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What they say

Guangdong
province
has a trans-
parent gov-
ernment
and a mas-
sive con-
sumer
market, and
provides an area for research
and development, high technol-
ogy, and highly qualified talent.
This offers American compa-
nies a bright future. Superhigh-
ways, high-speed rail and a
high-speed light rail network
connect all of the cities and
bring itself to the level where
we can actually invest in those
areas and not feel as if we are
in the countryside or in remote
areas, simply because we can
manufacture and ship our
goods and services around Chi-
na and other parts of the world.
Remote areas of Guangdong
provide the lowest cost centers
and we are constantly looking
at new areas where we can
invest.

Harley Seyedin, president of the
American Chamber of
Commerce in South China

Many inter-
national
companies
are now
looking at
Guangdong,
asthereisa
lot of inter-
estinall the
economic transformation hap-
pening here, such as reducing
costs for companies and
attracting new technologies.
The establishment of the China
Portuguese International Trade
and Investment Cooperation
Center in Guangzhou repre-
sents another essential move
for PorCham to expand busi-
ness cooperation in Guangdong
and the GBA.

Dario Silva, chairman of the
Board of PorCham Greater China
and chairman of the China Por-
tugal International Trade and
Investment Cooperation Center

Japanese-
funded
companies
can become
a model of
high-quality
develop-
ment in
Guangdong
and continue to contribute to
the economic development of
the province. Guangdong has a
number of influential startups,
which Japanese enterprises are
interested in working with. Fac-
tory automation, farm automa-
tion and autonomous driving
are our focus areas. We believe
that more Japanese companies
will come here to invest in the
service industry. We also wish
local governments could fur-

ther convey the charm of the

consumer market of the GBA.
Okada Eiji, director-general of
Japan External Trade Organiza-
tion Guangzhou (South China)

The Guang-
dong-Hong
Kong-Macao
Greater Bay
Area boasts
a sound
investment
environ-
ment and
the most advanced high-tech
facilities in China, which are
very conducive to manufactur-
ing development. Guangdong
has witnessed a rapid develop-
ment of the high-tech industry
over the past few years. Thanks
to the active support of local
governments and the concerted
efforts of companies, we can
see that high-quality develop-
ment in the province has made
great strides.

Lee Jei-youn, president of the
Huizhou Korean Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

Guangdong
has provid-
ed diverse
communica-
tion plat-
forms

J facilitating
interaction
among
enterprises, sparking new busi-
ness opportunities, and foster-
ing collaboration. AGC, as a
comprehensive material pro-
ducer, is actively exploring new
materials for emerging indus-
tries such as electronics, bio-
pharmaceuticals and
chemicals. AGC is committed to
localized talent development.
Efforts are directed toward cul-
tivating local leadership and
gradually integrating Japanese
expertise with the capabilities
of the local workforce.

Zhang Haibin,chairman of AGC
Display (Shenzhen) Inc

The prov-
ince has
stepped up
efforts to
promote the
high-quality
develop-
ment of the
manufactur-
ing industry since it prioritized
the real economy as the foun-
dation and the manufacturing
industry as the pillar. TUV has
been taking this opportunity to
serve its clients and help boost
the high-quality development of
the manufacturing industry so
as to bring more quality made-
in-China products to the world
stage.

Tina Jiang,managing director at
TUV Rheinland (Guangdong)
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The Guangdong Provincial High-quality Development Conference is held in Shenzhen, Guangdong

province, on Sunday. SHILEI / FOR CHINA DAILY

High-quality growth a
key focus for province

Conference sets out plans to boost economy
by riding wave of science and innovation

By YUAN SHENGGAO

Guangdong province will contin-
ue to push forward high-quality
development with the real economy
and manufacturing industries as
the foundation and technological
innovation as the main driver, said a
senior official.

Huang Kunming, secretary of the
Guangdong Provincial Committee
of the Communist Party of China,
made the remarks at the Guang-
dong Provincial High-quality Devel-
opment Conference on Sunday.

A major economy and manufac-
turing hub in South China, Guang-
dong has abundant resources and
strengths in scientific and techno-
logical innovation, Huang said, add-
ing that it shoulders significant
missions and responsibilities in
high-quality development.

The province has formed a con-
sensus that high-quality develop-
ment is fundamental for
Guangdong to achieve moderniza-
tion and high-quality development
is essentially driven by innovation,
he said.

Huang emphasized that Guang-
dong must seize the opportunity
brought by a wave of technological
revolution and cultivate new pro-
ductive forces to build mutually ben-
eficial  relationships  between
industries and technologies. “We
should regard talent as treasure and
work with enterprises together.”

More efforts and support are
needed to channel innovation
resources into excellent companies
and help them make technological
breakthroughs, enhance competi-
tiveness and advance industrial
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upgrading, Huang said.

Guangdong is now home to more
than 18 million market entities,
including some 75,000 high-tech
enterprises. This year, the province
plans to launch a batch of scientific
research projects and advance digi-
tal transformation in 9,200 industri-
al enterprises above designated size
— those with an annual revenue of
20 million yuan ($2.78 million) or
more — according to Huang.

Guangdong Governor Wang
Weizhong called on all enterprises,
organizations and people in the
province to become the vanguard in
technological innovation.

The provincial government, as
well as authorities in different
regions, should create a business
environment that is favorable for
innovation and offer better condi-
tions for talented people and market
entities, Wang said during the con-
ference.

He also said Guangdong hopes to
deepen cooperation with the Hong
Kong and Macao special adminis-
trative regions in key fields such as
industrial technology, and join
hands to develop the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Areainto a driving force of the coun-
try’s high-quality development.

In addition to the main confer-
ence, the event included five subfo-
rums where officials, corporate
leaders and representatives from
technology, education and other sec-
tors shared their insights on high-

quality development.

The province’s financial system
should provide full-cycle financial
services for startups and high-tech
enterprises through venture capital,
credit, insurance, leasing and others,
attendees said at the “empowering
industrial innovation with finance”
subforum.

The concepts of financial services
need to be changed, while the risk-
sharing mechanism should be opti-
mized, they added.

Action plans for five “future
industries” that include emerging
intelligent equipment, emerging
materials and emerging electronic
information were released at the
forum themed on innovation-driven
development strategies.

Guangdong is to establish an
emerging industry system, with a
focus on those expected to thrive
and grow into 100-billion-yuan
industries, local officials said.

Forum participants also dis-
cussed how to build an industrial
sci-tech innovation center with glob-
al influence and offered their solu-
tions for talent training and the
integrated development of indus-
tries and science and technology.

Another highlight was the subfo-
rum focusing on Guangdong’s “100
counties, 1,000 towns and 10,000
villages” program. Launched at the
end of 2022, it aims to promote
rural vitalization and foster coordi-
nated development between urban
and rural areas.

Forum attendees encouraged
enterprises to join in the program
and called for more financial servi-
ces to counties, towns and villages.

Also, contracts for 12 projects of
the program were signed at the
forum, with a total investment of 11
billion yuan and donations of 172
million yuan.

Technological transformation stressed by local officials

By WANG JINHUI
wangjinhui@chinadaily.com.cn

Guangdong province is revving
up efforts to integrate industry
and technology, enhance self-reli-
ance in sci-tech, accelerate the con-
struction of a modern industrial
system and shape new dynamics
and advantages in development,
said local officials at the Guang-
dong Provincial High-quality
Development Conference held in
Shenzhen on Sunday.

During the conference, there
was an exhibition showcasing the
achievements of the industry-tech-
nology integration, covering areas
such as new drugs and medical
devices, marine technology, scien-
tific instruments, artificial intelli-
gence and chips, materials, new
energy storage, modern agricul-
ture, and equipment.

“The 5.0T MRI imaging system
has the characteristics of a large
imaging field, high resolution and
fast speed,” said Li Ye, a researcher
for the Imaging Center of the
Shenzhen Institute of Advanced
Technology at the Chinese Acade-
my of Sciences.

“The higher the magnetic reso-
nance imaging field strength, the
higher the resolution. It’s like
going from taking photos to shoot-
ing movies,” Li said.

Another “first” on exhibition
was the intelligent three-dimen-
sional desktop color ultrasound R9
developed by Mindray Medical
International. This is also the first
high-end desktop color ultrasound
R9 produced domestically.

31

joint laboratories
featuring Guangdong-Hong

Kong-Macao cooperation have
settled in Guangdong province

13+

trillion yuan
GDP achieved by Guangdong
in 2023

Guangdong is bolstering inno-
vation-led growth in enterprises,
industries and development, and
striving to open up a “closed loop”
for the transformation of sci-tech
achievements.

At the end of 2023, the first
domestically developed high-ener-
gy nonelastic neutron spectrome-
ter was unveiled in Dongguan,
Guangdong province.

This “neutron microscope”,
jointly constructed by Sun Yat-sen
University and the China Spalla-
tion Neutron Source Science Cen-
ter, is expected to lay the
foundation for the development of
new materials.

In early January, the Guangdong
Provincial Department of Science
and Technology awarded certifi-
cates to the third batch of 11 Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao joint
laboratories. With the addition of
the first and second batches total-
ing 20, Guangdong now has 31
Guangdong-Hong  Kong-Macao
joint laboratories, boosting the con-

Guangzhou showcases its technological and industrial expertise at

an exhibition during the Guangdong Provincial High-quality
Development Conference. DENG YINGHENG / FOR CHINA DAILY

vergence of innovative resources.

In his speech at the Guangdong
Provincial High-quality Develop-
ment Conference, Huang Kun-
ming, secretary of the Guangdong
Provincial Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China, emphasized
the importance of technological
innovation.

Guangdong’s GDP exceeded 13
trillion yuan ($1.8 trillion) in 2023,
ranking it first in the country — a
position it has held for 35 years.

With its industrial foundation,
the province is leading the manu-
facturing industry in China. It has
more than 71,000 large-scale
industrial enterprises; 75,000
high-tech enterprises and 1,500

specialized and new “little giant”
enterprises, all ranking first in the
country.

Its regional innovation compre-
hensive capability has ranked first
in the country for seven years and
the number of Guangdong’s
research and development person-
nel; valid invention patents; high-
value invention patents; valid
registered trademarks and inter-
national patent applications filed
via the Patent Cooperation Treaty
all rank first nationally.

In recent years, Guangdong has
focused on the construction of an
innovation chain covering “basic
research, technological innova-
tion, achievement transformation,

science and technology finance,
and talent support”; promoted
major scientific and technological
projects such as core software
research; and made break-
throughs in fields such as next-
generation communication,
terminal operating systems, indus-
trial software, energy storage and
new energy, ushering in a rise of
new productive forces.

Huang also emphasized the
importance of cherishing talents
and working together with Hong
Kong and Macao to accelerate the
construction of a high-level talent
hub in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area,
insisting on both a high-standard
precise introduction and high-
quality independent training; cre-
ating more platforms and
opportunities; opening up chan-
nels for the realization of talent
value and making the talent pyra-
mid in Guangdong “more solid at
the base, stronger in the body and
higher at the top”.

“We must strive together with
enterprises, fully support enter-
prises in taking innovation as the
main theme, always adhere to the
principle that quality is life, effi-
ciency is life, actively use new tech-
nologies, new equipment, new
materials and new processes, pro-
mote the overall improvement of
enterprise production technology,
drive industrial transformation
and upgrading, achieve the trans-
formation of traditional industries
with new vitality and foster the
development of emerging indus-
tries,” he said.
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Bay Area achieves
progress in five years

Together with the Hong Kong and
Macao special administrative
regions, Guangdong province has
made great efforts to develop the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area into an interna-
tionally first-class area and a
world-class city cluster over the
past five years. In 2023, the Bay
Area’s GDP is projected to surpass
13.6 trillion yuan ($1.89 trillion),
reaching a new level of overall eco-
nomic development. The GDP of
Guangzhou and Shenzhen exceed-
ed 3 trillion yuan respectively, and
that of Dongguan and Foshan 1 tril-
lion yuan. The Bay Area’s popula-
tion increased from about 70
million to more than 86 million.
Twenty-five companies in the Bay
Area also made their way onto the
2023 Fortune Global 500 list, an
increase of five compared to 2018.

76m visitors received
during Spring Festival
Guangdong received 76.07 million
tourists during the just-concluded
eight-day Spring Festival holiday,
up 68.4 percent year-on-year. The
province raked in 69.36 billion
yuan ($9.64 billion) in tourism
consumption, marking a 160.8 per-
cent year-on-year increase. During
the holiday that ran from Feb 10 to
Saturday, more than 500 activities
were held in more than 260 A-level
tourist attractions, provincial-level
and above tourist resorts and lei-
sure streets. Additionally, more
than 4,600 cultural events took
place in cultural centers. During
the period, 23.37 million visitors
flocked to 4A-rated and above sce-
nic areas throughout Guangdong,
an increase of 40.1 percent from
2023.

Guangdong to build
airport hub for delta

A new airport, which will serve as a
hub of the Pearl River Delta, will
begin construction this year in
Guangdong province. The airport
is initially planned to be located at
the junction of Genghe township,
Foshan’s Gaoming district, and
Jiaotang township of Zhaoqing’s
Gaoyao district, under the recom-
mendation of the Civil Aviation
Administration of China. With a
planned investment of more than
50 billion yuan ($6.95 billion), it is
expected to have two long-distance
parallel runways and a third run-
way reserved for the long term. By
2035, the Bay Area is expected to
have seven airports with 17 run-
ways, serving 420 million passen-
gers and handling more than 20
million metric tons of cargo annu-
ally.

Overseas e-commerce
warehouses booming

Thanks to the incentives for pro-
moting the development of over-
seas warehouses for cross-border e-
commerce, Guangdong has
developed more than 1,000 over-
seas warehouses, covering an area
of nearly 6 million square meters,
and serving more than 100,000
enterprises. Innovations such as
the world’s first cross-border sea-
air transportation and direct-to-
airport model have been initiated,
along with cases such as “overseas
warehouse plus overseas lives-
treaming” and “overseas ware-
house plus used car exports”

New customs move
to start in Hengqin

The Guangdong-Macao In-depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin will
begin to implement closed customs
control in the “second-tier” zone as
of March. It aims to assist the
movement of people, goods, capital
and information between Macao
and Hengqin. The area between
Hengqin and the Macao Special
Administrative Region is consid-
ered the “first-tier” zone, while the
area between Hengqin and other
areas within the Chinese mainland
is considered the “second-tier”
zone. Trade conducted through the
first tier will generally be tax-free
and have simplified customs decla-
ration procedures. Most goods
transported through the second
tier will be subject to tariffs and
import duties. Certain items, how-
ever, may be eligible for an added-
value tax exemption.

Scan the QR codes to download
the GDToday app or visit the
website for more information.



