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THE GAMES FROM A TO Z
A RCHERY — Lon-

don’s iconic cricket 
ground, Lord’s, will 
host the archery, with 

the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea and the Republic 
of Korea both aiming for gold. 
Th e ROK’s double Olympic gold 
medal winner Im Dong-hyun 
is on target for a hat-trick — 
despite being legally blind.

G R E E N W I C H  — 
Located  on the 
Greenwich peninsu-
la, on the banks of the 

River Th ames in east London, the 
North Greenwich Arena will host 
artistic and trampoline gymnas-
tics, as well as the basketball fi nals. 
Nearby Greenwich Park will off er 
equestrian events, including the 
modern pentathlon.

M CDONALD’S 
— The Olympic 
Park will house 
the world’s larg-

est McDonald’s, seating 1,500 
people, employing 500 and serv-
ing up about 50,000 Big Macs 
during the 17-day event.

S ECURITY — Britain 
will mount its big-
gest peacetime secu-
rity operation, with 

about 13,500 military person-
nel, 12,000 police officers and 
a small army of private security 
guards. Surface-to-air missiles 
will be based around Olympic 
Park.

Y OGA — An Olympic 
discipline? Seems like 
a bit of a stretch. But 
that’s what the Interna-

tional Federation of Yoga Sports 
is aiming for. 

D OPING — A new 
anti-doping center 
in north London is 
set to carry out more 

tests than at any other Games. 
Th e center will operate around 
the clock, employing a team of 
150 scientists and more than 
1,000 Olympic offi  cials.

J AMES BOND — Th ere’s 
a special mission for 
agent 007, alias Daniel 
Craig. Bond has been 

summoned to Buckingham 
Palace where he was tasked 
with launching the Games by 
parachuting into the stadium. 
Of course, it’s just a film. The 
BBC will show it ahead of the 
opening ceremony.

P HELPS, Michael — 
Th e US swimmer, who 
scooped an incred-
ible eight gold medals 

in Beijing, could become the 
most prolifi c medal winner in 
Games history. With 16 med-
als, the “Baltimore Bullet” is 
not far off  the 18-medal record 
held by Russian gymnast Larisa 
Latynina.

V E L O D R O M E  — 
Hosting track cycling 
and BMX events, the 
6,000-seat velodrome 

sits in the north of the Olympic 
Park. Britain’s triple gold-medal 
winning cyclist Chris Hoy had 
some input in the design of the 
structure,which features two 
tiers separated by a glass win-
dow.

B OLT — Millions of 
viewers worldwide 
will tune in to watch 
Usain Bolt in the 

100m fi nal aft er he provided one 
of the most memorable perfor-
mances of the Beijing Games in 
2008. He lost the 100 and 200 to 
compatriot Yohan Blake at the 
Jamaican trials this year.

H YDE PARK —
Oly mpic  t i ck-
ets may be hard 
to come by, but 

visitors to Hyde Park can get a 
glimpse of the action. Th e tri-
athlon — consisting of a 1,500m 
swim, 40km cycle ride and 
10km run — and 10km mara-
thon swimming will be held in 
the park and are free to watch.

N O B L E  A RT  — 
Women’s boxing 
features for the fi rst 
time on the Olym-

pic schedule, more than 100 
years aft er it fi rst appeared in a 
demonstration bout of the unof-
fi cal 1902 Athens Games. It was 
banned by many governments 
for much of the last century.

T RANSPORT — The 
big unknown of Lon-
don 2012. About 6.5 
billion pounds ($10 

billion) has been spent improv-
ing London’s transport network. 
But it remains to be seen wheth-
er the already saturated system 
will buckle under the pressure 
of the extra 3 million journeys 
expected on the busiest days.

Z ARA PHILLIPS — 
The queen’s grand-
daughter will make 
the royal family proud 

when she competes on Britain’s 
equestrian squad. Aft er missing 
the past two Olympics because 
her former horse Toytown was 
injured, she hopes for better luck 
with High Kingdom.

E NNIS, Jessica — Th e 
face of many an Olym-
pic billboard, Britain’s 
hopes are firmly on 

Ennis this summer aft er she set 
a new British heptathlon record 
in Austria this year.

K ITEBOARDING — 
It’s not in the line-
up for London, but 
this high-adrenaline 

sport will make its Olympic 
debut at the 2016 Games. It 
means London could be waving 
goodbye to windsurfi ng, which 
has been dropped from the next 
Games in Rio.

Q UEEN — Britain’s 
86-year-old mon-
arch, Queen Eliza-
beth II, will have the 

honor of declaring the Games 
open in this her 60th year on 
the throne. Her father, George 
VI, inaugurated the Games in 
1948, and her great-grandfather 
Edward VII opened them in 
1908.

W ENLOCK — Th e 
official Olympic 
mascot is named 
after the English 

village that in 1850 established 
the Wenlock Olympian Games, 
the precursor to the modern 
Olympics. But the one-eyed, 
martian-like character is not 
everybody’s cup of tea.

C O P P E R  B OX  — 
Handball will take 
place in the Copper 
Box — one of eight 

sporting venues in the Olympic 
Park, with 88 natural-light pipes 
illuminating the interior.

I NNOVATION — Lon-
don hopes to showcase 
the best of British innova-
tion and design through 

venues like the iconic Aquatic 
Centre (left). The sweeping, 
wave-like roof will form the 
gateway to the Olympic Park in 
Stratford, east London.

O PENING — Lon-
don’s Olympic Sta-
dium will be trans-
formed into a rural 

British idyll for the opening 
ceremony on Friday. Danny 
Boyle — whose film Slumdog 
Millionaire won eight Oscars — 
created the 27 million pound 
($42 million) spectacle.

U NIFORM — With 
about 70,000 vol-
unteers helping 
out at the Games, 

it shouldn’t be hard to track 
one down. Look for the purple 
or blue uniforms bearing the 
Olympic logo.

F ESTIVAL — Not a fan 
of sports? Fear not. Th e 
London 2012 Festival 
aims to ensure there’s 

something for everyone, with 
12,000 cultural events and per-
formances across Britain in cel-
ebration of the Games.

L ONDON — Th e Brit-
ish capital is making 
Olympic history by 
being the fi rst in mod-

ern times to host the Games 
three times.

R OWING — It will 
take eight days to get 
through the 14 dif-
ferent classes of row-

ing events, featuring 550 rowers. 
Races will take place 35 kilo-
meters outside London at Eton 
Dorney, near Windsor Castle, 
one of the queen’s residences.

X IANG, Liu — Chi-
nese hero Liu Xiang, 
2004 Olympic cham-
pion in the 110 hur-

dles, hopes for gold after dra-
matically limping out of Beijing 
with a leg injury following a false 
start in his opening heat.
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