Rocket men

2 rookies and a seasoned
cosmonaut blast off for ISS

WORLD, PAGE 11

MONDAY, December 18, 2017

Sustainable
economy on
the horizon

Experts say further expansion needs to
focus on quality, not quantity, of growth

By FU JING in Brussels
CHEN WEIHUA

in Washington

and XIN ZHIMING in Beijing

China’s pursuit of high-
quality development, which is
expected to be discussed at
this year’s Central Economic
Work Conference, means the
country will shift toward a
more sustainable and inten-
sive way of expansion that
will contribute to global pros-
perity, analysts said.

In the report that he deliv-
ered to the 19th National Con-
gress of the Communist Party
of China in October, Xi Jin-
ping, general secretary of CPC
Central Committee, said the
world’s second-largest econo-
my was evolving from the
phase of a high rate of growth
to the stage of high-quality
development.

At a more recent high-pro-
file meeting, Xi, also China’s
president, said the country
will address three major tasks
next year, namely targeted
poverty reduction, pollution
control and preventing major
risks.

Participants at the annual
tone-setting Central Econom-
ic Work Conference, reported
to be held this week, are
expected to discuss high-
quality development, which is
crucial for China’s next-stage
development, analysts said.

“China’s strategy now is to
shift to more intensive rather
than extensive growth and
that transition will deliver
more prosperity, both in Chi-
na and abroad,” said Fredrik
Erixon, director of the Brus-
sels-based European Centre
for International Political
Economy.

John Litwack, World Bank
Lead Economist for China,
said: “We at the World Bank
have high expectations for the
Central Economic Work Con-
ference. We expect that the
focus will be on a specific poli-
cy and reform framework
that will echo the priorities
expressed at the 19th Nation-
al Congress of the CPC in
October.

This includes a stronger
emphasis on the quality, as
opposed to quantity, of

growth and the mitigation of
macroeconomic risks.”

To improve quality of
growth, China needs to work
on a series of systemic
arrangements to facilitate
achievement of that task, he
told China Daily.

“We would, therefore,
expect more emphasis on pol-
icies and programs to achieve
deleveraging, greater efficien-
cy in the public sector, a
cleaner environment, im-
proved public services for the
population and a stronger
business environment.”

Apart from dealing with
economic sustainability, high-
quality development also
means socially and environ-
mentally sustainable develop-
ment, said Yukon Huang,
senior fellow of the Asia Pro-
gram at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace.

“Having reached upper-
middle-income living stan-
dards, the 19th National
Congress of the CPC rightly
shifted the emphasis toward
quality, and by quality, the
leadership is emphasizing the
need to make the growth
process more socially and
environmentally sustainable.”

Huang said China’s shift to
a more sustainable and
socially sensitive growth path
has been underway for many
years. “But now I sense a
more concerted effort to
address these issues.”

Analysts also said China’s
shift to focus on dealing with
the three major tasks next
year will help improve its
ability to innovate.

China’s approach to address
major risks, poverty and pol-
lution, “could set a global
standard for using the major
challenges of our time as driv-
ers for innovation”, said Den-
nis Pamlin, senior adviser at
the Research Institutes of
Sweden. “With this new initia-
tive, China could actually shift
the global innovation focus.”

Contact the writer at
xinzhiming@
chinadaily.com.cn
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Birthday treat

French President Emmanuel Macron plays with the panda cub Yuan
Meng at ZooParc de Beauval in Saint-Aignan, central France, on
Saturday, which was Macron’s 40th birthday. pHoTO BY XINHUA

12,000 km
trip ends in
Shanghai
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Air forces

Aerial skiers hit successful heights
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The second prototype of the C919 aircraft, China’s first domestically developed narrow-bod pssenger jet, takes off from Shanghai

on Sunday. The original prototype’s first long-haul test flight was in November. vIN LIQIN / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

2nd CI19 tests its mettle in maiden flight

By ZHU WENQIAN

hinadaily.com.cn

The second test C919 air-
craft, China’s first domestical-
ly developed narrow-body
passenger jet, made its debut
flight on Sunday, indicating
the aircraft model is starting
the prelude of large-scale
experiments and test flights,
its manufacturer said.

The flight took off at 10:34
am from Shanghai Pudong
International Airport and
returned at 12:34 pm, accord-
ing to its manufacturer, Com-
mercial Aircraft Corp of
China Ltd.

During the flight, the air-
craft examined the perform-
ance of taking off, landing
and the working status of var-
ious main systems and equip-
ment. It also inspected the

performance of the landing
gear and the navigation and
communication systems.

COMAC said it would send
six test aircraft on test flights,
and complete more than
1,000 compliance tests.
Another two aircraft will car-
ry out ground tests, including
static and fatigue tests.

So far, 785 orders from 27
customers throughout China
and abroad have been placed
for the C919.

“The successful flight of the
second test aircraft is regard-
ed as another milestone as it
enters the airworthiness cer-
tification phase in China,”
said Lin Zhijie, an aviation
industry analyst and colum-
nist at Carnoc.com, one of
China’s largest civil aviation
web portals.

“Meanwhile, China and the

United States have validated
the regulatory standards of
both countries. China and
Europe also are in the process
of certifying the C919 under
the China-European Union
air safety agreement,” he said.

“We could say that the hin-
drances have been cleared up
from the policy level, and the
performance and reliability
of the C919 aircraft itself will
determine if it could get the
airworthiness certificates
from the US and Europe.”

In November, the first pro-
totype C919 test aircraft com-
pleted its first long-haul flight
from Shanghai to Xian,
Shaanxi province.

In the next few years, the
manufacturer said it would
cooperate with the Aviation
Industry Corp of China, and
start intensive series of test

flights at the testing bases in
Yanliang, Shaanxi province,
and at Dongying, Shandong
province.

‘Wu Yue, an assistant to the
general manager of COMAC,
said Yanliang serves as one of
the most important flight-
testing bases in China. Earli-
er, the ARJ21, the nation’s
domestic regional commer-
cial aircraft, took about six
years to complete test flights
in Yanliang. The C919 is
expected to take three years.

Lin said the C919’s entry
into the market is expected to
be between 2020 and 2022.

“Apart from meeting flight
safety standards, the fuel effi-
ciency, maintenance costs
and the comfort level of the
aircraft should all be taken
into consideration before it is
put into use in the market.”

NEXT GENERATION OF FITNESS
APPS GETTING A WORKOUT

Whether helping users to get fit at home or to compete in an online
marathon, developers don't want to skip a step in finding profits

By REN XTAOJIN
renxiaojin@chinadaily.com.cn

Mobile fitness sharing apps
are freeing users from com-
mitting to full-year gym
memberships and their large
upfront payments. The big-
gest concerns among these
startup sharing services is
how to make profits and
maintain the traffic and
equipment.

Further, the interest in fit-
ness has led to development
of training apps, which now
number more than 1,000.
These workout apps can be
found in various app stores
and attract users with free,
detailed tutorials on almost
any type of workout, from
cardio to muscle develop-
ment. Some even have video
tutorials featuring social
media celebrities to demon-
strate the moves.

According to consultancy
SooToo Research in Beijing, a
growing number of people
are working out using mobile
apps as a guide. In its mobile
fitness app report for 2016, it
said although 37.2 percent of
people chose gyms to exercise
28.9 percent stay at home for
various reasons, such as

A woman exercises at a fitness center accessed by an app in
Chengdu, Sichuan province, in February. TA0 KE / FOR CHINA DAILY

avoiding city traffic and
smoggy days.

This makes fitness instruc-
tion apps handy tools for
those who stay at home.

The apps enable users to
exercise with guidance when-
ever and wherever they want,
even in the office during a
lunch break.

Keep, the top free fitness
app with over 110 million reg-
istered users through August,
is designed for busy office
workers with exercises that

last around two to five min-
utes.

“Two minute workouts
before getting off my work,”
one user commented on the
tutorial page. “Life is busy but
you always have a little bit of
time to exercise””

Developer dilemma
Many users choose to use
online apps because they are
free. Then, as they grow
familiar with the exercises,
they become less dependent

Top 3 fitness
app downloads

Unit: millions of downloads

YodoRun 89.72

Codoon 7437

28.9%
From Jan to June,

80% % 80 percent of

of people who
exercise choose to
work out at home.
By the end of 2017,
over 100 million
people will install
fitness apps.

fitness app users
were aged 19 to 35.

Source: SooToo Research,

TakingData AppAnalytics  CHINA DAILY

on the apps. This is the troub-
le some startup app develop-
ers face.

They are trying to make
profits — beyond advertising
— by maintaining user loyalty
amid heavy competition, Soo-
Too Research found out.

“Most apps focus on foot-
step counting and running.
They are rather similar;” Soo-
Too’s report noted. “By 2017,
fitness sports will see over 100

See Fitness page 5
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Villagers
move up

from old

‘machete’

N POVERTY

3 ACTION IN A NEW ERA

By GAO ANMING,
ERIK NILSSON
and YANG WANLI
in Tongren, Guizhou

Yikoudao’s villagers sing
a traditional song about
leaving for the nearest set-
tlement at sunrise and
arriving at sunset.

The song survives. But
its lyrics no longer apply.

Yikoudao’s name trans-
lates as “machete” because
of the shape of the sheer
karst cliff beneath the set-
tlement in Yanhe Tujia
autonomous county, Guiz-
hou province.

The village’s limestone
“blade” cuts up to 1170
meters at its apex.

Until recently, transpor-
tation in Guizhou was less
a challenge of traversing
longitude and latitude
than a problem of abrupt
altitudes. Mountains make
height more of an obstacle
than distance.

Stone soars to slice the
province into pieces, long
making human develop-
ment an uphill battle in
every sense.

But a photo collage on
the wall of Yang Cuihong’s
apartment in Tongren —
where she has relocated —
serves as a portrait of how
her life has been trans-
formed since she left
Yikoudao in June.

One picture shows the
37-year-old’s family in front
of the rustic home they left.

Another shows her fami-
ly and other farmers hiking
over earthen roads with
sacks of belongings slung
over their shoulders as they
trekked to their new, mod-
ern dwellings in Tongren.

Another shows her fami-
ly smiling on the couch
above which the collage
now hangs.

Free apartments

Yang is one of 913 people
who have relocated to
Tongren from one of the
poorest villages in one of
China’s poorest provinces.

The government has
provided villagers from
Yanhe and Songtao coun-
ties with free apartments
— 20 square meters per
occupant — including fur-
niture and appliances.

It also offers vocational
training to enable farmers
to work in skilled trades.

Yang earned 1,500 yuan
($230) a month as a clean-
er after arriving in the city
in the summer. The gov-
ernment later helped her
find a new job doing quali-
ty control for a local tobac-
co company that pays
2,000 yuan a month as a
base salary, plus perform-
ance-based bonuses.

See Relocation page 6-7

ASIA HEWS NETWORK
A member of the
Asia News Network
© 2017 ChinaDaily
All Rights Reserved
Vol.37 — No. 11739
% % — 4% 5:CN11-0091
7 47 2% 4 5 :1SSN0253-9543
S R 1-3

AN
6 9&054«‘001‘501”>




