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Weifang Hi-tech Indus-
trial Development Zone 
achieved outstanding eco-
nomic results in the first 
10 months of 2017 with 
support from leading busi-
nesses, professional indus-
trial parks and State-owned 
companies.

By the end of October, 139 
new high-end projects were 
confirmed, which are set 
to launch operations in the 
zone in the near future. In 
the same period, construc-
tion work on 26 projects 
started, with total invest-
ment of 19.13 billion yuan 
($2.89 billion). 

In the first three quarters 
of 2017, about 3.4 billion 
yuan was invested in the 
zone, which is about 43  per-
cent higher than the annual 
target set by the zone for the 
whole year.

The zone’s authorities 
encourage industry leaders 
such as Shengrui Transmis-
sion and Weichai Group to 
build platforms to attract 
businesses along their value 
chains to the zone. 

In March, Zhejiang Shuan-
ghuan Driveline, one of the 
largest gear component 
producers in the world, and 
Shaanxi Aerospace Power 
Hi-tech signed agreements 
to launch factories in Shen-
grui’s 8-gear auto transmis-
sion industrial park.

Statistics from the zone’s 
authorities show that nine 

companies settled in Shen-
grui’s industrial park, with 
total investment surpassing 
3.3 billion yuan as at the end 
of November. 

One of those is Shandong 
Ruipu Precision Machin-
ery. The company’s prod-
ucts had to be transported 
from Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
province to the zone before 
it launched a plant base in 
Shengrui’s industrial park. 

“Deliveries took four days 
and the logistics costs were 
high in previous years,” said 
Tang Liping, assistant to the 
general manager of Ruipu. 
“We now have lower logistics 
costs and we can help clients 
to solve technical problems 
in a quicker manner.”

Weichai Power is planning 
to construct China’s largest 
new energy motor plant, 
covering 333 hectares in the 
zone. The construction pro-
cess will involve a 50 billion 
yuan investment by 2030. 
The industrial park will also 
have a world-leading hydro-
gen fuel cell plant and a new 
energy innovation and test-
ing center, according to the 
company. 

Goertek, a leading preci-
sion component and wear-
able devices producer in 
China, is also investing in 
several projects based at 
the zone. These include the 
second phase of its smart 
hardware industrial park, its 
research and development 
headquarters and a virtual 
reality culture industrial 
park, to support its growth. 

The Sunshine Insurance 
Group plans to work with its 
Israeli partners to develop 
its health city project. It will 
build hospitals and academ-
ic institutions to expand its 
industrial chain. 

Specialized industrial 
parks in the zone, such as 
a software park and Blue 
Wisdom Valley, have become 
key platforms to serve lead-
ing businesses. Some high-
growth companies have 
been attracted to the zone, 
such as Jonca Automation 
Technology. 

In the first 10 months 
of 2017, 69 projects signed 
agreements to move into 
these specialized industrial 
parks. By the end of October, 
construction work on seven 
business projects started, 
with a total investment of 
5.3 billion yuan. 

State-owned companies 
in the zone, including Wei-
fang Hi-tech Zone Financial 
Investment Holding and 
Weifang Hi-tech Zone Urban 
Construction and Devel-
opment, made significant 
investments to add more 
business service platforms 
to the map. 

Construction of a small 
financial town developed by 
State-owned Shandong Hi-
tech Innovation to support 
development of the local 
financial industry took less 
than three months.

“We want to develop the 
town into a long-standing 
project and a new landmark 
of the zone,” said Cheng Hui, 
chairman of Shandong Hi-
tech Innovation.

The company has achieved 
outstanding results in indus-
trial park construction over 
the past few years, building 
projects such as the finan-
cial square and geographical 
information industrial park.

The zone said it will con-
tinue to optimize its busi-
ness environment to attract 
more companies. 

Wang Yuzhi, deputy direc-
tor of the zone’s investment 
promotion bureau, said 
that the zone will explore 
new ways to attract invest-
ment to support the region’s 
growth. 

Liu Jing contributed to this 
story. 
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Statistical work 
training held

The 2017 Torch Statistical 
Work Training Course was 
held in the Weifang Hi-tech 
Industrial Development 
Zone on Nov 16. The course 
is designed to support the 
China Torch Program, 
which promotes innova-
tion. It attracted more than 
600 people from high-tech 
industry administration 
departments and national 
high-tech economic zones 
from around China. The 
development zone has long 
been committed to pro-
moting innovation-driven 
strategies. The zone ranked 
No 22 among 147 domestic 
economic development 
zones nationwide in terms 
of its comprehensive devel-
opment this year. 

Emergency 
system launched

The Weifang Hi-tech 
Industrial Development 
Zone launched an emer-
gency broadcasting system 
and an online news dis-
tribution platform, www.
wegood.wang, on Nov 21. 
The emergency broadcast-
ing system was indepen-
dently developed by the 
zone and is one of its first 
16 community projects. It 
will help local residents to 
receive information from 
the government. The web-
site and the mobile app will 
become a new information 
distribution channel for the 
zone. 

innovation hubs 
set up worldwide

Weichai Power launched 
a new technology innova-
tion center in the Germany 
Aschaffenburg on Nov 19. It 
also signed a contract with 
AVL, a leading powertrain 
developer in Austria, to 
build an innovation center. 
The construction marked 
a new step in Weichai 
Power’s global innova-
tion system. The system 
is designed to attract the 
most advanced technolo-
gies and top tech person-
nel, and to explore a way 
to better connect market 
and research centers. It 
will help Weichai to make 
breakthroughs in develop-
ing traditional engines and 
components. It will also 
support the development 
of Weichai’s new-energy 
technology, smart driving 
and internet of things. The 
company said it will con-
tinue to build technological 
innovation centers and 
new-energy innovation cen-
ters in countries such as the 
United States and Japan. 
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The Weifang Hi-tech Indus-
trial Development Zone is this 
year taking the initiative to 
improve road safety and condi-
tions, among its efforts to sup-
port the Weifang Quality City 
Construction project. 

Local officials said that in 
2017 the zone launched a pro-
gram to promote improved 
behavior behind the wheel.

As a result, drivers in the 
region are required to stop 
when they see pedestrians walk 
onto zebra crossings. 

Government vehicles, buses, 
police cars and some private 
car owners were provided with 
reminder stickers asking driv-
ers to “give way at zebra cross-
ing lines.”

Volunteers also gave infor-
mation to drivers on the street. 
Local media helped, broadcast-
ing non-commercial advertis-
ing, to educate road users.

“More than 90 percent of 
drivers have learnt to give 
way to pedestrians at zebra 
crossings after we promoted 
the project for more than a 
month,” said Su Guangsheng, 
deputy head of the traffic police 
department of the zone’s public 
security bureau. 

“On a street without traffic 
lights, a driver let me go first 
at a zebra crossing,” a netizen 
posted on an online bulletin 
board.

“I gave the thumbs up to the 
driver who smiled back at  me. 
The zone is good. The people in 
the zone are good.” 

The netizen’s post attracted 
widespread attention and 
many other netizens replied 

with ‘likes’ for the city and the 
driver. 

Apart from promoting civi-
lized behavior among drivers, 
the zone also launched many 
other behavior promotion 
projects to improve the lot of 
residents.

The zone installed signal 
lights this year allowing pedes-
trians to press a button before 
walking onto zebra crossings 
on some crowded streets. The 
new signals give pedestrians  
an extra 30 seconds to reach 
the other side of the crossing, 
after pressing the button at the 
lights. 

“It will help reduce the chanc-
es of a traffic accident happen-
ing and provide a safer environ-
ment for residents,” Su said. 

Apart from promoting 
improved traffic behavior, the 
zone was active in other areas.

It also made a significant 
investment to refurbish old res-
idential communities, upgrade 
old pipe networks, expand 
green areas, build more cul-
tural facilities, promote better 
rubbish treatment methods 
and enhance the living envi-
ronment in both urban and 
rural areas.  

The zone is also making 
efforts to enhance the qual-
ity of public services, improve 
city management skills and 
regulate the operations of local 
markets. 

As a result of the initiatives, 
officials say, many illegal build-
ings in old communities were 
removed and littering on the 
street is rarely seen.

Cui Chengwang contributed 
to this story. 

Drivers get into the 
zone when it comes 
to road, traffic safety

Briefly

A staff member of a bus terminal puts a poster on a bus to remind 
the bus driver and passengers to behave properly and give way 
according to traffic rules.

A family in the high-tech 
zone explores the new 
broadcasting system. 
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Weifang Hi-tech Industrial 
Development Zone is pushing 
to improve the quality of its 
medical services, to help create 
a better quality of life for local 
residents. 

The zone’s medical service 
authority released a quality 
enhancement action plan on 
Sept 5, vowing to  improve the 
overall quality of the region’s 
medical services in  100 days. 

A beneficiary of the plan, a 
resident who suffered from dia-
betes, has received treatment 
at the People’s Hospital in the 
zone for many years. But she 
wanted to transfer to its Sun-
shine Union Hospital, and was 
daunted about the complicated 
transfer procedures. 

The People’s Hospital learned 
of her request and helped with 
the transfer quickly.

“I never imagined the trans-

fer procedure could be so easy. 
The hospital helped me to set-
tle everything,” she said. 

Zhang Jing, deputy direc-
tor of the zone’s health and 
family planning bureau, said 
there had been a big overall 
improvement in patient admis-
sions, discharges and transfer 
procedures.

“We’ve taken measures to 
provide all the necessary infor-
mation to the patients’ new 
hospital to help them settle 
down better,” Zhang added. 

The zone encourages hospi-
tals to recognize the results of 
medical tests from other hos-
pitals to help patients reduce 
their financial burdens. The 
move will also help the zone to 
save medical resources. 

Another resident said she  
visited the Sunshine Union 
Hospital to get an opinion 
about a brain condition, diag-
nosed by a hospital in Ji’nan, 

capital of Shandong province. 
She brought her MRI scan, 

or magmatic resonance imag-
ing results, obtained from 

Ji’nan, to the zone’s hospital to 
see if doctors could make sug-
gestions based on the existing 
findings. 

Sunshine Union Hospital 
doctors then provided medi-
cal advice after looking at 
the results, helping her  save 

nearly 1,000 yuan ($154). 
The zone’s hospitals have 

also launched one-stop service 
platforms and established sys-
tems to deal with patients’ com-
plaints — to provide the most 
convenient, effective, transpar-

ent, and safe medical services. 
“Those efforts will pay off sig-

nificantly in helping the zone to 
improve the quality of medical 
services, create a cozy caring 
environment, improve patient 
satisfaction levels about the 
medical system and strengthen 
relationships between patients 
and doctors,” said Liu Cuiping, 
director of the zone’s health and 
family planning bureau.

Cui Chengwang contributed to 
this story.

Medical professionals at the Weifang high-tech zone’s People’s Hospital offer free checkups for 
residents in Xincheng subdistrict. proviDeD to cHina Daily

Medical services look set to get clean bill of health from quality initiative
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139  
new projects
were confirmed in the 
high-tech zone by the 
end of October

A technician at Shengrui Transmission checks components of the company’s 8-gear auto transmission in the Weifang Hi-tech Industrial 
Development zone. pHotos proviDeD to cHina Daily

Expanding value chain, 
upping investment goals

Big production bases draw in up, downstream companies to boost growth

Those efforts will 
pay off significantly 
in helping the zone 
to improve the 
quality of  medical 
services.”
Liu Cuiping, director of the 
zone’s health and family 
planning bureau

Drivers give way to pedestrians at a zebra crossing in the Weifang high-
tech zone following a program to improve behavior behind the wheel. 


