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Demolition
case ruling
could set
milestone

If verdict favors property owner,
it will limit government power

By ZHAO YINAN
2haoyinan@chinadaily.com.cn

A Beijing court on Thurs-
day heard a forced demolition
case that, depending on the
final verdict, could lead to a
rare ruling in which govern-
ment power is limited.

If the court decides to side
with the property owners, it
would be among the few cases
nationwide in which authori-
ties lost a lawsuit for pulling
down a house without going
through legal procedures.

Cui Ruhui, with his niece
Cui Fengling, claim that
Dasungezhuang township
demolished the family’s
newly built house in March,
despite the fact that the fam-
ily was still waiting for the
results of a review, conducted
by the capital’s Shunyi district
government, of the demoli-
tion order.

Cui Fengling said it was
against the Administrative
Coercion Law, which took
effect on Jan 1 and requires
governments to suspend
forcible measures, including
demolition, if the measure is
under administrative review.
The only exception, the law
states, is in cases involving
public emergencies.

“We applied for adminis-
trative review by Shunyi on
March 22, but the township
government came in anyway
at 6 the next morning,” she
said. “My uncle and I were in
the house and were forced off
the property”

The plaintiffs’ lawyer, Liu
Changsong, has asked the
township to compensate
the family’s costs, including
430,000 yuan ($67,520) for
land leveling and construc-
tion, and 10,000 yuan for
emotional damage.

The authority, in response,
said it did not know the fam-
ily had applied to the district
for an administrative review,
since Cui “only submitted the
required materials on the last
day of the period open for
such applications”

The township further
argued that the house, a five-
room bungalow, was built on
aportion of arable land where
construction is strictly pro-
hibited.

To support the claim, the
government handed in a cer-

tificate issued by Shunyi’s land
resources authority, which
confirms that the disputed
land is part of a national plan
to protect farmland from
being converted to construc-
tion use.

Liu, however, said the land
was traditionally allocated to
the family but was unattend-
ed and gradually grew into a
dumping ground.

The panel of three judges,
after hearing more than three
hours of cross-examination
on Thursday, did not specify
a date to continue the trial or
deliver a verdict.

However, legal profession-
als said that if the court rules
in support of the plaintiffs, the
case will become a milestone.

The coercion law is expect-
ed to limit and standardize
government initiatives in
future.

The law, the country’s prin-
cipal regulation to curb gov-
ernment power and prevent
abuse of power, was passed
June 2011 after undertaking
five readings by the National
People’s Congress Standing
Committee, the top legisla-
ture. It was among the most
long-awaited laws in China,
having taken more than 20
years to complete.

The law establishes a set of
procedures for governments
when it is about to carry out
forcible measures and outlaws
activities such as the use of vio-
lence, intimidation or carrying
out coercive measures at night
or during holidays.

But lawmakers have
admitted it takes time for
authorities to adapt to the
new regulation, which runs
against some existing stipu-
lations and government
practice.

Xin Chunying, deputy
director of the Legislative
Affairs Commission of the
NPC Standing Committee,
said in an earlier interview the
top legislature has been clean-
ing up and modifying regula-
tions that run contradictory
to the law.

Han Dayuan, a law profes-
sor at Renmin University of
China, said the cleaning up
could be difficult because
governments will be reluctant
to give up the use of force,
often an “easier way to solve
problems’.
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The annual event to swim across the Pearl River was held in Guangzhou on Thursday afternoon.

Pearl River swim a Chinese baptism for expats

By XU JINGXI in Guangzhou
ujingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

Two foreign faces stood out
among the group of swimmers
who had just crossed the Pearl
River on a hot Thursday after-
noon in Guangzhou, Guang-
dong province.

Jorge Sanchez and Brian
Timm-Brock from the US
Consulate General in Guang-
zhou were the only two for-
eigners among the 2,100 par-
ticipants in the annual swim
across the Pear] River this year.

The event, founded in 2006,
aims to strengthen local people’s
awareness about protecting the
river, demonstrate the govern-
ment’s determination in improv-
ing the pollution and showcase
its achievements in this area.

“The water was clear enough
for me. I swallowed some water
during the swim. It tasted bet-
ter than salty seawater,” said
Sanchez, the agricultural trade
officer at the consulate.

Sanchez said he found the
water quality of the Pearl River
better than that of some rivers
in Mexico and North China
where he has swum. “There are
not dirty things such as moss
in the Pearl River but I could
find it in Mexican rivers, said
Sanchez.

“Abating water pollution
requires efforts from cities in
both upper and lower reaches
and cooperation among dif-
ferent governmental depart-
ments,” Sanchez said.

People from six cities in
Guangdong province, Guang-
zhou, Foshan, Zhaogqing,
Dongguan, Zhongshan and
Qingyuan, took part in the
event in Guangzhou on Thurs-
day. The five cities share with
Guangzhou the duty of keep-
ing the tributaries of the Pearl
River Delta clean.

Sanchez came to work in
Guangzhou three years ago
and his dream of participating
in the swimming event finally
came true this year.

“I’m ‘tattooed’ as a real
Guangzhou resident now; said
Sanchez.

“It’s like one should climb up
the Great Wall if he visits Bei-
jing. Pearl River is an impor-
tant part of culture here,” he
said.

The swimming fan could
not think of similar swimming
events in the US. “Americans
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Two foreign participants, Jorge Sanchez (left) and Brian Timm-
Brock, pose for shutterbugs at Thursday’s crossing of the Pearl

River in Guangzhou.

just jump in a river individually
to enjoy swimming when we
want to, while Chinese tend to
do things in groups,” Sanchez
said.

“But it’s great that I could
share the fun of swimming
with so many local people. It
makes me feel that 'm part of
the city and its people.

“It’s also a great honor for
me to swim together with the
mayor,” Sanchez added.

Sanchez’s colleague, consul
Brian Timm-Brock, also felt
closer to the city after the swim.

“I have walked along the
Pearl River, and then took boat
trips on it and now swam in it.
I feel that I'm getting to know
Guangzhou better,” Timm-
Brock said.

He was excited and moved
when recalling the cheers from
local supporters on the river-
bank.

“I heard people shouting
‘Come on, foreign friends’
in Cantonese when I was
swimming in the river. It was
encouraging,” said Timm-
Brock, who said he was a little
worried at the start of the race
as the distance was longer than
he had expected.

“I've got a great sense of
accomplishment to have swum
across the Pear] River. 'm look-
ing forward to participating in
the event again next year,” he
said.

Zhou Yonggqiang, a local
resident among the swimmers
crossing the Pearl River on
Thursday, said he welcomed
foreigners to take part in the
event.

“Long ago Guangzhou was
known the world over as a
trading port. Now the swim-
ming event can promote the

Lunchtime lottery at primary
school angers unlucky parents

By ZHENG CAIXIONG
in Dongguan, Guangdong
zhengcaiziong@
chinadaily.com.cn

A school in South China has
sparked criticism after intro-
ducing a lottery to choose
which children can stay on
campus at lunchtime, with the
losing students being forced to
go home in the middle of the
day in a move designed to ease
overcrowding.

Yangguang No 2 Primary
School in Dongguan will allow
only 150 first-grade students to
use its facilities at midday when
the new term starts in September.

Unlucky entrants will have

to go home for lunch between
noon and 2:30 pm, leading to
complaints from working par-
ents and those who live far from
the school.

“We enrolled more students
this year and we lack enough
resources to allow all the pupils
to stay at school at lunchtime;’
said a female teacher who did
not want to be identified. “It
is fair to organize a lottery to
decide who can stay in school
for noon break”

The school, in the city’s Nan-
cheng district, enrolled about
400 new pupils this year, an
increase of about 40 percent
compared with 2011.

An official at the city’s educa-

tional commission declined to
comment on the case, saying it
was not his authority’s business
to look after students at lunch-
time or after school.

However, Luo Jianhua, a
teacher at Donghu High School
in Shenzhen, a city bordering
Dongguan in Guangdong prov-
ince, said a lottery is unfair for
the students and is ridiculous.

“The school should not
introduce such an approach to
decide which students can stay
in school at noon,” he said, add-
ing that priority should be given
to those who need to remain on
campus most.

Many parents have also
opposed the lottery. The mother

of a child at the school, who gave
her name only as Ma, said the
move is not fair to students. Her
daughter failed to win a place.

“The school didn't tell us a
lottery would be organized for
the students for the noon break
when we registered with the
school in May;” Ma said. “Now
we have no time to find anoth-
er school for my daughter.

“My home is situated far away
from the school, and my hus-
band and I have no time to take
my daughter home and then
send her back to school during
the day?”

Shu Meng contributed to this
story.

city’s water culture to foreign-
ers and display the improve-

The water was clear
enough for me. | swal-
lowed some water
during the swim. It
tasted better than

salty seawater.”
JORGE SANCHEZ
AGRICULTURAL TRADE OFFICER AT

THE US CONSULATE GENERAL IN
GUANGZHOU

ment in the river’s water quality
to them,” the 49-year-old said.
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Zhou recalled his child-
hood memories of swimming
together with fish and shrimps
in the clear water of Pearl Riv-
er’s creeks.

“The water today is not as
clear as what it was when I was
7 years old. But it’s much better
than what it was 10 years ago,”
said Zhou, who has been living
in a riverside apartment by the
Pearl River for the past decade.

“I often saw a lot of duck-
weed and rubbish in the river
10 years ago. I even once saw
a wrecking crew pull out a sofa
from the river;” Zhou recalled.

“But now, the water is clear.
I am able to see things about
three meters below when I am
in the water”
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Special Price: RMB 599($80)

Chinadaily.com.cn published the latest “2012 PRC
Directory of Ministries and Commissions” in May,

“PRC Directory of Ministries and Commissions” is
organized in clear lists of officials names, addresses,
contact numbers and organizational functions for most
ministries and commissions under the State Council of
China. This is a bilingual directory of Chinese Central
Ministries and Commissions and has gained stable
long-term users from governmental organization,
MNCs to embassies.
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