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ried there are no jobs for them 
in the city,” said Xiao Han, a 
public servant in Tongren, 
who helped relocated villag-
ers to adapt to urban life. 

“There’s no specialized 
training for them.” 

Deng’s family owns a 120-
square-meter modern apart-
ment in Tongren. But the 
couple only visits it about 
five times a year. 

“I want to find a job in the
city to stay with our kids,” 
Deng said, shoveling corn in 
front of his rustic house. 

The kernels flew from the
blade like sparks as he spoke. 

“But most of my family’s 
income comes from alcohol. 
I can do that here.” 

They earn 40,000 yuan to
50,000 yuan ($6,000-7,700) a 
year selling booze. 

I’ve focused on covering 
poverty alleviation during 
my 11 years in China. 

No society in human histo-
ry has lifted so many people 
out of poverty so quickly. 

The relocation program in
Tongren and the construc-
tion of infrastructure in 
Guizhou serves as a micro-

cosm for what’s happening 
nationwide, as China has 
declared it’ll eliminate 
extreme poverty by 2020. 

Everyone knows China is a
huge country with a huge 
population. 

But fewer people appreci-
ate the role of geography, 
which has largely conspired 
against the 1.4 billion people 
who inhabit the country’s 
terrain. 

China is crowded not only
with people but also with 
geological hazards. 

Its inhabitants dwell 
among an inordinate density 
of fault lines, mountains, 
deserts and plateaus. 

Guizhou has long remained
one of China’s poorest provin-
ces because of  its mountain-
ous terrain. It’s diced by karst 
peaks that make agriculture, 
industry, transportation — 
basically, you name it — diffi-
cult to develop. 

The country has made 
great strides in overcoming 
such roadblocks as moun-
tains to enhance transporta-
tion in such tricky terrains. 

Urban centralization in 

places like Tongren provide 
advanced, accessible public 
services and modern, private 
amenities in homes. 

A growing number of pro-
grams provide job training to 
former farmers and herders 
that offer better livelihoods. 

Deng is an outlier. 
One of the final steps to 

eliminating poverty is to pro-
vide new opportunities for 
people like him. 

I’ve noticed that when 
people remain poor in places 
where the government has 
generally brought prosperity, 
it’s often linked to illness or 
disability. Deng’s family is 
doing OK, financially. 

But if he could work in the
city, he could live there, too. 

And he could enjoy its 
advantages — including 
being with his kids.

Contact the writer at 
erik_nilsson@
chinadaily.com.cn

Dealing with disability to beat poverty 
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assemble and operate a 
permanent manned space 
station. 

Construction of the station
is planned for completion by 
2020. It will enter into ser-
vice around 2022, with an 
initial designed life of at least
10 years.

White whales and their trainers entertain visitors to an aqua park in Chengdu, Sichuan province, on Monday.   WANG HUAN / FOR CHINA DAILY

Candid camera: Whale of a time

They said there was a 
secret behind their house. 

So, I left the couple shovel-
ing corn into a wooden 
roasting barrel to investigate.

It turned out to be a cave
containing buried treasure 
— liquor. 

The couple uses the cavern
hidden
behind their
home to store
large ceramic
urns in which
their corn
liquor fer-
ments. I
sniffed the
finished prod-
uct. It smelled
… potent.

Deng Zaiquan and his wife
haven’t yet relocated from 
Guizhou province’s under-
developed Yikoudao village 
to Tongren city like most of 
their neighbors. He’s con-
cerned about getting a job, 
since he has a disabled arm. 

So, they’ve spent the past
four years brewing spirits to 
support their three children 
in high school in Tongren. 

“Disabled people are wor-
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Book fair in exhibition center 
opens in Beijing on Thursday 
The Beijing Book Fair will be held at the 

China International Exhibition Center in 

the capital from Thursday to Saturday. 

More than 700 publishers and representa-

tives from 3,000 bookstores and libraries 

will attend the event. Various activities 

including forums, reading clubs and lec-

tures will be held during the fair. 

Electronic games’ regional 
finals set for Shandong 
The World Electronic Sports Games Asia 

Pacific Finals will kick off on Thursday in 

Jiaozhou, Shandong province. The tourna-

ment offers a $92,500 prize pool distributed 

among the top eight teams out of 20 in the 

region. It will run until Sunday. The event is 

an international eSports championship 

tournament organized by AliSports, the 

sports arm of e-commerce behemoth Aliba-

ba. It is touted as the world’s highest paying 

e-sports series, with 1,200 events planned 

across 15 cities and offering a total prize 

purse of $5.5 million. 

Latest Jumanji franchise    
to hit screens on Friday 
Sony’s action adventure comedy film 

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle will hit Chi-

nese theaters on Friday. The film continues 

the franchise that first hit the screens in the 

1995 movie starring Robin Williams in an 

adaptation of the popular children’s book. 

In the latest installment, four misfit high-

school kids get sucked into a vintage video 

game and become the characters they’ve 

logged on as. 

People: Master guqin maker 
sets the tune for success 
Guqin, or 

the Chinese 

zither, (a 

stringed 

instrument 

where the 

strings are 

the same 

length as 

the soundboard), has a history spanning 

more than 3,000 years. Wang Bing in Zunyi, 

Guizhou province, learned the intricate 

skills of zither-making when he was 10 and 

has been making the instrument for more 

than 30 years. It takes more than 100 steps 

to make a zither, Wang said. His products 

have been cherished by fans from home 

and abroad. The guqin and its music has 

been included by UNESCO on the Repre-

sentative List of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity.

 

Trend: Foreigners believe food 
is best ‘taste’ of culture
Foreigners believe Chinese cuisine is the 

factor that best represents Chinese culture, 

according to the 2016-2017 China National 

Image Global Survey released last week. 

Conducted by the Center for International 

Communication Studies at the China For-

eign Languages Publishing Administration 

and global research agency Kantar Mill-

ward Brown and Lightspeed, the survey 

interviewed people in 22 countries, with 

500 respondents from each country. Chi-

nese medicine and martial arts also stood 

out as significant representatives of culture. 

Photos: ‘Basketball Granny’, 
82, holds court on the internet 
An 

82-year-

old wom-

an in 

Hefei, 

Anhui 

province, 

has aston-

ished neti-

zens with her skill on the basketball court. 

Photos of her playing went viral on social 

media recently, helping her earn the nick-

name of “Basketball Granny”. Yue Jingxia, 

who was born in Liaoning province in 1936, 

has lived in Anhui for nearly 60 years. She 

fell in love with basketball in grade four in 

primary school. Apart from basketball, she’s

also good at yoga, which she started to 

learn 17 years ago. 

Society: 1,500 contestants 
take part in festival ski races
The 2018 Changchun Ice and Snow Festival 

and the Jingyuetan Vasa International Ski-

ing Festival recently kicked off in Chang-

chun, Jilin province, last week. More than 

1,500 contestants from 35 countries and 

regions will take part in the ski races. Vari-

ous activities to promote snow and ice 

sports will be held during the event, which 

will last until March 2. To meet the 

demands of tourists and better promote the 

ice and snow tourism industry in Jilin, 41 

venues for winter sports and entertainment 

have been constructed and there will plenty 

of opportunities to learn about Jilin cul-

ture, including its hot springs and villages. 

Travel: Winter wonderland 
takes shape outside capital

Plunging temperatures can provide a per-

fect setting for nature to work its magic. 

With snow yet to fall in the capital, people 

in Beijing have been going to the city’s out-

skirts to view an ice cascade. Located at the 

Shenquan Valley in Mentougou, the scenic 

spot is 45 kilometers from downtown Bei-

jing. Those who feel energetic can climb, or 

rest with a picnic and sightseeing. Visit our 

website to view the amazing winter scenes. 

Art: Beijing exhibition aims to 
create urban dialogue 
An art exhibition featuring paintings, 

sculptures and installations is showcasing 

the creative vitality of 15 contemporary Chi-

nese artists. Organized by the Topred Gal-

lery, it aims to initiate a 

dialogue between 

urban residents and 

contemporary art 

forms. Going beyond 

the bold experimenta-

tion of color and light, 

artists integrate the fla-

vor of traditional cul-

ture into their works, 

such as Zen and nostal-

gia for one’s mother-

land. The exhibit will 

run through to Feb 28. 
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On Jan 10, 2001, Shenzhou
2, the country’s second exper-
imental unmanned space-
craft, was launched from the 
Jiuquan Satellite Launch 
Center in Gansu province. 

The Shenzhou series has 
carried out 11 flights. 

In 2016, the Shenzhou XI
manned spacecraft carried 
two astronauts into space to 
dock with the Tiangong II 
space lab. The astronauts 
worked in the lab for 30 days 
before returning to Earth. 

Since November 1999, 
when Shenzhou 1 was 
launched, China has made 
major breakthroughs in its 
ambitious space program 
which envisions a space sta-
tion and sending a probe to 
Mars at the start of the next 
decade. 

China launched its first 
space lab, Tiangong I, in Sep-

tember 2011. It ended the 
data service in 2016. 

Tiangong II space lab 
blasted off in 2016, which 
bodes well for the final 
phase of the country’s three-
step manned space program. 

The first step, to send a 
man into space and return 
safely, was fulfilled by Yang 
Liwei in Shenzhou V in 2003. 

The second step is to 
develop advanced space 
flight techniques and tech-
nologies including extrave-
hicular activity and orbital 
docking. 

The final step will be to 

This Day, That Year

years 
on

Editor’s Note: This year 
marks the 40th anniversary 
of China’s reform and open-
ing-up policy.
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