of its L4 level 
truck warehouse to warehouse. 

“The challenge in autonomous
driving is not how to control the 
vehicle. The challenge is how to 
improve the integration between 
new technologies and traditional 
automobile manufacturing capac-
ities,” Luo said. 

He said the company has made
efforts in creating and training sce-
narios for vehicles to get used to 
real road environments. 

Full Truck Alliance is also a sig-
nificant big data leader in Guiz-
hou province. Luo said the 
technology is not merely creating 
an industry, nor a cluster of indus-
tries, but an infrastructure for the 
full transformation of traditional 
enterprises. 

Last year, the company deep-
ened its integration in the tradi-
tional logistics industry with the 
help of big data technologies. It 
connected 5.5 million truck drivers 
with 7,000 privately owned petrol 
stations. 

Contact the writers at 
wang-
zhuoqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

The challenge is how 

to improve the 

integration between 

new technologies 
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manufacturing 

capacities.”

Luo Peng,  CEO of Guiyang 
Huochebang Technology Co
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