Advertorial

International business fair promotes entrepreneurial cooperation, trade

By QIU QUANLIN
in Guangzhou
qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn

The annual China Inter-
national Small and Medium
Enterprises Fair has played an
increasingly important role
of strengthening cooperation
between Chinese business
owners and their overseas
counterparts, said the event’s
organizers.

This year’s fair will start on
Oct 10 in Guangzhou, capital
of Guangdong province, with
6,000 booths that cover a total
area of 150,000 square meters.

Over the past 13 years, more
than 8,200 overseas companies
had participated in the fair, and
16 countries and international
organizations had served as
co-hosts of the event.

Following Russia and India,
South Africa becomes a co-host
of the fair this year, showing
the important role of the fair of
promoting trade and economic
cooperation among members
of BRICS, a commonly used
acronym for the emerging-mar-
ket economies of Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa.

The United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organiza-
tion is another co-host of this
year’s event.

“Thanks to its growing
importance of promoting
cooperation among global
SMEs, more countries and
international organizations
have shown their interests in
co-hosting the event,” said He
Zuoxian, deputy director-gen-
eral of the Guangdong SME
Bureau and director-general of
the Bureau of CISMEF.

He said a growing number of
countries, including the United
Arab Emirates, Nigeria, Brit-
ain and Israel, are preparing to
send delegations to the event
and will talk to the organiz-
ers about possible cooperation
with the fair in future years.

Edith Vries, director-general
of the Department of Small

_4

Handicrafts at a foreign booth attract visitors at a previous China International Small and Medium Enterprises Fair. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

6,000

booths
planned at the 2017 CISMEF

Business Development of
South Africa, said the annual
CISMEF has become a global
stage where the country’s entre-
preneurs display their products
to the international market.

“We intend to use the fair as
a platform to unlock markets
for our small businesses and
cooperatives,’ Vries said.

He added that South Africa
will bring to the fair some of its
most dynamic enterprises from
North West, Free State and
Limpopo provinces, involving
a variety of sectors, includ-
ing agro-processing, biodiesel
production, jewelry manufac-
turing, engineering and infra-
structure development, textile
and fashion, farming, solar
energy and tourism.

South Africa’s business
trends and the entrepreneur-
ial landscape require far more
sophisticated skKills to achieve
international competitiveness
to ensure access to global mar-
kets for SMEs, the director-
general said.

“We believe that small, medi-
um and micro enterprises and
cooperatives are important
drivers of economic growth and
job creation,” Vries said.

In total, more than 70 small,
medium and micro enterprises
of South Africa will promote
their products and investment
opportunities during this
year’s event.

The event’s organizers have
launched a series of overseas
promotions to showcase the
annual fair, and 1,028 exhibi-
tion booths have been con-
firmed already by businesses
and organizations from 31
countries and regions.

The fair will include spe-
cial exhibition zones covering
countries related to the Belt

and Road Initiative, Africa,
the Middle East and Europe,
as well as China’s Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan.

“Since the announcement of
the Belt and Road Initiative,
Poland has been willing to be
a part of it and an important
trade and economic partner
for China,” said Joanna Skoc-
zek, consul general of Poland
in Guangzhou.

Skoczek said the number of
Chinese visiting Poland in the
first quarter of 2017 increased
by 85 percent compared with
the same period last year.
The trade volume between
Guangdong and Poland was
nearly $4.2 billion in 2016,
increasing 13.3 percent year-
on-year and accounting for
over one-fifth of the total
between China and Poland.

“Chinese businesses are
encouraged to visit Poland to
strengthen the mutual coop-
eration in the fields of trading,
investment and education,”
Skoczek said.

She also said that 96 percent
of Polish companies are small
and medium-sized enterprises,
many of which are family busi-
nesses and contribute the great-
er part of the country’s GDP.

“Poland is known worldwide
for the quality of its food, such
as apples and milk, which are
already available on the Chi-
nese market. We believe that
Chinese consumers will be
more open for new tastes of
Polish food in the near future,’
Skoczek said.

For more infor-
mation about
the fair, scan the
QR code, call
8620-83137630
or log on to www.cismef.com.cn
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China International SME Fair

Some exhibits of the 14th China International
Small and Medium Enterprises Fair

rose mineral facial wine
essential oil water cream
jewelry dairy chocolate dessert
products

Vietnam

nuts and coffee mahogany small wooden
dried fruits furniture  handicrafts
Myanmar @ @ ‘
ornaments apparel coffee
Greece
wine olive oil
tea organic food traditional seafood
handicrafts
red wine glasses leatherwear
Hong o)
Kong @ @
home apparel IT medical and
appliances products health products

Source: Bureau of China International Small and Medium Enterprises Fair



