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Big expectations from big data
Guizhou province takes advantage of new technology to develop economy, boost employment and combat poverty

By CHENG YU in Beijing

and YANG JUN in Guiyang

Guizhou in Southwest Chi-
na struggled with unemploy-
ment and poverty before big 
data created  a big future for 
the province.

Nestled in a mountainous
region, it has been trans-
formed in the past three years
into an innovation hub as 
major global companies, such 
as Apple Inc, Alibaba Group 
Holding Ltd and Hyundai 
Motor Group, flocked to the 
area.

“Big data has helped relieve
local poverty as it has brought
huge opportunities to impov-
erished areas and created 
jobs at the same time,” said 
Jing Yaping, deputy director 
of the bureau responsible for 
Guizhou province’s big data 
development.

Innovation and cutting-
edge technology has fueled 
economic growth across China
with big data playing a crucial 
role. 

This transformation is in
line with General Secretary
Xi Jinping’s remarks during 
the 19th National Congress of 
the Communist Party of China.

Xi emphasized that innova-
tion is the primary force driv-
ing development. 

“We will move Chinese
industries up to the medium-
high end of the global value 
chain, and foster a number of 
world-class advanced manu-
facturing clusters,” he said.

Xi called for more efforts to
develop advanced manufac-
turing, promote further inte-
gration of the internet, big 
data and artificial intelligence 
with the real economy.

Guizhou has certainly
adopted this approach to 
achieve rapid growth. 

Official data showed the
industrial output of large-
scale digital information man-
ufacturing in the province was
at 5.26 billion yuan ($800 mil-
lion) in the first half of this 
year, a jump of 64 percent 
compared to 2016.

It was first time the sector
had contributed double-digit 
numbers to industrial growth.

“In Guizhou, big data has
become the new growth 
engine for economic transfor-
mation,”  said Qin Rupei, 
executive vice-governor of 
Guizhou, and a delegate at the
Congress. 

Figures also revealed that
software and IT services pro-
duced revenue of 15.59 billion 
yuan in the first half of 2017, a 
36.4 percent increase year-on-
year.

“Thanks to big data, Guiz-
hou has been able to rejuve-
nate itself,” Jing, of the big data
bureau, said.

An hour’s drive out of the
provincial capital of Guiyang 
is Guian New Area, a 1,795-
square-kilometer industrial 
technology park, packed with 
blue-chip brands.

Hyundai is one of the latest
big names to open a big data 
center there. The South Korea-
based automotive company 
plans to collate and analyze 

massive data for its advanced 
automated vehicles. It will also
use the information for 
research and development.

“Hyundai Motor’s know-
how in big data analysis, cou-
pled with Guizhou province’s 
push into (the sector), will 
surely accelerate development 
in connected car technolo-
gies,” Hwang Seung-ho, execu-
tive vice-president and head of
the auto intelligence division 
at Hyundai, told the compa-
ny’s website.

Earlier this year, China Daily
reported that more than 400 
companies in the big data 
industry had set up in Guian 

New Area, including Apple, 
Microsoft, Alibaba, Tencent 
Holdings Ltd and Huawei 
Technologies Co Ltd.

China’s major telecom oper-
ators, China Telecommunica-
tions Corp, China Mobile 
Communications Corp and 
China United Network Com-
munications Group Co Ltd, 
also have centers there.

Up to 20 Fortune 500 com-
panies and 14 of China’s top 
500 firms have a presence in 
the technology park.

Apple, for example, invested
$1 billion on its first big data 
center in the country. The Gui-
an setup will be used to help 

meet growing demand for 
advanced cloud services.

The global tech giant’s deci-
sion to ramp up investment in 
China comes at a time when it 
is losing ground to domestic 
rivals such as Huawei.

Still, this move will cement
its place in the market here. 

“The big data industry will
play an important role in help-
ing Guian build a modern 
industrial system, create more
jobs and improve administra-
tive efficiency,” said Ma 
Changqing, then head of the 
administrative committee of 
Guian New Area. 

“We are developing a

smart city,” Ma added. 
Another high-profile busi-

ness in Guizhou is FAST or the 
Five-hundred-meter Aperture 
Spherical radio Telescope. The 
installation recently celebrat-
ed its first anniversary there.

Known as the world’s larg-
est radio telescope, it is able to
collect celestial big data by 
detecting emissions from 
stars and galaxies across the 
cosmos.

FAST has also been used to
study pulsars, which is short 
for pulsating radio stars.

“New discoveries, such as
pulsars, have been made by 
FAST, which is of great impor-

tance to solving key physics 
problems,” the National 
Astronomical Observatories 
of China stated in a media 
conference.

Back on earth, leading
cloud service provider Bai-
shan Cloud has increased its 
sales volume by more than 
50-fold since opening up in 
Guizhou in 2015, although the
private company declined to 
disclose further financial 
information.

Indeed, firms such as Bai-
shan Cloud have helped cre-
ate jobs and fuel the 
province’s economy.

Last year, e-commerce
turnover in the province’s 
rural areas increased by 27.1 
percent and helped the added 
value side of the agricultural 
processing industry.

Statistics from Guizhou
Poverty Alleviation Office also
showed that poverty rates 
dropped from 26.8 percent in 
2012 to 10.6 by the end of last 
year. Additionally, up to 1,500 
villages have been removed 
from the poverty-stricken list.

“We have made significant
progress in fighting poverty in
the past few years through 
industry development,” said 
Qin Rufang, deputy director 
of Poverty Relief Office of 
Guizhou province.
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Dong Xianwu contributed to 
this story.

A “time tunnel” effect is displayed at Guizhou province’s big data demonstration center in Guiyang. XINHUA

The China International Big Data Industry Expo 2017 in Guiyang attracted more than 310 enterprises 
and institutions. XINHUA

Majors in network engi-
neering, or cloud computing, 
as well as data science and big
data technology are on the 
curriculum for the four-year 
bachelor’s degree course.

Part of which will also
include tutorials from senior 
Alibaba technology staff.

“We will dispatch core tech-
nology experts, and contrib-
ute to the research and 

development of teaching 
materials,” said Michael Yang, 
vice-president of Alibaba 
Cloud Computing.

The company plans to
recruit stellar students from 
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A group of 295 freshmen at
the Big Data College in Guiz-
hou’s provincial capital of 
Guiyang are going through a 
unique experience.

These undergraduates are
attending China’s first higher 
education establishment ded-
icated to one of the driving 
forces of innovation and tech-
nology in the 21st century.

In a move to cultivate talent
in the field of big data, the col-
lege has put a partnership 
together between industry, 
universities and research 
institutes.

Last month, it opened its
doors for the first time after 
being founded by Guizhou 
provincial government, the 

Guizhou Institute of Technol-
ogy, online giant Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd and edu-
cational platform Huikedu 
Group.

The college’s main mission
is to train technicians and sci-
entists of the future.

“We are different from oth-
er colleges as students will not
only get diplomas in big data 
but also certificates from Ali-
baba,” said Long Fenjie, presi-
dent of Guizhou Institute of 
Technology.

“This will be beneficial to
their careers in the long term,”
he added.

Up to 2,500 big data and
cloud computing students are
expected to graduate, as well 
as another 10,000 in related 
professions, during the next 
three years. 

the program, Yang pointed 
out, or recommend them to 
other high-tech firms.

Apart from cooperating
with Alibaba, Guizhou has
agreed a partnership deal for
an electronics college with
the National Institute of
Information Technology in
India. 

A China-United Kingdom
data park, which will house
30 companies, is also being
developed for healthcare-
related technology. 

“More high quality resour-
ces will be integrated into 
Guizhou with the help of such
collaborations,” Long, of Guiz-
hou Institute of Technology, 
said.

“This will inject energy into
future big data development 
in the province,” he added. 

Unique model to cultivate the talent of tomorrow

The opening ceremony at the Big Data College of the Guizhou 
Institute of Technology on Sept 15, 2017. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Students will not 
only get diplomas 
in big data but 
also certificates 
from Alibaba.”
Long Fenjie, president of 
Guizhou Institute of Technology

Thanks to big 
data, Guizhou 
has been able 
to rejuvenate 
itself.”
Jing Yaping, deputy director 
of Guizhou’s big data bureau

$800 
million

industrial output of Gui-
zhou’s large-scale digital 
information manufacturing

By CHENG YU in Beijing 

and YANG JUN in Guiyang

Truck Alliance is a Uber-
type Chinese company for 
heavy vehicles and a global 
“unicorn”.

Guiyang Huochebang Tech-
nology Co Ltd, or Truck Alli-
ance for short, is one of 55 
startups in China worth more 
than $1 billion, consultancy 
CB Insights reported.

“Huochebang impressed us
a lot with its business model, 
scale of platform and opera-
tion,” said Wu Wenjie, a man-
aging partner at Baidu 
Capital, which is part of online
giant Baidu Inc. 

“It has a deep understand-
ing of China’s logistics market 
and has established the largest
and the only nationwide 
matching system between 
truckers and shippers, holding
a dominant position in this 
sector,” Wu added, pointing 
out that Baidu Capital is a 
major investor in the startup.

Earlier this year, Truck Alli-
ance received $56 million in 
series B-3 funding, led by All-
Stars Investment Ltd, a spe-
cialized hybrid fund. 

More than $327 million has
been raised through series B 
funding.

Naturally, big data has
played a crucial part in Truck 
Alliance’s success as it helps 
connect drivers with com-
modities which need trans-
porting. It is also vital to run 
the app’s truck sales and auto 
finance services.

“We are bullish about the
prospects for the integration 
of the logistics industry and 
mobile internet,” said Ji Wei-
dong, co-founder of All-Stars 
Investment.

Based in Guizhou province,
Truck Alliance is also backed 
by online juggernaut Tencent 
Holdings Ltd, as well as an 
array of big players.

In May, the company
announced it had developed 
language apps in Uygur, Rus-
sian and Mongolian in a move 
to promote trans-border logis-
tics, and commerce for econo-
mies involved in the Belt and 
Road Initiative.

“The combination of rail-
ways and highways will be sig-
nificant in the future when it 
comes to the Belt and Road 
Initiative and for Eurasia,” 
said Tang Tianguang, 
co-founder and chief technol-
ogy officer of Truck Alliance.

“Logistics mainly rely on
these networks,” he added.

Many Eurasian economies
and regions still lag behind in 
internet infrastructure devel-
opment and smart freight 
transportation.

By the end of July, Truck
Alliance had 4.5 million regis-
tered vehicles and 880,000 
corporate customers. 

More than 140,000 transac-
tions go through the compa-
ny’s books each day with total 
freight charges exceeding 1.7 
billion yuan ($260 million).

Truck Alliance has also
signed a deal with China Shen-
hua Rail and Trucks Co, which 
is heavily involved in road-rail 
transportation in economies 
involved in the Belt and Road 
Initiative.

“In the past, we built a logis-
tics network covering many 
parts of China,” Tang said. “In 
the future, we plan to go out 
and connect different coun-
tries and regions in the Belt 
and Road Initiative.”

Truck 
Alliance 
turns into 
a unicorn

We are bullish 
about the prospects 
for the integration 
of the logistics 
industry and 
mobile internet.”
Ji Weidong, co-founder 
of All-Stars Investment


